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COLONIAL  TRADE. 


If  there  is  one  thing  more  certain  than  another  regarding 
the  future  export-trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  it  is  that  the 
population  of  our  Empire  beyond  the  seas  will  be  our  best 
customers.  We  back  them  up,  buy  their  raw  products,  and 
they  take  our  manufactures  in  exchange.  This  will  go  on 
increasingly,  and,  so  far  as  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is 
concerned,  the  encouragement  of  colonial  trade  has  been  one 
•of  its  strong  points  from  the  outset,  while  through  the 
annual  Colonial  Issue  we  give  an  exceptional  opportunity  for 
advertisers  to  increase  their  business  with  the  colonies.  This 
issue  will  be  on  April  30,  and,  in  addition  to  those  who  receive 
it  weekly,  it  will  be  sent  to  all  buyers  of  druggists'  goods  in 
India,  Burmah,  Straits  Settlements,  South  Africa,  China, 
Japan,  and  the  West  Indies.  The  publisher  will  be  happy  to 
give  any  inquirer  full  information  regarding  this  important 


Firms  preparing  supplements  for  our  Summer  Number 
are  advised  that  this  will  be  published  on:  July  30.  Twelve 
thousand  will  be  required. 


Mr.  Congreve,  of  "  Elixir"  fame,  is  dead.  Some  derails 
of  his  career  will  be  found  on  p.  476. 

At  the  Paris  Academy  of  Sciences  on  Monday  colour- 
photography  was  the  subject  (p.  471). 

The  difficulties  which  our  Trade  Report  gives  to  whole- 
sale druggists  are  dealt  with  on  p.  473. 

A  list  of  chemists  and  druggists  whose  names  may 
ere  long  be  removed  from  the  register  is  printed  on  p.  473. 

Sir  Richabd  Quain,  M.D.,  has  died  at  t  le  age  of  81. 
He  h?,d  just  finished  his  woils  on  the  new  PI  a'macop  eia, 
(p.  476). 

We  give  the  opinions  of  some  of  the  M.P.'s  who  were 
written  to  by  their  constituents  about  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
(p.  481). 

'•  Tocsin  "  has  stirred  the  air  a  bit.  Several  strong  epistles 
condemning  and  supporting  the  assistants'  union  suggestion 
appear  on  p.  487. 

Mr.  Cross,  the  member  for  Camlachie,  Glasgow,  proposes 
to  emasculate  the  Pharmacy  Bill  (p.  475).  Scotland  is 
indignant  (p.  460). 

"  Photographic  Camerist  "  resumes  his  labours  with 
some  useful  notes  on  novelties,  among  them  two  new 
printing-papers  (p.  480). 

In  our  Trade  Report  special  articles  on  cinchona  and 
cod-liver  oil  are  printed,  along  with  the  usual  reports.  Wax 
is  dear  just  now  (p.  484). 

Several  Battersea  Chemists  have  been  prosecuted  for 
selling  spirit  of  nitrous  ether  not  of  full  strength.  Small 
fines  were  imposed  (p.  469). 

At  the  evening  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland  on  March  14  the  subject  of  "  Mixtures  and  their 
Difficulties"  was  dealt  with  (p.  462). 

Two  chemist's  assistants  have  sued  their  employers  for 
salary  in  lieu  of  notice,  but  both  failed  (p.  469).  A  dispute 
between  an  apprentice  and  his  master  is  reported  (p.  470). 

At  a  meeting  of  the  North  British  Bran  ah  on  Wednesday 
Mr.  Dott  gave  some  new  information  about  ash  determination, 
and  Mr.  Forret  described  a  capsule-filling  syringe  (p.  462). 

The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  one  of 
the  principal  speakers  at  Bristol  on  Wednesday  evening,  when 
he  had  something  to  say  about  the  Pharmacy  Bill  (p.  467). 

The  Pharmacoprcia  Committee  of  the  Medical  Council 
have  finally  handed  over  the  B.P.,  1898,  to  the  Executive 
Committee  for  publication.  The  price  is  recommended  to 
be  10s.  6d.  (p.  474). 

The  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
has  intimated  to  a  deputation  of  grocers  that  he  is  not  yet 
decided  in  his  mind  as  to  the  character  of  the  Bill  hi  is  to 
bring  in  to  amend  the  Adulteration  Acts  (p.  473). 

The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
has  asked  the  Select  Committee  on  Limited  Companies  to  deal 
with  company  pharmacy,  and  suggests  an  ingenious  clause 
for  the  purpose,  but  the  Committee  refuse  to  consider  this 
matter  (p.  461). 

Portraits  are  printed  of  the  late  Sir  R.  Quain  (p.  476), 
the  late  Dr.  Ferdinand  Hurter  (p  477),  the  late  Mr.  Peter 
Hughes  Davies,  an  old  pharmaceutical  chemist  of  March 
(p.  477),  and  Mr.  Alexander  Cross,  M.P.,  the  opponent  of  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  (p.  475). 

The  London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  at  their  monthly  dinner 
on  Tuesday, had  a  discussion  on  "adulteration  and  misrepre- 
sentation." Most  of  the  speakers  were  agreed  that  a  Board 
of  Reference  was  desirable,  and  some  of  the  traders  thought 
the  analysts  were  not  above  suspicion  (p.  466). 
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Conducted  by  Richaed  J.  Moss,  F.C.S.,  F.I.C. 


Qualitative  Analysis. 

THE  subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis 
will  be  a  mixture  of  not  more  than' three  salts.  The 
mixture  is  to  be  submitted  to  a  thorough  systematic  exami- 
nation, all  its  constituents  are  to  be  detected,  and  proof  is 
to  be  given  that  the  substances  detected  are  the  only  con- 
stituents of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a 
stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Wednesday,  March  23, 
and  the  samples  will  be  forwarded  immediately. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday,  April  2. 
Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of  the 
work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents 
detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  acci- 
dental impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential 
constituents  of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

The  report  of  the  last  competition  will  be  published  next 
week. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Thefts  from  Chemists. 

.  A  youth  named  Alfred  Ernest  Smith  was  charged  before 
the  Sheffield  Stipendiary  on  March  10  with  stealing  two 
paraffin-casks  belonging  to  Mr.  Percy  Carr,  chemist, 
85  Ecclesall  Road.  Prisoner  had  been  accustomed  to  go  to 
Mr.  Carr's  for  old  casks  and  boxes,  but  had  annexed  the 
casks  in  question  without  the  preliminary  operation  of  pur- 
chase, and  sold  them  for  6s.  Prisoner  was  sent  for  fourteen 
days'  hard  labour. 

Burglars  were  calling  in  the  Briggate  district  of  Leeds  in 
the  early  morning  of  March  11,  and  one  of  the  places  they 
visited  was  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Reinhardt  &  Sons, 
pharmaceutical  chemists.  They  went  through  the  roof, 
thence  descended  by  three  flights  of  stairs  into  the  shop, 
and  secured  a  few  shillings,  when  they  thought  it  wise  to 
clear  out. 

Chemist's  Suicide. 

An  inquiry  was  held  on  March  12  at  the  Kensington  Town- 
hall  by  the  West  London  Coroner  (Mr.  C.  Luxmoore  Drew) 
with  reference  to  the  death  of  Mr.  James  Hobbs  Streater, 
chemist,  3  Sloane  Street,  Knightsbridge,  who  committed 
suicide  by  taking  prussic  acid.  In  a  letter  to  his  brother-in- 
law  deceased  said  he  had  never  known  a  moment's  peace 
since  he  lost  his  wife's  money  in  the  Liberator  frauds.  He 
had  found  it  was  illegal  to  have  put  it  there,  so  was  afraid  to 
mention  it.  Since  his  wife's  death  he  had  been  of  in- 
temperate habits  and  very  careless  in  business  affairs,  with 
the  result  that  he  had  become  involved  in  pecuniary  diffi- 
culties. In  his  possession  was  found  a  writ  for  3U.  and 
cost;  that  ought  to  have  been  paid  on  ths  day  of  his  death. 


To  add  to  Mr.  Streater's  troubles  his  mother  died  only  a 
week  previously.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  suicide 
while  of  unsound  mind. 

Bottling  St.  "Winefride's  Well. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Holywell  Urban  District 
Council,  held  on  March  10,  a  draft  licence  was  adopted 
granting  to  Mr.  Jacob  Atherton,  of  Singleton,  Huyton, 
Liverpool,  the  exclusive  right  to  abstract  water  from  the 
spring  of  St.  Winefride's  Well  for  bottling-purposes. 

Workhouse  Doctors  and  their  Drugs. 

At  the  meeting  of  Whitehaven  Board  of  Guardians  on 
March  11,  the  Chairman  (Rev.  A.  F.  Curwen)  said  he  thought 
that  the  expense  of  providing  such  expensive  drugs  as  cod- 
liver  oil  and  quinine  in  the  Union  would  be  so  light  that  the 
medical  officers  should  be  supplied  with  these  drugs  accord- 
ing to  the  recommendation  of  a  Parliamentary  Committee 
and  the  circular  letter  of  the  Local  GoverLment  Board  some 
years  ago.  Taking  into  consideration  the  remuneration  paid 
to  the  medical  officers,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  they 
could  provide  expensive  drugs  to  paupers.  Mr.  Watson 
opposed  the  motion  on  the  grounds  that  it  would  allow  the 
medical  officers  a  free  hand,  and  considerable  additional 
expense  would  be  incurred.  The  Local  Government  Board 
circular  alluded  to  was  dated  as  far  back  as  1865,  and  had 
not  been  acted  on  for  over  thirty  years.  He  thought  that 
the  fewer  drugs  people  got  the  better  they  would  be.  The 
Chairman  said  this  opposition  was  rather  weak.  The 
question  whether  drugs  were  noxious  or  wholesome  was  not 
one  for  them  to  settle.  When  they  were  ill  they  were  all 
very  glad  to  have  the  drugs.  The  drugs  would  be  stored  in 
the  workhouse,  and  the  medical  officers  would  have  to  apply 
for  what  they  required.  Mr.  Dickinson,  who  supported  the 
motion,  said  he  had  always  been  of  the  opinion  that  it  would 
be  better  for  the  medical  officers  to  have  a  separate  salary 
and  have  the  drugs  found  for  them.  The  motion  was  carried 
by  a  large  majority. 

Assaulting  a  Chemist. 

At  the  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  Monday,  George  Saunders, 
bricklayer,  was  charged  with  assaulting  Mr.  J.  A.  Hoffer,  a 
chemist  residing  at  Hyde  Road,  Battersea. 

The  prosecutor  stated  that  on  Wednesday  evening  he  was 
walking  along  Clapham  Road  when  the  prisoner,  without  the 
slightest  provocation,  struck  him  a  blow  on  the  back  with  a 
stick. 

The  accused,  who  did  not  deny  the  offence,  but  said  he 
took  the  prosecutor  for  someone  else,  was  fined  40*.  and  costs, 
or  fourteen  days. 

A  Bone-setter's  Fee. 

The  Shipstone-on-Stour  Guardians  are  indebted  to  a  Mr. 
Bennett,  of  Wroxton,  a  bone-setter,  to  the  extent  of  21.  2s.,  but 
doubts  have  arisen  as  to  whether  such  a  fee  can  legally  be 
paid  out  of  the  rates,  consequently  they  applied  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  sanction  to  pay  the  fee.  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  replied  to  the  effect  that  if  the 
Guardians  could  lawfully  make  the  proposed  payment  the 
sanction  of  the  Board  was  not  necessary  ;  if  they  could  not 
lawfully  make  it,  the  Local  Government  Board  could  not  give 
their  consent.  The  Board  further  declined  to  express  an 
opinion  as  to  whether  the  payment  would  be  illegal.  It  was 
decided  to  seek  the  opinion  of  the  Government  auditor  on 
the  matter. 

Sulphuric-acid  Works. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  last 
Tuesday,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Building  Act  Com- 
mittee, it  was  agreed,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  section  76 
of  the  London  Building  Act,  1894,  to  give  consent  to  the 
erection  of  su'phuric-acid  chambers  at  the  chf-mioal-works. 
Bow  Common  Lane,  to  exceed  in  extent  250.000,  but  not 
450.000,  cubic  feet,  to  be  used  only  for  the  purposes  of  the 
trade  of  chemical-manufacturers,  as  shown  by  the  plans  sub- 
mitted by  Messrs.  W.  Pearce  &  Sons. 

Chemical  Tests  for  Drains. 

The  Islington  Vestry  lately  discovered  an  alleged  defective 
drain,  and  ordered  the  owner  to  make  it  good.  He  denied 
the  defects,  and  declined  to  obey  the  order.  Result — a 
summons  before  the  Magistrate  at  the  North  London  Police 
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Court.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  Islington  declared  in  their  evidence  that  there 
were  most  pronounced  bad  smells  when  they  applied  the 
chemical  test ;  on  the  other  side  several  experts  deposed 
that  they  used  a  similar  test,  and  got  no  bad  smell  whatever. 
Mr.  Cluer,  who  is  a  most  painstaking  magistrate,  asked  how 
he  was  to  decide  between  these  experts,  except  by  going  to 
see  the  test  applied  to  the  impugned  drain  ?  He  went  one 
day  last  week,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  failed  to  apply  the 
test  properly,  so  that  it  was  useless  to  try  the  experiment 
again  that  day,  and  his  Worship  had  his  walk  for  nothing. 
Last  Tuesday,  however,  Mr.  Cluer  again  visited  the  house, 
when  the  chemical  test  was  again  applied,  and  this  time  the 
drain  gave  forth  no  evil  smell.  The  Magistrate  consequently 
returned  to  his  court,  and  gave  a  verdict  against  the  Vestry, 
with  ten  guineas  costs.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Islington 
(Dr.  Harris)  raised  a  point  that  the  chemical  tests  were  a 
good  deal  subject  to  atmospheric  conditions.  A  bright  and 
clear  day  (such  as  Tuesday  was)  would  be  favourable  to  the 
gases  freely  escaping,  whilst  a  dull  and  muggy  day  would 
render  them  more  easily  felt.  After  all,  he  said,  the  water- 
test  was  best.  But  the  Magistrate  added  that  he  must 
decide  upon  the  evidence  before  him  and  upon  his  own 
observations. 

Foot-rot  Mixture  for  Vinegar. 

On  March  14  a  farmer,  named  William  Whittaker,  of 
Barrowford,  while  suffering  from  influenza,  took  foot-rot 
mixture  in  mistake  for  vinegar,  and  died  shortly  afterwards 
of  poisoning. 

Analysts  Differ. 
The  case  at  Maidstone  in  which  the  analysts  differed  in 
regard  to  the  purity  of  a  sample  of  well-water,  reported  in  our 
issue  of  March  5,  has  been  settled  by  the  Somerset  House 
authorities  certifying  that  the  water  is  not  likely  to  prove 
injurious  or  dangerous  to  health.  The  Magistrates  have 
therefore  refused  to  order  the  closing  of  the  well,  and  allowed 
the  defendant  three  guineas  costs. 

Fire  on  Chemist's  Premises. 

Fire  broke  out  at  the  works  of  Messrs.  C.  Sands  &  Co., 
manufacturing-chemists,  Duncan  Street,  Oldfield  Road, 
Salford,  on  March  11,  and  was  attended  by  the  serious 
injury  of  a  workman  named  John  Prestwood,  who  was  un- 
able to  make  his  escape  before  receiving  severe  burns  on  his 
face,  arms,  and  legs.  He  was  removed  to  the  Salford  Royal 
Hospital.  The  fire  is  supposed  to  have  originated  from  an 
explosion  of  chemicals.  The  amount  of  the  damage  to  the 
property  has  not  been  ascertained. 

Store  Prices. 

Among  the  alterations  in  prices  in  the  March  list  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  Stores  are  the  following  : — 

Seduced. — Antipyrin,  per  1-oz.  tin,  2s.  8(7. ;  sulphonal,  per  1  oz., 
Is.;  sulphonal  capsules,  per  box,  Is.;  fluid  extract  of  cascara 
sagrada,  per  4-oz.  bottle,  Ihd. ;  cod-liver  oil,  per  bottle,  5d.,  9(7., 
and  Is.  43.;  per  gallon  jar,  7s.  ;  (veterinary)  per  gallon,  3s.  6d. ; 
Fairchild's  panopepton,  per  bottle,  3s.  4<7. ;  Fairchild's  peptogenic 
milk-powder,  Is.  9d.,  3s.  4(7. ;  glycerine,  per  bottle,  id.,  Id.,  Is.  Id., 
and  2s.  8(7. ;  Ridge's  food,  large  tin,  Is.  11<7.  ;  1  manna  (selected), 
per  oz.,  Zhd. ;  per  lb.,  4s. ;  turpentine,  per  A-pint  bottle,  ihd. ;  per 
pint,  6^(7. ;  per  qu  irt,  Whd.  ;  vaseline,  per  1-lb.  tin,  lid. ;  per  5-lb. 
tin,  2s.  9(7.;  white  wax,  per  lb.,  2s. ;  linseed  oil  (best  English  cold 
drawn),  per  gill,  Is.  8(7.;  veterinary  vaseline,  per  1-lb.  tin,  9(7.;  per 
5-lb.  tin,  2s.  3<7. ;  Mariani  wine,  per  bottle,  3s.  2d. ;  per  doz.,  37s. ; 
Salturia  bath-salt,  per  packet,  5(7.  ;  per  doz.,  4s.  9(7. 

Advanced. — Quinine  (Howards'),  per  1-oz.  bottle,  Is.  6(7. ;  1-oz. 
bottle,  10d.;  i-oz.  bottle,  3A(7. 

Additions. — Benbow's  dog-mixture,  per  bottle,  Is.  9(7.,  4s.  2d.  ; 
carbolacene,  per  quart  tin,  10(7.  ;  Captol  hair-wash,  per  bottle, 
3s.  5d. ;  chinosol  sanitary  tablets,  per  box,  Is.  8(7.  ;  Clarkson's 
embrocation,  per  bottle,  Whd. ;  cre'me  Simon,  per  tube,  9(7. ; 
D.C.L.  malt  extract,  per  bottle,  Is.  3k7.,  2s: 2d.;  Muhlens'  Eau 
de  Cologne  salts,  per  bottle,  9(7.,  Is.  5d. ;  eugol,  per  bottle,  3s.  id. ; 
formalin,  per  bottle,  KM.,  Is.  8d. ;  formalin  lamps,  10s.  6(7.  each  ; 
tablets  for  use  in  lamp,  per  box,  10<7.,  3s.  9d. ;  lacteola,  per  bottle, 
2s.  Ad.,  4s. ;  linseed,  liquorice,  and  chlorodyne  lozenges,  per  oz., 
Ihd. ;  per  lb.,  Is.  3(7. ;  Brompton  Hospital  cough-lozenges,  per  oz., 
2d, ;  per  lb.,  2s.  6(7. ;  Lysol  disinfectant,  per  pint  bottle,  Is.  5(7.  ; 
Marvine  geloids,  per  box,  10(7.,  2s.  3d. ;  Muhlens'  Rhine  violet 
salts,  per  bottle,  Is.  4(7.,  2s.  10(7. ;  Selvyt  complexion-cloths,  3(7., 
ihd.  each  ;  caustic  soda,  per  5-lb.  tin,  Is.  9(7.  ;  Tatcho,  per  bottle, 
10(7.,  2s.  2(7.,  3s.  9d. ;  Matto  chain,  6s.  6(7.  each  ;  Trilene  tablets, 
per  box,  2s.  4(7.,  7s.  6(7.;  Wood's  areca-nut  tooth-paste,  per 
pot,  8(7. 


Local  neivspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interestl)~x[ 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  hij  the  Editor, 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

The  last  days  for  lodging  applications  for  the  April  esarm 
nations  will  be  Monday,  March  21,  for  the   Preliminary"  1 
examination,  Monday,  28th.  for  the  pharmaceutical  assistants' 
examination,    Tuesday,  29th,  for  the  registered  druggies" 
examination,  and  Wednesday.  30th,  for  the  pharmaceYYSyxi2> 
licence  examination. 

Cheap  Lines  in  Sundries. 

At  the  Londonderry  Petty  Sessions,  Patrick  Devino,  J .  t 
message-boy  to  Mr.  T.  J.  Rainey,  chemist  and  druggist,  was* 
charged    with  stealing   within  the   past  twelve  morrthf; 
quantities  of  articles,  including  hair-brushes,  nail-foi  mhe»~ 
sponges,  paints,  and  paint-brushes    tablets  of   soap,  aiw™ 
other  articles,  to  the  value  of  407.,  the  property  of  b»  em  - 
ployer.   Mr.  W.  O'Doherty,  on  behalf  of  Devine,  p)e.ad*>»!> 
guilty,  and  hoped  the  Bench  would  deal  with  the  priso«ty 
under  the  First  Offenders  Act,  in  consideration  of  tine  facte 
that  he  was  to  give  evidence  against  the  receivers  of  Ihc 
goods.    The  Bench  would  not  consent  to  this,  however,  i>rt'r 
sentenced  him  to  three  months'  imprisonment  with  htr.> 
labour.    Devine  was  then  brought  out  of  the  dock,  and  gave 
evidence  against  two  men  who  were  charged  with  receiving  . 
the  goods  knowing  them  to  be  stolen.      He  said  he-  bac>-> 
brought  them  at  various  times  half-a-dozen  cakes  of  soap,  for 
which  he  got  <\d. ;  a  number  of  hair-brushes,  getting  ivr- 
two;  nail-brushes,  for  which  he  got  Id.  each;  and  /£■>* 
elastic  stockings,  for  which  he  got  Is.  4t7.    The  case  again,s!i . 
the  receivers  was  adjourned. 

The  President's  Health. 

We  learn  that  Mr.  R.  J.  Downes,  whose  indisposition  vm 
referred  to  at  Monday's  meeting,  is  now  in  a  fair  way  ofi 
recovery,  and  hopes  to  be  again  in  harness  in  the  course  oE 
a  few  days. 

Business  Changes. 

Messrs.  Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robinson  (Limiter/X . 
Dublin,  are  to  make  extensive  alterations  in  their  Grafted 
Street  and  Upper  Baggot  Street  premises.  Tne  Baggot  Street, 
branch  is  to  have  a  new  front,  and  the  interior  laid  vai,  arc 
satinwood  and  Spanish  mahogany,  picked  out  in  gold.  Whei^ 
finished  the  establishments  promise  to  be  amongst  the  fiucst 
buildings  in  the  city. 

Messrs.  W.  G.  Mitchell  &  Co.,  pharmaceutical  chemists', 
have  opened  a  new  pharmacy  in  William  Street,  London- 
derry. It  is  handsomely  fitted.  The  business  will  be  can  ie 
out  under  the  personal  superintendence  of  Mr.  W.  O. 
Mitchell,  who  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Messrs,  J.  & 
G.  McCaul,  and  was  for  some  time  in  a  first-class  Dublins 
house. 

The  premises  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Hi'locfc,  dsagrri-t..  . 
English  Street,  Armagh,  who  died  recently,  are  about  to  b< 
disposed  of  by  public  auction. 

A  new  pharmacy  is  to  be  opened  in  Lower  Baggot  Strae* 
Dublin,  it  is  said. 

"  The  Ladies." 

Mrs.  Anna  Cosgrave,  wife  of  Dr.  E.  McDowel  Co? paw, 
L  A. H.,  examiner  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Irtlabd, 
is  a  candidate  for  election  as  a  lady  poor-law  guardiac  T  he- 
better  caring  of  children  and  females  in  workhouses  )»  lise 
chief  p'ank  of  Mrs.  Cosgrave's  canvass. 

Miss  Jennie  Wells,  daughter  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells',  es- 
president  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  bn<> 
carried  off  one  of  three  prizes  awarded  by  the  London  College 
of  music  to  Irish  students  for  superior  excellence  in  instn  - 
mental  music.  The  talented  little  lady  is  scarce  yet  in  L<.;- 
'teens. 
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The  Late  Dr.  Hamilton. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  Messrs. 
Hamilton,  Long  &z  Co.,  State  pharmacists,  Dublin,  on 
March  10,  Mr.  E.  M.  Hodgson,  chairman  of  the  company  in 
the  chair,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  passed  : — 
"That  we  the  shareholders  of  Hamilton,  Long  &  Co. 
(Limited),  assembled  on  this  the  first  occasion  since  the 
lamented  death  of  Dr.  J.  T.  Hamilton,  and  before  entering 
-on  the  business  of  the  annual  meeting,  wish  to  express  our 
deep  regret  at  his  removal  from  us,  and  to  place  on  record 
our  high  appreciation  of  the  long  and  valuable  services 
rendered  to  this  company  during  the  twenty  years  that  he 
acted  as  managing-director ;  we  also  hereby  tender  to  his 
•sorrowing  relatives  our  sincere  sympathy." 

The  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

A  meeting  of  the  local  committee  was  held  in  10  Garfield 
Chambers,  Koyal  Avenue,  Belfast,  on  Tuesday,  March  15, 
Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Payne,  J. P.,  in  the  chair.  There  were  present 
Dr.  Fielden,  Messrs.  Tate,  Guiler,  S.  Gibson,  Elliott,  Moffatt, 
Rankin,  and  R.  W.  McKnight.  The  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  having  been  read  by  the  Local  Secretary,  a  consider- 
able amount  of  business  was  transacted  with  regard  to 
excursion  arrangements  and  other  matters  of  importance. 
Dr.  Fielden,  Secretary  to  the  sub-committee  who  waited  on 
the  President  of  the  Queen's  College,  reported  that  the 
President  offered  the  whole  college  buildings  for  the  use  of 
the  Conference.  The  Hon.  Local  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
write  a  letter  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Hamilton.  A  deputation, 
consisting  of  Sir  James  Haslett,  M.P.,  Mr.  Payne,  J.P.,  Mr.  S. 
Gibson,  and  Dr.  Fielden,  was  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Lord 
Mayor  to  ask  him  to  receive  the  delegates  at  the  College  on 
August  9,  and  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Belfast  to  offer 
them  a  hearty  welcome.  Mr.  Payne  explained  that  this 
had  always  been  done  on  former  occasions  at  places  where 
the  Conference  met.  The  Secretaries  reported  favourably  on 
the  guarantee  fund,  and  they  were  instructed  to  issue  a 
circular  asking  the  guarantors  to  send  half  of  their  amounts 
guaranteed  to  the  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  S.  Gibson,  King  Street, 
Belfast,  as  funds  are  wanted  to  meet  current  expenses. 


■Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Presentations. 

At  the  West  Nile  Restaurant,  Glasgow,  on  February  28, 
Messrs.  W.  McEwen  and  E,  Laurence  were  entertained  by 
their  fellow-employes  and  friends,  on  the  occasion  of  their 
leaving  the  service  of  Messrs.  Frazer  &  Green  (Limited).  Mr. 
James  Robb  occupied  the  chair,  and,  referring  to  the  object 
of  the  meeting,  commended  the  ambition  of  the  assistant 
who  desired  to  gain  fresh  experience  and  see  "some  new 
thing "  in  the  conduct  of  business  in  other  cities.  Mr. 
Hunter  then  presented  Mr.  McEwen  with  a  gold-mounted 
umbrella  and  pocket-book,  and  Mr.  Laurence  with  a  pipe  and 
tobacco-pouch.  Mr.  John  Laurence,  who  has  resigned  the 
managership  of  Messrs.  Frazer  &  Green's  Sauchiehall  Street 
branch,  which  he  has  held  for  many  years,  was  on  the  same 
occasion  presented  with  a  handsome  walking-stick  with 
engraved  gold  band,  by  the  assistants  of  the  firm. 

Scottish  Chemists  and  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 

r  In  pharmaceutical  circles  in  Scotland,  and  especially  in 
Glasgow,  a  feeling  akin  to  indignation  has  been  aroused  by 
the  opposition  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill  threatened  by  Mr.  Cross, 
the  member  for  the  Camlachie  Division  of  Glasgow.  The 
opinion  freely  expressed  in  Glasgow  is  that  Mr.  Cross's 
opposition  to  the  measure  is  based  on  purely  personal 
grounds,  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  discount  his 
ia'erference  in  the  matter.    Scottish  M.P.'s  have  been  again 


communicated  with  by  the  officials  of  the  local  Association 
in  Glasgow,  and  certain  explanations,  we  understand,  made 
in  regard  to  Mr.  Cross's  attitude.  Mr.  Currie,  the  President 
of  the  Glasgow  Association,  has,  along  with  Mr.  Laidlaw 
Evving,  of  Edinburgh,  gone  to  London  to  personally  inter- 
view Scottish  members  of  Parliament  at  Westminster,  and 
endeavour  to  get  them  to  support  the  Bill  in  Committee. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  IRewa, 


A  Borax-deal  — It  is  reported  from  Santiago  de  Chile 
that  the  Ascotan  Borax-works  have  been  sold  to  an  English 
company  for  90.000Z. 

South  American  Carbide  of  Calcium. — It  is  reported 
that  a  Manchester  firm  are  erecting  a  factory  for  making 
carbide  of  calcium  on  the  Parahyba  river,  in  the  state  of  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  and  that  it  will  be  ready  for  work  in  June. 

Edington  Out  op  It. — Dr.  Nicole,  director  of  the 
Bacteriological  Laboratory  of  Constantinople,  has  been 
rewarded  by  the  Turkish  Government  with  the  Grand  Cordon 
of  the  Medjidieh  for  discovering  the  rinderpest  microbe. 

Trimen  Memorial. — The  Planters'  Association  of  Ceylon 
proposes  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  late  Dr.  Henry 
Trimen,  F.R.S.,  director  of  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens  at 
Peradeniya,  by  the  erection  of  a  cenotaph  at  the  gardens. 

Glass  Samples  from  the  United  States.— The 
U.S.A.  Post  Office  Department  has  announced  that  after 
March  1  samples  of  glasses,  powders,  liquids,  and  other  sub- 
stances of  a  similar  character  will  be  admitted  to  the  mails 
to  Great  Britain. 

Quicksilver  for  the  Cape. — From  March  1  the  Cape 
import-duty  upon  quicksilver  is  reduced  from  5  per  cent,  to 
3  per  cent.,  so  as  to  bring  the  Customs  dues  on  this  commodity 
into  line  with  those  of  Delagoa  Bay.  It  is  thus  classed  with 
cyanide  of  potassium. 

Trade-marks  in  Mexico. — A  Bill  has  been  introduced 
into  the  Mexican  Parliament  which  is  to  repeal  the  order 
under  which  owners  of  foreign  trade-marks  are  compelled 
to  appoint  an  agent  or  representative  in  Mexico  in  order  to 
have  their  marks  registered. 

The  "  Maine  "  Disaster. — Amongst  those  who  lost  their 
lives  by  the  explosion  on  the  U.S.  battleship  Maim  was  Mr. 
Walter  S.  Sellers,  the  apothecary.  He  graduated  from  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  in  1896,  and  then  entered 
the  Navy  Medical  Service.    He  was  in  his  23rd  year. 

Natal  Pharmacy. — The  Pharmacy  Board  of  Natal  met 
at  Durban  on  January  13,  anil  after  some  discussion  passed  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  "  that  the  present  is  a  favourable 
time  to  press  the  amendment  of  the  Medical  and  Pharmacy 
Act,  and  the  Pharmacy  Board  trust  that  the  Medical  Council 
will  give  the  amendment  their  support.''  The  day  following 
this  matter  was  brought  before  the  Medical  Council  by  Dr. 
Hyslop,  and  the  Council  appointed  a  sub-committee  to  deal 
with  it. 

A  Leading  Philadelphia  Firm,  Smith,  Kline  &  French 
Company,  wholesale  druggists,  have  increased  their  capital 
from  £450,000  to  #600,000.  The  firm  originated  in  1867  as 
Smith,  Kline  &  Co.,  being  an  offshoot  from  Smith  &  Shoe- 
maker. In  1887  it  was  incorporated  into  Smith  &  Kline 
Company,  with  a  capital  of  #250,000 ;  and  in  January,  1891,  a 
new  charter  was  granted  to  Smith,  Kline  &  French  Company, 
with  a  capital  of  #350,000,  which  a  few  years  later  was 
increased  to  #450,000. 

A  Cape  Chemist's  Prescribing. — At  the  January  meet- 
ing of  the  Cape  Medical  Council  a  letter  was  read  from  the 
Resident  Magistrate  of  Cape  Town  regarding  a  charge  laid 
by  Dr.  F.  Harris  against  one  Vogelgezang,  a  chemist,  of 
Cape  Town,  for  practising  as  a  consulting  physician  Certain 
evidence  had  been  collected  which  the  Magistrate  did  not 
consider  justified  the  Council  in  instituting  a  prosecution. 
The  President  did  not  think  there  was  the  slightest  doubt 
about  the  case,  and  after  some  discussion  it  was  agreed  to 
write  a  letter  of  sympathy  to  Dr.  Harris  and  leave  the 
chemist  alone. 
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Huetralasian  IRem 


[From  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia"  Febru- 
ary 1,  1898,  copies  of  which,  price  Qd.,  may  be  obtained  on 
application  to  the  Publisher."} 


This  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia 
is  an  interesting  number,  containing,  in  addition  to  usual 
monthly  reports,  a  full  and  illustrated  report  of  the  meeting 
of  the  "Australasian  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science,"  which  was  held  at  Brisbane  in  January. 

*  *  *  * 

Bbanch-phaemacies  in  New  South  Wales  must  be 
managed  by  registered  men,  and  the  owners  of  the  pharma- 
cies must  tell  the  Board  of  Pharmacy  who  their  managers 
are.  So  far,  however,  the  owners  have  neglected  this  duty, 
and  the  Board  now  threatens  them  en  masse  with  the  pains 
and  penalties. 

Eecipeocity. — The  N.S.W.  Pharmacy  Board  had  before 
it  at  the  January  meeting  a  long  letter  from  the  Victorian 
Board  (which  is  given  in  the  CD. A.)  about  the  reciprocity 
scheme,  and  the  N.S.W.  Board  replied ;  in  effect,  "  the 
matter  cannot  be  carried  further  at  the  present  stage ;  come 
again  later."  By  the  way,  the  N.S.W.  Board  has  been  informed 
by  the  Treasury  that  it  is  not  a  Government  department, 
and  is  not,  therefore,  entitled  to  Crown  law  authorities'  legal 
opinion  for  nothing. 

A  Tbagic  Peesidency. — On  January  13  the  Queensland 
Board  of  Pharmacy  met  at  the  new  offices  in  Brisbane,  and 
amongst  the  first  business  done  was  to  elect  a  President  in 
place  of  Mr.  W.  Taylor.  A  unanimous  vote  placed  Mr. 
C.  H.  F.  Yeo  in  the  chair.  He,  in  a  few  warm  words,  acknow- 
ledged the  honour,  and  the  business  of  the  meeting  was  pro- 
ceeded with.  Fifteen  days  later  Mr.  Yeo  dropped  down  dead 
at  the  Gloucester  Street  railway-station,  South  Brisbane. 
The  CD. A.  mentions  that  Mr.  Yeo  gave  up  business  as  a 
chemist  about  ten  years  ago,  and  was  at  the  time  of  his 
death  acting-manager  of  the  Moreton  Bay  Oyster  Company. 
He  had  previously  filled  the  chair  of  the  Pharmacy  Board, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Field,  was  the  only  member 
of  the  original  Board  first  appointed  when  the  Act  was 
passed  in  1885.  He  was  also  a  founder,  and  for  many  years 
one  of  the  pillars,  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  leaves 
a  widow  and  one  daughter,  who  is  married  to  a  Wesleyan 
minister  in  New  South  Wales. 

"Wahoo"  as  a  Teade-maek. — Decision  in  the  case  of 
Loasby's  "Wahoo"  Manufacturing  Company,  Dunedin,  N.Z., 
v.  Dutton  was  given  by  Mr.  Justice  Williams  on  December  21 
in  favour  of  the  defendant.    In  this  case  the  plaintiff,  a 
chemist  and  druggist,  claimed  that  he  made  a  medicine 
under  the  name  of  "  Wahoo,  or  Digestive  Syrup,"  which  he 
had  advertised  widely,  and  in  consequence  had  made  it 
popular.    Further,  that  the  defendant  had  taken  advantage 
of  this  advertising  and  popularity  by  putting  up  a  prepara- 
tion of  his  own  and  calling  it  "Wahoo."     The  plaintiff 
relied  upon  the  decision  in  the  "  Yorkshire  Eelish  "  case  as 
being  in  favour  of  his  contention  that  defendant  should  be 
restrained.    Mr.  Justice  Williams  did  not  think  so,  pointing 
out  that  "Wahoo"  is  the  common  word  for  the  bark  of 
JSuonymus  atropurpureus.    It  occurs  in  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s 
"Organic  Materia  Medica"  and  their  "Australasian  Cata- 
logue."   It  is  mentioned  in  a  list  of  fluid  extracts  prepared 
by  Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Stevenson,  manufacturing  chemists, 
London,  and  published  in  The  Chemist  and  Deuggist  ; 
and  also  in  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.'s  monthly  prices 
current.    " If  a  chemist,"  said  his  Lordship,  "were  to  manu- 
facture a  compound  and  to  call  it  '  Gentian,  or  Tonic  Syrup,' 
it  would  naturally  be  taken  to  mean  that  the  compound  was 
a  syrup  made  up  of  the  root  of  the  plant  gentian,  which  has 
tonic  properties.    So  also  if  a  chemist  manufactures  a  com- 
pound and  calls  it  '  Wahoo,  or  Digestive  Syrup,'  it  would 
mean  a  syrup  made  from  the  bark  of  the  plant  wahoo,  which 
from  its  action  on  the  liver  has  digestive  properties.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  the  term  'Wahoo'  must  be  considered 
as  descriptive."    J udgment  accordingly,  a  stay  of  proceedings 
being  granted  pending  appeal. 


Loeds'  Committee  Declines  to  Consider  this 
Question. 


THE  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  which  is 
considering  the  Companies  Bill  dealt  on  Tuesday  with 
communications  received  from  certain  pharmaceutical 
societies  in  Ireland  and  Scotland  as  to  dispensing  done  by 
stores  and  other  public  companies.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
did  not  see  how  this  subject  came  within  the  scope  of  the 
Committee's  inquiry,  and,  moreover,  a  qualified  dispenser  was 
employed  in  these  cases.  The  Committee  concurred,  agreeing 
that  it  was  not  necessary  to  accept  the  proffered  evidence  on 
the  point. 

The  following  is  a  communication  which  was  sent  to  the 
Committee  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  : — 

[Copy.] 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland, 

67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin, 

19th  January,  1898.  ■ 

Sib, — I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  write  t'o  you  as  to  the 
registration  of  companies  under  the  Companies  Acts,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  engaging  in  businesses  which  it  is  not  lawful  for  persons 
unqualified  by  law  to  engage  in. 

He  is  informed  that  the  purpose  of  the  Companies  Acts  is  "  to 
enable  any  seven  or  more  persons  associated  for  any  lawful  pur- 
pose "  to  form  themselves  into  a  company  and  be  registered. 

It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Council  of  this  Society  that 
companies  have  been  incorporated  and  registered  for  purposes 
that  the  individual  members  of  the  corporation  are  disqualified 
in  law  to  engage  in— viz.,  for  keeping  open  shops  for  the  retailing, 
dsspensing,  or  compounding  of  poisons  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act  of  the  Session  of  the  33rd  and  34th  years  of  the  reign  of  her 
present  Majesty,  chapter  26,  and  medical  prescriptions,  they  'not 
being  registered  as  apothecaries  under  31st  Geo.  III.  (Ireland), 
cap.  34,  or  as  pharmaceutical  chemists  under  the  Act  38  and  39 
Vict.,  chap.  57,  sec.  30 ;  and  to  "  sell  poisons,1'  though  not 
qualified  as  required  under  the  Act  53  and  54  Vic,  chap.  48, 
sec.  15. 

The  President  desires  to  be  informed  if  you  have  cognisance  of 
this,  and  if  there  is  any  process  in  your  office  by  which  he  can 
intervene  to  oppose  such  registation  on  application,  or  to  obtain 
the  cancellation  of  such  registration  where  it  has  already  been 
obtained.  I  am,  etc., 

Abthub  T.  Febball,  Eegistrar. 
To  the  Eegistrar  of  Joint-stock  Companies, 
Custom  House, 

Dublin. 

[Copy.] 

Companies'  Eegistration  Office, 

Custom  House,  Dublin, 
21st  January,  1898. 
Sm, — Eeferring  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant  on  the  subject 
of  registration  of  companies,  I  beg  to  request  to  be  furnished  with 
the  names  and  addresses  of  the  companies  to  which  you  refer. 

I  am,  &"c., 

H.  McDowall, 

A.  T.  Ferrall,  Esq.  Assistant  Eegistrar. 

Memorandum  of  Some   Companies  Formed  to  Evade  the 
Pharmacy  Acts  {Ireland),  1875  and  1890. 

No.  1. — A  leather-dealer,  on  being  warned  by  the  police  against 
compounding  medical  prescriptions  and  selling  poisons,  formed  a 
limited  liability  company,  with  a  capital  of  fifty  pounds  (501.) 
The  shop  is  styled  "  The  Medical  Hall." 

No.  2. — A  "  chemist  aDd  druggist,"  after  prosecution  for  com- 
pounding, formed  a  limited  company,  which  carries  on  the  com- 
pounding of  medical  prescriptions. 

No.  3. — An  unqualified  trader,  styling  himself  a  "  druggist," 
being  warned,  formed  a  limited  company  and  assumed  the  title 
"  chemists  and  druggists." 

No.  4. — A  firm  of  medical  booksellers  and  surgical-instrument 
dealers,  having,  after  repeated  warnings,  been  fined  for  selling 
poisons,  formed  a  limited  company,  and  now  also  compound 
medical  prescriptions. 

No.  5. — A  retired  chandler  carried  on  a  "medical  hall."  On 
inquiries  from  the  police  and  the  Society  he  formed  a  limited 
company. 

No.  6. — An'oil  and  colour  dealer,  having  been  fined  for  sellii  g 
poison,  formed  a  limited  company. 

No.  7. — A  number  of  unqualified  persons — some  of  whom  have 
already  been  fined  for  breaches  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts— have  joined 
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•»Tilii  a  few  qualified  men  in  the  formation  of  a  limited  company  to 
•pa  rcHa.M  and  carry  on  the  businesses  of  the  latter,  together  with 
iet-arai.  other  medical  halls. 

No.  8. — A  limited  company — none  of  the  shareholders  of  which 
-Art  q-ii-alifted — has  recently  been  formed,  with  a  capital  of  200/., 
•  lO  Cifry  on  a  "  medical  hall."    The  managing  director  is  a  "  con- 
•Cra/stot"  and  lie  and  a  married  woman  bearing  the  same  surname 
..  ;';«•« iujuably  his  wife)  hold  193?.  of  the  capital. 

Mr.  H.  P.  St.  John,  clerk  to  the  Select  Committee,  writing 
ou  March  15,  says  "I  beg  to  inform  you  that  your  letter 
with  enclosures  of  the  4th  inst.  has  been  laid  before  the 
Setecfc  Committee  of  this  House  on  the  Companies  Bill,  and  I 
■  -aor  instructed  to  say  that  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that 
it  is  not  eKpedtent  to  extend  their  inquiry  so  as  to  include 
Uo  subject  which  you  have  brought  under  their  Lordships' 
rr*j£.id£ration." 


Zhc  Winter  Session* 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF  IRELAND. 

A*  evening  meeting  was  held  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street 
Mi-lin,  on  Monday,  Mr.  G.  D.  Beggs  (Vice-President)  in  the 
efa&vr.  The  Chairman  stated  that  the  President  (Mr.  R.  J. 
^Tiawies)  was  unable  to  be  present  owirjg  to  a  severe  illness. 
Kegret  was  expressed  at  Mr.  Downes's  indisposition,  and  kind 
•wishes  tendered  for  his  speedy  recovery. 

'Hie  Chairman  introduced  the  subject  of  the  evening 
- — vks 

MIXTURES  AND  THEIR  DIFFICULTIES. 

?  5  •  said  that  as  they  were  almost  daily  brought  into  contact 
with  peculiar  mixtures,  a  short  discussion  in  connection 
would  prove  interesting  and  instructive.    To  the  President 
•  -itey  were  indebted  for  the  following  prescription  : — 

Tr.  catnph.  eo.        ...       ...       ...  3j. 

Vin.  ipecac.   ...       ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Tr.  sail*  ad....       ...       ...       ...  5hj. 

"Syr.  tolut   3j  • 

Aq.  chlorof.  ad   Sviij. 

Ft.  mist. 

Sig  5j-  q  q  h. 

Miis  mixture  and  several  other  prescriptions  mentioned  by 
•fl*e  members  formed  the  groundwork  of  a  discussion,  in 
which  Dr.  White,  M.C.P.S.I.,  Messrs.  O'Connor,  Ashe,  and 
the  Of-r.-URMAN  took  part.  The  interpretation  of  the  hour  of 
(deiinistering  the  dose  referred  to  in  the  prescription  was 
■  coa&idered  doubtful,  but  Dr.  Walsh  took  the  peiiod  of  time 
as  every  fourth  hour.  The  Chairman  thought,  unless  he  was 
-ic^uaiated  with  tiie  prescriber's  habit,  he  would  be  inclined 
ta  lead  the  "  q.q  h."  as  "every  hour."  Certain  incompatible 
and  unsatisfactory  mixtures  were  referred  to  by  Dr.  Walsh. 
The  Chairman  referred  to  the  multiplying  of  prescriptions, 
ii>  dadsiqg  therefrom  the  question  should  chemists  call  the 
i Mention  of  the  public  to  the  too  frequent  use  of  medicines 
■containing  "pick-me-ups"  was  discussed.  Mr.  Beggs  said 
■ha  -eery  frequently  pointed  out  to  his  customers  that  certain 
mixtures  should  last  tor  a  given  time.  He  admitted  there 
was.  aiemptation  to  certain  of  the  public  to  become  fond  of 
stimulating  drugs.  The  chemist  had,  however,  a  moral  duty 
fco  pai-Corm,  and  should  do  all  in  his  power  to  counteract  the 
abuse  of  medicine-taking. 

After  some  further  remarks  on  this  point  and  bismuth 
mixtures  the  discussion  turned  on  pharmaceutical  analysis. 
Dr.  WALSH  commented  in  admiring  terms  on  the  very  nice 
work  done  in  the  Eoglish  laboratories  as  reported  in  The 
Okkjcist  and  Druggist,  and  regretted  they  in  Dublin  had 
<  3K»t  equal  opportunities  for  chemical  research.  As  soon, 
iuwever,  as  the  Society  provided  a  laboratory  the  deficiency 
wouki  be  met.  Mr.  Beggs  said  in  England  there  was  a 
fttvtd  in  connection  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference  for 
the  purpose  of  chemical  investigation,  and  grants  were  made 
,  "leriodieally  from  the  Society  to  further  the  investigation  of 
>fcb»M  concerned.  The  expected  changes  in  the  new  B.P. 
•*me  in  for  remark.  Dr.  Walsh  asked  if  it  was  right,  when 
s  *Ki?&ire  was  ordered  to  be  taken  half  at  once  and  the  re- 
mainder later  on,  to  call  the  medicine  a  draught  ?  Arising 
Crow  this  the  dosage  system  came  under  review,  and  in  this 
i^tiftection  some  valuable  hints  were  given  by  Councillors 


Walsh  and  Beggs.  The  prices  charged  for  medicines  were 
commented  upon.  Mr.  Ashe  thought  that  the  public  were 
becoming  inconveniently  skilful  in  reading  prescriptions, 
and  was  in  favour  of  the  adoption  by  the  prescriber  of  some 
code  or  abbreviations,  so  as  to  make  the  directions  unin- 
telligible to  all  save  the  compounder.  Dr.  Walsh,  a  propos, 
said  he  knew  of  a  case  in  which  inquiry  was  made  of  the 
pharmacist  of  the  cost  of  a  bottle  of  tabloids,  and  on  being 
told  the  price  and  the  number  of  tabloids  contained  in  the 
bottle,  the  questioner  handed  in  a  medical  prescription  for 
one  of  the  tabloids  in  question,  and  tendered  in  payment  a 
twenty-fifth  part  of  the  cost  of  the  bottleful.  (Laughter.)  The 
suicidal  policy  of  doctors  prescribing  proprietary  medicines  was 
dwelt  on  by  the  Chairman,  who  said  sooner  or  later  the  public 
would  kick  against  feeing  a  doctor  for  advice  resulting  in 
the  purchase  of  patent  drugs.  Not  infrequently  prescriptions 
were  mitte  "  Fellows's  syrup  "  or  "  essence  of  linseed,"  and  it 
simply  meant  placing  the  local  vendor's  label  over  that 
already  on  the  bottle.  It  would,  he  added,  be  very  much 
better  for  the  chemist's  pocket  if  there  were  fewer  tabloids. 
Dr.  Walsh  commended  the  use  of  concentrated  drugs  in 
certain  cases.  They  were  safe  and  portable  for  the  doctor, 
who  required  a  variety  of  medicines  for  immediate  use.  He 
had  heard  doctors  say  they  would  place  more  faith  in 
tabloids  than  in  many  chemists.  The  Chairman  did  not 
agree  that  the  sale  of  concentrated  drugs  was  lessening. 

Miss  Wyatt's  remarks  on  the  old  and  the  new  B.P. 
brought  the  meeting  to  a  close. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

North  British  Branch. 

An  evening  meeting  of  the  North  British  Branch  was  held  in 
Edinburgh  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Peter  Boa  presiding  in  the 
absence  of  Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  Ewing  (the  President),  who  had 
been  suddenly  called  to  London.  The  Chairman  intimated 
that  in  consequence  of  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  being  also 
absent  on  business  the  two  papers  on  the  billet  in  his  name 
would  be  postponed  till  the  April  meeting. 
The  first  paper,  on 

The  Determination  of  Ash  as  an  Analytical 
Method, 

By  D.  B.  Dolt,  F.I.C.,  F.R.S.E., 

was  read  by  the  Chairman  in  the  absence  of  the  author 
through  indisposition. 

In  the  course  of  this  paper  the  author  dealt  with  the 
difficulties  met  with  in  determining  ash.  When  a  substance 
is  met  with  which  gives  an  ash  rich  in  potassium  carbonate 
the  salts  fuse  before  the  carbon  is  burnt  off,  and  the  latter 
becomes  occluded,  so  that  it  is  better  to  dissolve  the  soluble 
ash  and  ignite  the  insoluble  part  and  carbon  together,  then 
evaporate  the  solution  to  dryness  and  ignite.  Speaking  of 
the  incineration-utensils,  he  remarked  that  platinum  is  not 
without  its  weak  points.  Salts  of  readily  reducible  metals 
— as  silver,  lead,  and  even  copper— cannot  be  safely 
ignited  in  platinum.  Potash  and  soda  and  their  nitrates 
quickly  attack  platinum.  The  proportion  of  nitre  recom- 
mended in  some  books  to  be  used  with  the  carbonate  as  a 
flux  seriously  acts  on  the  crucible  and  gives  a  considerable 
amount  of  platinum  in  the  analysis.  The  ignition  of  a  little 
hypophosphite  speedily  makes  a  hole  in  a  platinum  dish.  A 
porcelain  crucible  is  free  from  these  defects,  but  possesses 
the  great  practical  inconveniences  of  being  difficult  to  heat 
through  on  account  of  inferior  conductivity,  and  of  being 
very  liable  to  crack  in  the  course  of  ignition.  Ammonium 
nitrate  is  sometimes  added  to  aid  the  combustion,  which  it 
does  fairly  well.  It  may  be  dropped  into  a  platinum 
crucible  with  safety,  but  is  liable  to  crack  a  porcelain 
crucible  unless  added  very  cautiously.  It  may  be  noted  that 
ammonium  nitrate  is  not  admissible  when  great  accuracy  is 
desired,  as  it  alters  the  composition  and  weight  of  the  ash. 
The  author  then  proceeded  to  deal  with  ash-estirration  in  two 
sections — firstly,  that  in  which  the  mineral  matter  is  present 
as  a  natural  and  proper  part  of  the  substance,  and  where  it  is 
present  in  a  certain  proportion,  though  that  proportion  may 
have  a  maximum  and  minimum,  as  in  plant-analysis  generally  ; 
secondly,  that  in  which  the  inorganic  matter  is  present 
wholly  as  impurity,  as  in  £n-alkaloid  or  glucoside. 
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Illustrative  of  the  first  he  gave  the  following  examples  :— 

Qpium—  The  ash  is  stated  to  vary  from  4  to  8  per  cent,  in  the 
■dry  opium.  He  has!  found  7'51  in  a  sample  of  Turkey  and  5'85  in 
a  sample  of  Persian.  The  interesting  fact  about  the  ash  of  opium 
is  the  exceptionally  large  proportion  of  sulphate  which  it  contains, 
probably  more  than  that  of  any  other  plant-stuff. 

Lobelia.— In  a  sample  of  powder  which  gave  distinct  indication 
of  lobeline  1P85  per  cent,  of  ash  was  found.  Lobelia,  especially 
powdered,  gave  12'58  per  cent. 

Rhubarb— The  amount  of  inorganic  matter  varies  widely.  Bom 
gives  the  percentage  of  ash  from  East  Indian  rhubarb  as  20  to  25, 
from  English  as  8  to  11.  In  a  sample  which  was  said  to  be  "  East 
Indian"  the  author  found  9'25  per  cent,  of  ash.  In  English 
6-95  and  8'8  per  cent,  were  found,  while  a  sample  grown  in  Scot- 
land gave  7'35  per  cent. 

Sorrow.— The  ash  is  an  important  criterion  of  purity.  The 
B.P.  gives  it  as  about  6  per  cent.  In  genuine  saffron  the  author 
found  5-12  and  546  per  cent. ;  in  undoubtedly  adulterated, 
17,  22-59,  and  31-80  per  cent.  In  one  plausible,  but  partly 
adulterated  sample,  6-68  was  the  percentage  of  ash.  Only  once 
has  he  found  a  sophisticated  specimen  giving  under  the  right 
percentage — viz.,  3'8. 

Honey.— The  B.P.  gives  the  percentage  of  ash  as  not  more  than 
0-2.  Allen  gives  it  as  from  O'l  to  0'25  per  cent.  The  author  has 
found  in  a  genuine  sample  0'24  per  cent.,  while  in  a  sample  of 
adulterated  honey  so  little  as  O'Ol  per  cent,  was  found.  This  ash 
gave  a  marked  sulphate  reaction,  indicating,  probably,  that  the 
honey  was  mixed  with  a  very  pure  glucose.  An  exceptionally 
small  proportion  of  inorganic  matter  may  suggest  adulteration  as 
well  as  an  excessive  amount. 

Indigo  is  a  material  which  always  contains  inorganic  matter  to 
the  extent  of,  say,  5  or  6  per  cent.,  arising  from  the  process  of 
manufacture.  One  sample  indicated  49'36  per  cent,  of  ash, 
largely  iron  and  calcium.  Another  gave  32'07  per  cent.  These 
amounts  are  unpardonable. 

Starch— The  Pharmacopoeia  does  not  state  a  maximum  ash. 
The  author  has  found  from  O'l  to  04  per  cent. 

Sugar.— A  sample  of  well-crystallised  sucrose,  not  absolutely 
free  from  colour,  gave  0  024  per  cent.  ash.  A  good  sample  of 
sugar  of  milk  left  0'04  per  cent,  on  incinerating. 

The  paper  concluded  with  a  brief  reference  to  alkaloidal 
salts  in  which  the  amount  of  ash  is  minute. 

After  a  few  remarks  a  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr. 
Dott  for  his  paper. 

The  following  paper  was  read:-- 

A  Syringe  foe  Filling  Capsules. 
By  J.  A.  Forret. 
Thin  liquids  are  conveniently  Tilled  into  capsules  by  means 
of  a  syringe  fitted  with  a  screw  or  spring  clip  ;  but  viscid 
liquids  or  material  of  the  consistence  of  a  soft  extract  re- 
quire some  pressure.  A  syringe  was  shown,  devised  for  this 
purpose,  which  enabled  the  operator,  with  moderate  pressure 
and  a  minimum  of  movement,  to  start  the  flow  instantly, 
and  discharge  the  contents  rapidly  through  a  nozzle  suffi- 
ciently small  to  pass  within  the  capsule.  It  consisted  of  a 
brass  cylinder,  of  suitable  size,  with  a  piston  passing  through 
the  cap  of  the  cylinder,  lowered  or  raised  by  turning  a  small 
wheel.  The  syringe  is  screwed  to  a  piece  of  projecting  wood 
securely  fixed  to  the  dispensing-bench  by  two  bolts  and  nuts. 
A  straight  nozzle  is  used  when  each  capsule  is  held  under 
it,  but  when  the  capsules  are  arranged  in  a  tray  a  pro- 
jecting nozzle  is  necessary  to  permit  of  the  tray  being 
moved  so  as  to  bring  each  capsule  under  the  nozzle.  A 
curved  nozzle  is  sometimes  useful  when  the  operator  wishes 
to  have  both  hands  near  the  same  level.  In  the  case  of  mix- 
tures where  the  filling  is  facilitated  by  gently  warming,  a 
water-jacket  arrangement  is  a  convenience. 

Mr.  Geoege  Coull  having  complimented  Mr.  Forret  on 
his  ingenuity,  Mr.  Geoege  Lunan  followed  on  the  same 
lines,  as  also  did  Mr.  Mackenzie  (who  asked  some  ques- 
tions), Mr.  C.  F.  Henet,  and  Mr.  J.  Nesbit.  Mr.  Coats 
also  joined  the  discussion  in  an  interrogative  aspect. 

Mr.  Lunan  said,  with  regard  to  the  jacket,  that  Mr.  Forret 
had  the  jacket  on  the  needle-arrangement  which  went  into 
the  capsule  ;  but  he  asked,  was  it  not  necessary  in  filling 
some  capsules  to  have  the  whole  slowly  evaporated  to  a 
pretty  thick  consistency  1  If  the  jacket  were  only  on  the 
nozzle,  it  would  not  have  any  effect. 

Mr.  Thomson  also  spoke. 

Mr.  Foreet,  in  reply  to  various  questions,  stated  that  the 
piston-lining  was  the  same  as  that  used  for  air-pumps.  It 
required  renewal  occasionally  from  wearing,  but  they  had 


simply  to  undo  it,  and  take  off  a  leather  ring  and  put  a  fresh 
piece  on.  He  was  obliged  to  Mr.  Lunan  for  what  he  had 
said.  In  answer  to  his  question,  he  said  he  had  not  used 
the  syringe  for  liquids,  but  he  did  not  see  why  such  a  syringe 
should  not  be  used  for  liquids  such  as  castor  oil ;  it  was 
absolutely  tight.  Those  he  had  were  used  for  a  special 
purpose,  and  were  kept  for  that  special  purpose.  The  jacket- 
current  on  the  rubber  tube  was  able  to  regulate  the  flow.  A 
temperature  a  trifle  over  a  hundred  was  quite  sufficient  for 
any  purpose  that  he  used  it  for.  He  explained  to  Mr. 
MacKenzie  how  the  wheel  was  maintained  at  the  same  level, 
and  he  further  explained  to  Mr.  Coats  why  the  screw  was 
called  a  feather-screw.  He  further  stated  that  they  must  be 
able  to  start  it  at  once,  stop  it  at  once,  or  reverse  it  at  once, 
and  they  could  do  the  whole  of  these  in  an  instant  if  it 
was  steadily  fixed.  The  masses  he  had  used  it  for  were 
semi-fluid. 

The  Chairman  intimated  the  additions  to  the  museum 
and  the  library,  and  in  doing  so  referred  to  the  xantheline, 
in  a  showcase,  sent  by  Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  as  one 
of  the  newest  alkaloid  products. 


SOCIETY  OF  ARTS. 

At  last  week's  meeting,  over  which  Professor  Dewar  pre- 
sided, a  paper  was  read  by  Professor  JAMES  Ewing,  F.K.S., 
on  '•  Linde's  Method  of  Producing  Extreme  Cold  and 
Liquefying  Air."  This  method  differs  from  that  employed 
by  Dewar  in  being  regenerative — that  is,  the  cold  pro- 
duced by  the  treatment  of  one  portion  of  air  is  communicated 
to  the  portion  which  is  next  coming  on  to  be  treated,  and  so  on, 
with  the  result  that  a  cumulative  cooling  proceeds,  which  is 
only  limited  by  the  leakage  of  heat  into  tbe  apparatus  from 
outside.  Dr.  Linde  also  provides  for  the  evaporation  of  the 
nitrogen  from  the  liquefied  air,  so  as  to  get  a  liquid  rich  in 
oxygen,  and  he  has  so  far  succeeded  in  this  that  the 
machines  are  to  be  used  for  industrial  purposes.  He  is  now 
constructing  a  machine  of  120  horse-power  for  the  Hhenania 
Chemical-works  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  which  is  to  be  applied  to 
the  improvement  of  the  Deacon  process  of  chlorine-manu- 
facture. This  machine  is  expected  to  produce  50  litres  of 
liquid  air  per  hour,  or  in  round  numbers  1  lb.  of  liquid  air 
per  horse-power  hour.  In  the  Deacon  process,  as  ordinarily 
carried  out,  a  mixture  of  hydrochloric  acid  with  air  is 
treated,  and  a  mixture  of  chlorine  with  nitrogen  is  produced. 
Dr.  Linde's  machine  will  serve  two  purposes — namely,  (1)  to 
increase  the  efficiency  of  the  process  by  substituting  a  gas 
rich  in  oxygen  for  atmospheric  air  in  the  first  instance,  and 
(2)  after  the  treatment  to  cause  the  chlorine  to  be  separated 
as  a  liquid  from  the  mixed  product  without  compression 
through  the  agency  of  cold. 

A  good  discussion  followed,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
Chairman  expressed  his  admiration  of  Dr.  Linde's  work. 


SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 
London  Section. 
At  the  meeting  held  in  Burlington  House  ^on  Monday 
evening  Mr.  R.  Wallace  read  a  paper  on 

The  Chemical  Industries  at  Foyers. 

He  described  the  extensive  works  erected  at  Foyers  by  the 
British  Aluminium  Company  (Limited)  for  the  manufacture 
of  aluminium  and  carbide  calcium,  at  a  third  less  cost 
than  that  of  coal  and  steam.  Some  slides  were  thrown 
upon  the  screen,  showing  the  factory  lying  at  a  low  level 
with  the  water  from  the  Falls  carried  down  to  work  the 
dynamos  by  tunnels  and  turbines.  An  interesting  history'of 
the  aluminium-industry  up  to  the  present  time  followed, 
electrolysis  being  found  to  be  the  best  agent  for  its  produc- 
tion, 1  lb.  of  metal  per  12  electrical  horse-power  being  pro- 
duced. He  also  described  the  production  of  alumina  at 
Larne,  and,  after  enlarging  upon  the  virtues  of  aluminium, 
stated  that  the  industry  is  growing  rapidly. 


CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
At  the  meeting  held  at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  on  March  10, 
Mr.  J.  Fotheegill  read  a  paper  entitled,  "R:sume  of 
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Mercury.''  Going  bark  to  the  time  that  tins  metal 
•was  first  mentioned  (by  Theophrastus,  B.C.  300),  the  writer 
traced  its  history,  and  how  it  was  made  in  these  early 
days;  we  have  not  improved  much  upon  the  first  methods. 
He  then  i-poke  of  its  use  in  medicine — Paracelsus  having 
been  responsible  for  its  introduction — and  quoted  largely 
from  an  old  book  which  he  had  found  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Library,  and  which  he  did  not  name,  in  order  to  show  how 
very  general  and  empirical  was  the  administration  of  mer- 
curials in  the  eighteenth  century.  Even  now  there  are  more 
preparations  of  mercury  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  than  of  any 
other  metal.  The  phaimacy  of  mercurials  gave  Mr.  Fother- 
gill  an  opportunity  of  calling  attention  to  the  great  extent 
to  which  the  metallic  and  mercurous  preparations  undergo 
oxidation — on  this  point  Mr.  Barnard  Proctor  and  other 
authorities  being  called  into  requisition.  Mr.  Fothergill  also 
spoke  generally  on  the  therapeutics  of  mercury. 


THE  LIVERPOOL  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  last  meeting  was  held  on  Maich  10,  Mr.  John  Bain 
(President)  in  the  chair. 

The  Late  Mi:.  R.  H.  Mitchell. 

Reference  was  made  to  the  lamented  death  of  Mr.  R.  H. 
Mitchell,  who  had  laboured  so  hard  in  his  sphere  for 
phaimacy,  and  a  vote  of  condolence  was  passed,  which  the 
Secretary  was  authorised  to  forward  to  Mrs.  Mitchell. 

Several  miscellaneous  communications  of  interest  were 
contributed. 

Home-crown  Loofahs. 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  T.  H.  Wardleworth)  exhibited  a  fine 
specimen  of  the  fruit  of  Lvffa  cpgyptiaca,  which  had  been 
grown  at  the  Liverpool  Botanical  Gardens  by  the  Curator, 
Mr.  James  Guttridge,  who  stated  that  the  plant  could  be 
grown  under  the  usual  conditions  applicable  to  cucumbers. 
The  specimen  was  about  2  feet  long. 

Atropine  from  Mandragora  Officinalis. 

Mr.  P.  H.  Marsden  a^ked  if  Mandragora  officinalis  could 
be  employed  as  a  source  of  atropine.  He  understood  Sir  B.  W. 
Richardson  had  successfully  tried  the  alkaloid  it  yielded. 

Some  doubt  was  expressed  by  several  members  as  to  the 
possibility  of  succeeding  in  this  matter,  although  the  yield 
was  said  to  be  much  larger  from  Mandragora  officinalis  than 
from  other  sources. 

Opium- adulteration. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Hornblower  showed  a  pat  of  manufacturing 
Turkish  opium,  the  great  bulk  of  which  consisted  of  buck- 
shot, the  weight  being  very  greatly  increased. 

Piquia  Oil. 

Mr.  Thomas  H.  Wardleworth  then  exhibited  a  sample 
of  piquia  oil  from  Maianham  which  had  lately  arrived,  and 
was  said  to  be  used  in  the  place  of  cod-liver  oil  by  the 
natives.  They  also  use  it  instead  of  butter.  It  is  obtained 
from  the  seeds  of  Caryocar  braziliense,  a  native  of  Guinea 
and  Brazil.  The  oil  is  a  concrete  yellow  substance,  retaining 
the  flavour  of  the  fruit,  resembling  closely  pineapple,  but 
this  is  not  apparent  to  the  taste.  He  also  exhibited  a 
sample  of 

Pichurim  Beans 

and  bark,  the  latter  being  employ? d  in  Peru  as  an  astringent 
in  dysentery.  They  were  sometimes  known  as  sassafras 
"beans,  and  had  a  pleasant  sassafras  odour,  and  were  used 
sometimes  for  flavouring  chocolate.  He  also  exhibited  a 
sample  of  the  pith  of  Sassafras  officinalis,  which  is  in  the 
U.S.  Pharmacopoeia,  and  is  employed  as  a  demulcent  and  for 
mucilages. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  then  read  a  paper  by  himself  and  Mr. 
J.  T.  Catford  on 

Glucose-estimation  at  the  Dispensing-counter, 
and  said  he  proposed  to  show  what  could  be  accomplished 
in  the  determination  of  the  percentage  of  glucose  in  urine, 
with  only  the  ordinary  utensils  of  the  dispensing-counter, 
the  apparatus  required  being  :  — 


1.  A       cyiindiical  minim  measure,  to  serve  as  a  burette. 
2  A  porcelain  capsule  such  as  is  used  in  making  sup- 
positories. 

3.  A  piece  of  stout  wire  as  support  for  the  capsule  over  the 
sealing-jet. 

4.  Fehling's  solution,  the  alkaline  tartrate  solution  for 
which  need  not  be  very  exact  as  to  strength. 

Hie  cupiic  solution  is  made  by  dissolving  cuprj 
sulphas  B.P.  in  *ij.  of  water,  or,  to  be  quite  exact,  weigh  into 
a  -tared  vial  2  oz.  av.  less  7  gr.  (i.e.,  868  gr.)  of  distilled 
water,  maik  the  point  it  reaches,  pour  a  little  out,  introduce 
the  5j.  cupri  sulph.  pur.,  dissolve  and  make  up  to  the  mark 
again  with  water.  Each  fluid  drachm,  or  rather  63  min.,  will 
contain  1  gr.  of  metallic  copper.  Granulated  zinc  10  gr.,  with 
10  drops  of  sulphuric  acid,  will  precipitate  5  gr.  of  copper 
from  5f  fl.  dr.  (i.e.,  315  min.)  of  the  solution,  which  may 
serve  to  test  any  old  and  doubtful  sample  of  No.  1  Fehling,. 
but  a  solution  made  as  described  will  not  require  checking. 
The  strength  is  expressed  by  stating  that  of  the  mixed  solu- 
tions : — 

10  c.c.  are  reduced  by  0  05  gramme  of  glucose,  or,  in  other  words. 
200        „  „         1-00         „  „         so  that 

200        „  „  1C0  c.c.  of  1-per-cent.   glucose  solution, 

therefore  it  follows  that 

200  min.  are  reduced  by  1C0  min.  of  the   same    glucose  solution, 
or  „    50      „      a  2-per-cent.       „  „ 

and  so  on. 

The  percentage  being  obtained  by  dividing  the  number  of 
minims  used  into  100. 

Any  strength  between  .!  and  5  per  cent,  is  thus  easily  deter- 
mined ;  but  beyond  those  |limits  a  slight  modification  is. 
advisable.  If  less  than  20  min.  of  the  glucose  solution  are 
required  (e.ff.,.rriK.^  10  per  cent.)  it  is  better  to  dilute  to  one- 
tenth  (",j.  +  5ix.  of  water).  The  percentage  is  then  found  by 
dividing  one-tenth  the  number  of  minims  used  into  100. 

Then  100  min.  containing  10   min.  of  urine  =  10  per  cent, 
i,    125      „         „     12k    „         „        8    „  , 
and  so  on 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  glucose  solution  is  so  weak  that 
much  more  than  200  min.  is  required,  the  Fehling  solution  is 
diluted, to  one-tenth,  and  then  if  200  min.  containing  20  min. 
of  normal  Fehling  are  reduced  by  100,  this  contains  only 
01  per  cent,  of  glucose,  if  by  50  this  contains  only  0  2  of 
glucose,  and  so  on.  100  -r  number  of  minims  required  gives 
the  percentage  in  tenths. 

The  actual  process  is  conducted  as  follows : — 
100  min.  of  each  of  the  Fehling  solutions  (cupric  and  tar- 
trate) are  measured  into  the  capsule,  and  the  measure  rinsed' 
once  or  twice  into  the  same.  Set  the  capsule  on  the  wire  sup- 
port over  the  gas-jet  to  gently  simmer.  Fill  the  measure  with 
the  liquid  to  be  estimated,  and  add  it  gradually  to  the  Fehling 
solution  until  the  blue  colour  disappears.  The  final  point  is- 
better  indicated  by  a  solution  of  a  small  crystal  of  potassium 
ferricyanide  in  acetic  acid,  drops  of  which,  spotted  on  an 
ointment-slab  or  pill-tile  by  a  glass  rod, showing  theapproach- 
ing  finality  sharper  than  the  disappearance  of  the  faint  blue 
colour.  The  whole  operation  takes  less  time  than  is  needed 
to  describe  it,  and  it  would  be  possible  to  estimate  and 
report  on  a  sample  of  diabetic  urine  in  the  time  that  the 
medical  man  is  writing  a  prescription,  the  chemist  gaining 
also  for  himself  a  reputation  for  smartness.  In  the  discussion 
which  followed,  Mr.  J.  Smith  said  personally  he  preferred 
to  use  the  burette  to  the  minim  measure.  He  would  like  to 
ask  the  essayist  if  he  had  had  any  experience  of  Gerard's  test 
for  grape-sugar,  as  he  had  tried  it  many  times,  but  found 
that  results  varied  much,  in  harmony  with  the  variation  in 
the  speed  of  adding  to  the  solution. 

Mr.  P.  H.  Marsden  said  it  was  stated  in  some  text-books 
that  different  speeds  gave  different  results.  He  found  Gerard's- 
test  failed  to  give  eulirely  satisfactory  results.  As  to  tbe  speed 
to  be  observed  in  adding  to  the  solution,  he  believed  that 
60  drops  per  minute  was  recognised  as  being  the  most  ad- 
vantageous. 

Mr.  Cowley,  in  reply,  said  his  paper  was  merely  intended 
for  the  everyday  ordinary  chemist,  not  the  scientific  one. 
As  to  Gerard's  process,  he  had  not  had  large  experience  of 
it,  but  had  found  the  solution  liable  to  rapid  oxidation,  and 
that  it  was  only  possible  to  arrive  at  approximate  results. 
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Mr.  H.  B.  Mobgan  then  read  his  paper  on 
Necrology, 

and,  after  reviewing  the  methods  of  disposal  of  the  dead 
adopted  by  the  ancients,  dealt  with  embalming  ;  and  in 
speaking  of  the  ancient  method  employed  for  the  Pontiffs, 
and  which  he  believed  would  be  followed  when  the  present 
Pope  dies,  said  it  entailed  the  use  of  40  lbs.  of  antiseptic 
powder,  composed  of  dried  salt,  gall-nuts,  aloes,  myrrh, 
cloves,  incense,  and  camphor,  6  lbs.  aromatic  vinegar,  4  lbs. 
camphorated  spirit,  and  2  lbs.  balsamic  spirit-varnish,  com- 
posed of  alcohol,  ol.  Javand.,  and  bals.  Peru.  The  modern 
methods  fairly  frequently  performed  on  the  Continent  consist 
of  the  very  slow  injection  of  one  or  other  of  the  following  solu- 
tions : — Zinc  chloride,  mercuric  chloride,  arsenic,  sulphurous 
acid,  camphor  in  wood-spirit,  wood-vinegar,  &c,  the  lec- 
turer finishing  by  a  description  of  cremation  as  practised  at 
Liverpool. 


ULSTER  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
At  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  this  Association,  held  on 
March  1,  at  Belfast,  Mr.  James  Tate,  M. P.S.I.  (President),  in 
the  chair,  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Camlin  read  a  paper  on 

Ways  and  Means. 

Chemists,  he  said,  were  in  business  to  make  a  livelihood.  It 
should  not  be  their  sole  aim  in  life  to  make  money,  but  it 
must  be  an  important  object.  He  urged  that  they  ought 
themselves  to  appreciate  the  value  of  their  education,  other- 
wise how  could  they  expect  the  public  to  give  them  their 
esteem.  They  had  a  right  to  charge  for  their  time  and 
skill.  Further  he  urged  that  they  should  co-operate  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  in  their  local  association,  and, 
finally,  he  alluded  to  the  modern  style  of  turning  chemists' 
windows  into  peep-shows,  which,  he  thought,  was  evidence  of 
a  decline  of  pharmacy. 

The  subject  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Tate,  Johnston, 
Elliott,  Allen,  Steatton,  and  Guiles. 


OXFORD  AND   DISTRICT  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  at  the  Clarendon  Hotel  on 
March  8,  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  enusing 
year :— President,  Mr.  H.  Matthews;  Vice-Presidents,  Mr.  G. 
C.  Druce,  Mr.  H.  Thurland,  and  Mr.  Prior  ;  Committee,  Messrs. 
Burbank,  Dolbear,  Jessop,  and  Jenkins ;  Hon.  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  Mr.  C.  P.  A.  Morrison. 


NEWPORT  AND  MONMOUTHSHIRE  CHEMISTS' 
ASSOCIATION. 
This  Association  held  its  monthly  meeting  on  March  15,  at 
the  Shaftesbury  Hotel,   Newport,  Mr.  T.  P.  Garrett  pre- 
siding. 

P.A.T.A. 

This  movement  was  commended  by  Mr.  Phillips,  and  it 
was  decided  to  do  all  that  could  be  done  to  get  all  chemists 
in  the  district  to  join. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  Benyon  Harries,  in  introducing  the  subject,  said 
the  new  Pharmacy  Bill  was,  he  thought,  a  very  desirable 
thing,  as  it  tended  to  unite  chemists  into  one  brotherhood. 
If  a  chemist  and  druggist  qualification  was  sufficient  to 
enable  a  chemist  to  be  in  business  on  his  own  account,  it 
should  give  him  a  voice  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  The 
Society  would,  he  believed,  gain  financially,  as  the  new  con- 
ditions will  be  an  inducement  to  every  chemist  to  become 
a  M.P.S.  He  hoped  it  would  lead  to  more  trade  matters 
being  discussed,  and  that  purely  scientific  matters  would 
not  hold  such  a  prominent  position.  Continuing,  he  said 
they  had  written  to  the  local  members  asking  them  to 
support  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  had  received  favourable 
replies.  He  hoped,  if  the  Bill  passed,  they  would  have  a 
more  representative  body,  and  if  they  had  a  curriculum  that 
it  would  include  studies  of  a  strictly  business  character.  In 
regard  to  the  Preliminary,  he  thought  it  would  be  well  that 
an  apprentice  should  be  able  to  attach  A.P.S.  to  his  name- 
it  would  be  an  encouragement  in  his  studies. 

A  discussion  followed,  and  a  resolution  approving  of  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  was  passed. 


Jffstibitibs  anb  (Bnttrtamments. 


THE  festivity  member  of  our  staff  was  nearly  striking  last 
week.  He  said  he  did  not  mind  the  game  being  a  little 
high  at  some  of  the  dinners,  but  tovjours perdrix,  he  said, 
had  worn  out  other  men  before  him,  and  that  blessed 
Pharmacy  Bill  was  like  the  water  dropping  on  the  stone. 
This  derangement  of  metaphors  we  recognised  as  a  serious 
sign,  so  we  took  him  off  pharmacy  dinners  for  a  while  and 
sent  him  to  banquets  of  a  different  character,  for  which 
invitations  had  fortunately  come  in  at  the  moment.  The 
first  was  a 

MlNEBAL-WATEB  MAKERS'  BANQUET, 

held  at  the  Cecil  Hotel  on  March  10.    It  was  the  twelfth 
annual  dinner  of  the  Mineral-water  Bottle  Exchange  and 
Trade  Protection  Society  (Limited)  of  London,  and  was 
a  very  happy  affair.    Over  two  hundred  gentlemen  responded 
to  the  invitation  of  the  London  Society,  and  some  fifty  of 
them  came  from  the  country — some  even  from  the  Channel 
Islands.  The  Secretary  (Mr.  Walter  Davenport),  who  is  a  great 
mathematician,  said  the  visitors  at  this  dinner  had  travelled 
13,000  miles  to  come  to  it.    The  President  was  Mr.  E.  S. 
Crick,  of  Barrett's  Bottling  Company,  and  he  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Richard  Johnson,  J.P.,C.C.  (President  of  the  National 
Alliance  of  Mineral-water  Makers),  and  Mr.  W.  Tooke 
(Secretary  of  the  same).    Messrs.  Geo.  Banks  (Deptford), 
Mark  Beaufoy  (Lambeth),  T.  S.  Day  (Wimbledon),  and  C.  T. 
Hills  (Camberwell)  were  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  night, 
and  amongst  the  company  were  readily  recognised  repre- 
sentatives of  the  great  mineral-water  industry  and  of  the  firms 
who   supply  them  with   the  very  necessary  machinery, 
essences,  bottles,  &c.     The  toast-list  was  comprehensive, 
and  the  songs  and  entertainments  were  more  numerous  still, 
so  that  it  was  near  on  midnight  before  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  " 
was  sung.    The  Chairman  proposed  "  The  London  Associa- 
tion— Success  to  it"  in  an  interesting  speech,  in  which  he 
told  how  the  Society  had  gone  on  prospering  these  past 
twelve  years.    They  were  not  an  association  for  profit,  but 
were  banded  together  for  mutual  protection,  and  they  did 
not  measure  their  strength  by  their  balance  at  the  bank, 
but  by  the  immeasurable  good  they  had  done  by  combina- 
tion and  by  fostering  commercial  integrity.    The  nation 
should  be  judged,  he  maintained,  by  what  it  drank,  and 
there  never  was  a  time  when  such  an  enormous  quantity  of 
non-alcoholic  drinks  was  consumed  as  at  the  present  day, 
which  showed  that  the  people  must  be  becoming  mere 
sober.     But  it  was  the  excellence  of  the  goods  which  induced 
the  people  to  drink  them,  and  which,  therefore,  made  them 
sober.    And  the  company  clinked  their  champagne-glasses 
in  honour  of  their  own  virtue.    The  Secretary  subsequently 
stated  that  there  was  a  solitary  bottle  of  Apollinaris  water 
somewhere.    It  was  believed  to  be  at  the  Press  table.  But 
there  was  no  other  trace  of  the  trade  among  all  those  two 
hundred  diners,  and  perhaps  it  was  as  well,  for  whose  manu- 
facture dare  anybody  order  in  such  an  assembly  ?  The 
Chairman  went  on  to  make  some  pertinent  observations  on 
the    Workmen's    Compensation   Bill,   which,   he  argued, 
fostered  the  employment  of  young  and  irresponsible  men 
instead  of  family  men,  who  were  the  backbone  of  the 
country.    A  fatal  accident  to  the  father  of  a  family  in  their 
works  might  involve  the  payment  of  3001. ,  while  a  single 
man  might  be  killed  at  a  cost  of  101.    This,  he  thought,  was 
a  serious  defect  in  the  Act.    Mr.  Walter  Davenport,  replying 
to  this  toast,  said  they  had  now  321  hond-fide  mineral-water 
makers  of  London  on  their  books,  and  they  had  increased 
their  funds  during  the  year  by  360Z.,  notwithstanding  that 
they  had  reduced  their  bottle  charges  and  had  a  greatly 
diminished  number  of  strays  to  turn  over.    When  the  bottle- 
charging  first  started  they  collected  as  many  as  33,000  dozen 
bottles  from  the  dust-yards  in  a  year ;  during  1897,  as  a 
result  of  the  efforts  of  the  Council  in  pressing  forward  the 
deposit  system,  this  number  was  reduced  by  nearly  one- third. 
The  law-costs  incurred  by  taking  proceedings  against  wrong- 
doers had  been  practically  nil  during  the  year,  whilst  in  the 
early  stage  of  the  Society  they  ran  into  hundreds  of  pounds, 
which  also  was  a  significant  fact.    Mr.  Davenport  also  pro- 
posed the  toast  of  "  The   National  Union  and  Kindred 
Societies,"  for  which  Mr.  Richard  Johnson,  J.P.,  replied.  He 
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took  a  different  view  from  that  of  the  President  as  to  the 
moral  effects  of  mineral  waters ;  according  to  him  whisky 
had  taken  the  place  of  port,  and  the  extra  minerals  were  used 
for  dilution.  Still,  he  agreed  that  some  good  must  come  to  a 
city  such  as  London,  where  the  average  daily  consumption  of 
non-alcoholic  drinks  exceeded  a  million  bottles,  and  no  doubt 
there  was  a  proportionate  consumption  through  the  country. 
Speaking  of  the  improper  use  of  their  bottles,  Mr.  Johnson 
said  fatal  accidents  had  so  often  occurred  by  putting  carbolic 
acid  and  other  poisons  not  scheduled  in  mineral-water  bottles 
that  he  had  got  his  friend  Mr.  Woods,  M.P.,  to  put  a  question 
to  the  Home  Secretary,  and  the  reply  was  that  the  Privy 
Council  were  preparing  a  Bill  to  deal  with  the  sale  of  such 
poisons.  Mr.  MarkBeaufoy  proposed  "The  Visitors  "in  a  lively 
speech,  and  Mr.  Collard  replied  for  them.  Mr.  James 
Johnson  proposed  "The  Press,"  and  Mr.  Nisbet,  junior 
counsel  in  a  libel  action  which  the  journal  of  the  National 
Union  had  recently  gone  through,  responded.  Mr.  Adpar 
Jones  (Idris  &  Co.),  in  proposing  "  The  Officers  of  the 
Society,"  said  that  many  years  ago,  when  he  entered  the 
trade,  every  mineral-water  maker  sailed  in  his  own  boat. 
That  night  they  were  in  one  big:  ship,  with  a  jolly  good 
captain  and  a  capable  crew,  who  did  their  work  thoroughly 
and  were  as  true  as  steel.  Officers  were  expensive 
luxuries,  but  those  of  the  Mineral-water  Bottle  Exchange  had 
proved  themselves  well  worth  their  money.  Mr.  T.  Henley 
Smith  (accountant  to  the  Society)  responded.  Some  clever 
musical  performers,  Fred  Russell,  the  ventriloquist,  and 
others  contributed  to  the  evening's  pleasure. 
The  other  event  was  a  discussion  on 

Adulteration  and  Misrepresentation 

organised  by  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  was 
pleasantly  introduced  by  a  dinner  at  the  Trocadero  on 
March  15.  To  have  a  definite  topic  to  talk  about  (so  long  as 
it  is  not  the  Pharmacy  Bill)  makes  the  evening  seem  much 
more  useful,  though  we  do  not  know  that  any  important 
result  has  been  achieved  by  this  assembly.  But  certainly 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  does  its  best  to  get  the  right  sort 
of  men  together.  Among  those  present  were  Sir  H.  G. 
Bergne  (Commercial  Department,  Foreign  Office),  Mr.  H. 
W.  Primrose  (Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Customs),  Mr.  R. 
Bannister  (Government  Laboratory),  Dr.  R.  Farquharson,  Dr. 
Bernard  Dyer  (President  of  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts), 
Dr.  \V.  Collingridge  (Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Port  of 
London),  and  Professor  Curtis  Cope  (Board  of  Agriculture). 

Sir  Charles  Cameron,  M.P.  (Chairman),  in  opening  the 
discussion,  alluded  to  the  part  he  took  in  promoting  the 
1875  and  1890  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  said  he  had  taken 
an  interest  in  the  question  of  adulteration  for  the  last  twenty- 
five  years,  as  he  recognised  that  the  practice  was  the  most 
unfair  form  of  competition.  He  considered  the  report  of 
the  Government  Committee  of  last  year  absolutely  unsatis- 
factory, and  said  an  invoice  should  be  sufficient  guarantee  to 
the  retail  trader  without  requiring  a  written  guarantee  in 
every  particular  instance. 

Mr.  Kearley,  M.P.,  advocated  the  establishment  of  a  Court 
of  Reference  as  recommended  by  the  Government  Com- 
mittee, and  laid  stress  on  the  fact  that  whatever  Act  was 
passed  it  must  be  vigorously  enforced.  Freedom  from 
adulteration  at  present  was  in  direct  proportion  to  the  way 
the  Act  was  enforced.  Taking  the  figures  of  six  London 
vestries,  where  699  samples  of  milk  were  taken,  40  per  cent, 
were  found  to  be  adulterated ;  while  in  Manchester,  out  of 
1,600  samples,  only  3  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  defective. 
The  Government  should  have  power,  he  considered,  to 
inspect  goods  at  the  port  of  entrance  as  they  do  in  the  case 
of  tea,  a  course  which  would  effectually  stop  adulteration  in 
butter.  Alluding  to  the  inadequate  fines  inflicted  by  magis- 
trates for  repeated  adulteration,  he  considered  a  man  should 
be  sent  to  prison  for  the  third  offence. 

Mr.  J.  Innes  Rogers  (Travers  &  Sons,  wholesale  grocers) 
said  the  present  law  was  hard  on  small  people.  The 
Government  should  have  powers  of  destroying  adulterated 
articles  similar  to  those  possessed  by  the  Grocers'  Company 
(which  had  been  allowed  to  lapse).  A  Court  of  Reference 
should  be  appointed,  and  with  it  should  be  left  the 
fixing  of  proper  descriptive  names  for  goods. 

Mr.  R.  Bannister  (Somerset  House)  said  the  Government 
should  have  power  to  compel  local  authorities  to  carry 
out  the  present  Acts  in  the  same  way  as  in  the  case  of 


fertilisers.  He  alluded  to  the  difficulties  in  fixing  standards 
for  natural  products  and  to  the  inadequate  cost9  awarded  by 
magistrates,  instancing  a  case  where  a  man  was  defendant 
in  a  lard  case,  and  got  151.  costs,  but  was  still  out  of  pocket 
by  400^.  Analysts  should  be  more  competent ;  of  the  cases 
referred  to  the  Somerset  House  chemists,  there  were  33  3  per 
cent,  in  which  they  did  not  agree  with  the  analysts. 

Mr.  Defries  said  butter-substitutes  were  not  necessarily 
prejudicial  to  health.  More  attention,  he  considered,  should 
be  given  to  the  conditions  under  which  milk  and  butter  were 
produced. 

Mr.  Frye  (Leverett  &  Frye)  could  not  see  why  a  mixture 
of  margarine  and  butter  should  be  prohibited  while  chicory 
and  coffee  was  allowable. 

Dr.  Collingridge  said  that  while  we  could  trust  our  own 
colonies  not  to  send  us  adulterated  goods,  it  was  not  always 
so  with  foreign  countries.  He  instanced  condensed  milk, 
and  said  there  were  four  or  five  brands  on  the  market  made 
from  skimmed  milk.  There  was  no  proper  registration  of 
analysts  in  this  country,  and  no  proper  provision  for  their 
adequate  education.    This  should  be  remedied. 

Dr.  Bernard  Dyer  said  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
appointing  a  Board  of  Reference,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to 
find  out  what  were  proper  standards.  The  offence  in  the 
case  of  milk  should  be  that  of  selling  milk  below  standard 
quality. 

Professor  Cope  pointed  out  that  a  Board  of  Reference 
existed  in  regard  to  imported  animals,  which  had  power  to 
destroy  diseased  cattle.  Cowsheds  in  urban  districts  should 
be  under  a  more  rigid  inspection. 

Mr.  Cushen  (Davies  &  Evans,  grocers)  said,  on  the  principle 
of  "  what  is  sauce  for  the  goose  is  sauce  for  the  gander,"  in 
regard  to  imprisonment  for  the  third  offence  analysts  ought 
to  be  subjected  to  the  same  law.  His  experience  was  that 
they  were  mainly  fools. 

Mr.  Beck  (Neve  k  Beck)  and  Mr.  Elliott  (a  barrister)  spoke 
from  the  legal  point  of  view.  Mr.  Grigg  (Fulham  food 
inspector)  spoke  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  samples,  and,  in 
regard  to  inspection  of  cowsheds  in  urban  districts,  said  it 
could  not  be  done  unless  proper  salaries  were  paid.  He  knew 
a  case  of  a  rural  inspector,  with  125  miles  under  his  in- 
spection, who  was  paid  only  251.  a  year.  Inspectors  should 
be  under  the  control  of  the  Local;  Government  Board ;  at 
present  they  dare  not  be  energetic,  as  their  masters,  the 
vestrymen,  being  mostly  retail  traders,  took  care  to  remove 
them  if  any  of  the  cases  affected  them. 

Mr.  Van  den  Bergh  said  skimmed  condensed  milk  came 
largely  from  Ireland.  Condensed  milk  was  not  so  largely 
used  for  feeding  infants  as  they  thought,  it  was  used  largely 
in  coffee.  He  warned  them  not  to  overlegislate,  and  instanced 
the  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  which  had  helped  on  German 
trade  to  an  immense  degree. 

Mr.  Ralph  Dodd  (representing  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys) 
and  Mr.  Domeier,  chemical  and  drug  merchant,  were  the 
only  representatives  of  the  drug-trade  present,  and  both 
declined  to  take  part  in  the  discussion. 

The  "Pattern  Society"  at  Dinner. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Nottingham  and  Notts  Chemists' 
Association  was  held  on  March  10  at  the  Albert  Hotel, 
Nottingham.  Mr.  R.  FitzHugh,  J.P.  (President),  was  in  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme  (Vice-President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society)  and  Mr.  Philip  S.  Clay  (Chief  Con- 
stable of  Nottingham)  were  among  the  guests.  Mr.  C.  A. 
Bolton,  the  local  secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
was  unable  to  be  present,  owing  to  a  family  bereavement. 

The  toast  of  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society  "  was  proposed 
by  Mr.  W.  Gill,  in  a  speech  which  was  partly  complimentary 
and  partlycritical.  The  Society,  he  maintained,  had  faithfully 
discharged  its  duty  to  the  State.  It  had  steadily  increased 
the  stringency  of  the  test  examination  which  had  to  be 
passed  by  everyone  who  desired  to  enter  upon  a  pharmaceu- 
tical career,  and  it  had  also  been  careful  to  maintain  the 
Pharmacy  Acts  in  their  integrity.  Unfortunately,  the 
Society  had  no  control  over  pharmacists  after  they  had 
passed  their  examination.  As  soon  as  a  man  had  passed  his 
examination  he  could  turn  his  back  upon  the  Society.  That 
ought  not  to  be,  and  he  believed  that  if  they  could  all  be 
united,  chemists  would  have  a  higher  status  in  society.  He 
thought,  too,  the  Society  was  a  little  too  afraid  of  the 
bogey  of  free  trade.    He  was  a  believer  in  free  trade.  He 
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believed  in  what  was  called  a  free  breakfast  table  and  in  a 
free  dinner— (laughter)— but  they  must  draw  the  line  some- 
where, and  he  drew  it  at  drugs.  (Laughter.)  He  should  be 
glad  to  see  the  Society  take  up  a  more  forward  policy.  There 
was  at  present  too  much  pro  bono  publico  and  too  little  pro 
bono  pharmaco.  It  would  be  good  if  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  would  screw  up  courage  and  go  in  for  a  little  more 
protection.  There  were  a  good  many  things  which  ought  to 
be  in  the  hands  of  pharmacists,  and  in  the  hands  of  pharma- 
cists alone. 

Mr.  Newsholme,  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  said  the  reason 
why  many  chemists  remained  outside  the  Society  was 
probably  because  they  regarded  it  as  a  grievance  that  the 
organisation  had  not  done  certain  things.  Then,  in 
administering  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  the  Society  had  occa- 
sionally to  tread  upon  some  people's  corns,  and  as  an 
examining  body  it  could  not  command  universal  popularity. 
The  Society  could  do  nothing  unless  it  had  the  chemists  at 
its  back.  They  were  getting  nearer  to  the  time  when  that 
would  be  a  fact,  and  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  were  gradually  getting  the  whole  of  the  chemists  in  the 
country  with  them.  There  was  evidence  of  that  in  con- 
nection with  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  There  had  been  an 
almost  astounding  support  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
during  the  past  few  weeks.  He  therefore  hoped  before  long 
to  see  a  much  more  united  body  of  chemists.  He  did  not 
see  how  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  could  go  into  trade- 
matters  as  such.  So  long  as  it  remained  an  examining  body, 
responsible  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  they 
never  could  .become  a  trade-union,  and  he  did  not  think  it 
was  right  that  they  should. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Radford  proposed  "  The  Nottingham  and 
Notts  Chemists'  Association,"  which  was  replied  to  by 
the  Chairman,  who  said  their  Association  had  long  been 
looked  to  as  a  pattern  society,  and  it  had  done  as  much  as 
any  society  for  the  advancement  of  chemists.  Mr.  Wilford 
(Treasurer)  said  the  funds  of  the  Association  were  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and  during  the  past  season  all  the 
students  had  paid  their  own  fees,  having,  as  in  times  past, 
had  no  assistance  from  the  Association.  He  should  propose 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  that  they  should  vote  a 
donation  of  five  guineas  to  the  Benevolent  Fund.  Mr. 
Eberlin  (Secretary)  said  their  membership  was  now  fifty-one, 
with  forty-one  associates,  and  the  classes  had  been  attended 
by  larger  numbers  than  in  any  previous  season.  Mr.  A.  C. 
Vallance  proposed  "  The  City  and  Trade  of  Nottingham," 
Mr.  A.  E.  Beilby  responding.  Mr.  F.  R.  Sergeant  submitted 
"  The  Visitors,"  to  which  Mr.  Philip  S.  Clay  and  Mr. 
Vallance  replied.  And,  lastly,  Mr.  Gascoyne  paid  a  compli- 
ment to  the  Chairman,  mentioning  the  offices  he  had  filled 
from  Mayor  downwards ;  but  he  thought  there  was  no 
higher  testimony  to  any  man's  worth  than  to  stand  in  such  a 
position  amongst  the  members  of  his  own  craft  as  to  have 
been  elected  President  for  twenty  years. 

In  the  West. 

The  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonehouse  and  District 
Chemists'  Association  held  their  annual  smoking-concert  at 
the  Balfour  Hall  on  March  9,  Mr.  James  Cocks  (President) 
in  the  chair.  A  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent  by  about 
eighty  members  and  their  friends. 

With  the  "  Lombards." 

On  Friday  evening,  March  4,  the  "  Lombards "  Society, 
which,  we  believe,  means  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys'  staff, 
held  their  seventeenth  smoking-concert  at  the  Swan's  Nest 
Hotel,  Moorgate  Street.  Mr.  Clenyg  Jones  occupied  the 
chair,  and  a  capital  programme  had  been  arranged,  including 
the  Vesper  glee-singers,  Messrs.  Sadleur  Brown,  Charles 
Hinchliffe,  Frederick  Topping,  Wilson  James,  E.  J.  Wood, 
Master  La  Touche,  &c.  About  one  hundred  and  forty 
members  and  friends  thoroughly  enjoyed 'the  musical  fare 
put  before  them. 

Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  dinner  was  held  on  March  16,  the  President  of 
the  Association,  Alderman  Charles  Townsend,  in  the  chair. 
The  company  included  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  (Mr.  Walter  Hills),  Alderman  Gadd 


(Exeter),  Dr.  Barclay  J.  Baron,  Mr.  G.  H.  Perrin  (of  the 
Bristol  Chamber  of  Commerce),  Mr.  B.  Allen,  Mr.  B.  Keen 
(Hon.  Sec),  Messrs.  S.  R.  Atkins  (Salisbury),  J.  Cooper 
(Weston-super-Mare),  E.  Young,  Whitson  (Bath),  C.  W. 
Isaac,  H.  E.  Bourne,  W.  Berry,  J.  W.  White  (Stroud),  &c. 
After  the  loyal  toasts  the  President,  in  proposing  "  The  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Great  Britain,"  accorded  a  hearty 
greeting  to  Mr.  Hills,  who  followed  a  long  list  of  distinguished 
men  in  the  high  office  he  now  occupied  ;  and  after  making 
sympathetic  reference  to  the  death  of  Mr.  G.  F.  Schacht,  who 
had  done  so  much  in  the  interests  of  pharmacy — (hear,  hear) — 
went  on  to  say  he  was  interested  to  hear  from  Mr.  Hills  that 
the  new  Pharmacy  Bill  of  1898  might  possibly  get  into  Com- 
mittee in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  following  evening. 
From  the  experience  he  had  had  of  the  House  of 
Commons  he  was  not  very  sanguine  the  Bill  would  then  get 
through  Committee,  though  it  might  get  through  that  stage  ; 
but  he  was  gratified  to  find  the  whole  Council  of  the  Society 
were  agreed  on  the  point  that  it  was  necessary  to  enlarge 
their  borders,  and  that  the  large  number  of  men  through- 
out the  kingdom  who  had  passed  the  first  stage  and  become 
registered  in  consequence  of  passing  the  Minor  examination, 
which  was  now  far  in  advance  of  what  the  Major  was  many 
years  ago,  were  to  have  a  vote  and  be  eligible  on  election  for 
members  of  Council. 

Mr.  Hills,  in  replying,  said  that  the  duties  of  the  Society 
were  very  pleasurable  to  him,  as  he  had  had  the  pleasure  of 
receiving  so  much  support  from  his  colleagues  on  the 
Council  and  from  time  to  time  when  he  attended  provincial 
gatherings.  The  Society's  proceedings  were  criticised  in 
various  ways,  but  he  asked  them  to  consider  what  the  con- 
dition of  pharmacists  would  be  if  there  were  no  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain.  (Laughter.)  They  had 
only  to  take  up  the  "Calendar"  of  the  Society  to  see  the 
work  it  was  doing.  The  men  who  had  founded  the  Society 
and  developed  it  were  very  clear-headed  men,  who  had  done 
an  important  work.  A  large  number  of  chemists  did  not 
associate  themselves  with  the  Society,  but  he  knew  there 
was  a  very  strong  esprit  de  corps,  which  had  shown  itself 
during  the  last  few  weeks.  (Hear,  hear  )  He  had  been 
struck  with  the  amount  of  support  they  had  received  from 
every  portion  of  Great  Britain  in  connection  with  the  Phar- 
macy Act  Amendment  Bill.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  only  way  to  get 
the  Bill  through  Parliament  in  the  present  Session  was  to  get  it 
passed  entirely  unopposed.  He  was  pleased  to  say  that  the 
opposition  threatened  from  an  important  city  in  England 
did  not  now  exist.  (Applause.)  And  he  took  the  first 
opportunity  of  thanking  their  friends  in  Manchester  for  so 
loyally  giving  up  their  own  opinions,  which  they  had  every 
right  to  hold  with  reference  to  this  Bill,  in  deference  to  the 
generally-expressed  opinion  of  the  majority  of  those  asso- 
ciated with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  (Applause.)  But 
another  opposition  had  cropped  up,  and  this  time  from 
Glasgow.  It  was  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  there 
were  certain  notices  of  amendments  to  the  Bill.  He  thought 
it  unwise  he  should  enter  into  details  at  the  present  time, 
but  he  hoped  the  honourable  member  who  had  given  notice 
of  these  amendments  would,  on  being  more  fully  enlightened 
as  to  the  scope  of  the  Bill,  see  his  way  to  withdraw  those 
amendments.  He  trusted  that  if  they  did  not  get  the  Bill 
through  that  night  they  would  get  it  through  shortly,  as  it 
was  yet  early  in  the  Session.  There  was  a  strong  power  in 
the  Society  throughout  the  country,  and  he  hoped  that 
power  would  always  be  used  for  the  public  good,  as  well  as 
their  own.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Atkins  proposed  "  The  Medical  Profession,"  and  spoke 
of  the  intimate  relations  existing  between  pharmacists 
and  the  medical  profession. 

Dr.  Barclay  Baron,  responding,  alluded  to  the  close  ties 
existing  between  the  pharmacists  of  the  city  and  the 
medical  profession.  In  the  pharmacists  of  Bristol  they  had 
a  body  of  men  who  adhered  stiictly  to  the  ethical  rules  laid 
down  by  the  Society.  (Applause.)  Continuing,  he  said  he 
had  often  received  very  valuable  hints  from  pharmacists. 

Alderman  Gadd  proposed  "  The  City  and  Trade  of  Bristol," 
and  added  a  hope  that  the  new  Pharmacy  Bill  would  be 
passed,  and  the  men  outside  the  Society  would  come  in. 
They  should  adopt  the  Cornish  motto,  "  One  and  all." 

Mr.  G.  H.  Perrin,  responding,  referred  to  the  great  names 
associated  in  history  with  Bristol,  and  said  the  city  had 
made  rapid  strides  in  the  last  ten  years,  and  by  the  exten- 
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sion  of  its  boundaries  had  recently  assumed  much  more 
importance,  representing  nearly  350,000  inhabitants. 

Mr.  J.  Cooper  gave  "  The  Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion," and  recognised  the  efforts  of  its  Hon.  Secretary.  Mr. 
B.  Keen.  (Applause.)  He  remarked  that  there  were  15,000 
people  on  the  register,  and  only  5,000  connected  with  the 
Society,  so  that  the  work  before  it  was  obvious. 

Mr.  Keen,  in  his  reply,  emphasised  the  value  of  combina- 
tion amongst  the  local  Associations.  As  pharmacists,  they 
had  some  grievances  still  in  connection  with  limited-liability 
company  matters  and  the  education  question.  They  wanted 
an  enforced  curriculum.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  E.  Young  submitted  "  The  Health  of  our  Visitors," 
and  Mr.  Hills  proposed  "  The  Health  of  the  Chairman." 

The  speeches  of  the  evening  were  interspersed  with  con- 
tributions by  a  glee-party. 

Another  Midland  Smoker. 

Mr.  Radford  presided  on  March  9  at  a  smoking-concert  of 
the  Midland  Chemists'  Assistants  held  at  the  Exchange 
Restaurant,  Birmingham.  The  artists  were  Messrs.  Ferkin, 
Woolman,  Lawson,  Jones,  Stewart,  and  Skinner. 


Bankruptcies  ano  failures. 


Be  J.  Orme  &  Co.,  Cross  Street,  Finsbury,  Scientific- 
apparatus  Manufacturers. 

At  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  March  11,  before 
Mr.  Registrar  Brougham,  John  Orme,  trading  as  above, 
applied  for  his  discharge.  Proceedings  were  instituted  last 
November  upon  his  own  petition.  According  to  the  report 
of  the  Official  Receiver  the  accounts  showed  ranking  liabilities 
1,769?.  13s.  9d.  The  assets  will  realise  about  150?.,  sufficient 
to  pay  a  dividend  of  Is.  in  the  pound.  The  bankrupt  in  1879 
purchased  the  business  carried  on  at  65  Barbican  by  Mr.  M. 
Jackson,  his  employer,  who  died  in  that  year.  He  traded  in 
partnership  until  1881,  but  the  partner  then  retired,  and  the 
bankrupt  subsequently  traded  alone  until  last  September, 
when  the  bulk  of  his  stock  and  effects  was  sold  under  a 
distraint  for  rent.  He  then  moved  to  Cross  Street,  Finsbury., 
where  he  carried  on  business  until  the  failure,  an  execution 
having  shortly  before  been  levied  by  a  creditor.  A  private 
arrangement  was  accepted  by  the  creditors  in  1891,  under 
which  a  composition  of  7s.  6d.  in  the  pound  was  to  be  paid 
on  liabilities  of  3,0002.,  but  the  bankrupt  was  unable  to  carry 
the  arrangement  through,  and  a  portion  of  the  debts  are  in- 
cluded under  the  bankruptcy.  The  failure  was  attributed  to 
the  excessive  amount  that  the  bankrupt  agreed  to  pay  to  his 
partner  on  the  latter's  retirement,  to  the  heavy  strain  on  the 
business  resources  caused  by  the  private  arrangement  in 
1891,  to  the  gradual  decline  in  the  business,  to  loss  and 
liabilities  incurred  in  connection  with  an  electric  fog-signal 
that  he  patented,  and  to  the  eventual  stoppage  of  the 
business  and  resulting  loss  through  the  distraint  and  execu- 
tion. The  offences  reported  by  the  Official  Receiver  were 
(1)  insufficiency  of  assets  to  pay  10s.  in  the  pound  to  the 
unsecured  creditors;  (2)  imperfect  bookkeeping ;  (3)  trading 
with  knowledge  of  insolvency  ;  and  (4)  a  previous  arrange- 
ment with  creditors.  The  learned  Registrar  upheld  the 
report,  and  imposed  a  suspension  of  two  years  and  a  half. 
Order  entered  accordingly. 


Be  Joseph  Calvert,  Lurgan,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

In  the  Dublin  Bankruptcy  Court,  on  March  11,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Boyd,  application  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  official 
assignees  for  an  order  that  certain  fittings  on  the  premises 
of  the  bankrupt  might  be  declared  to  be  the  property  of  the 
assignees,  and  that  they  might  be  at  liberty  to  remove  same 
from  the  premises  and  realise  them  for  the  benefit  of  the 
creditors.  The  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited)  had  purchased 
he  premises  of  the  bankrupt  from  the  Belfast  Banking 
Company  (Limited),  selling  under  a  power  of  sale  contained 
in  a  mortgage  to  the  bank  dated  November  16,  1896.  The 
Ulster  Chemists  (Limited)  claimed  the  shop-fittings  and 
fixtures  as  having  passed  under  the  mortgage  of  the 
premises,  although  not  expressly  mentioned  therein.  Mr. 
Justice  Boyd  held  that  all  the  articles  claimed  by  the 
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Ulster  Chemists  (Limited)  were  fixtures,  and  passed  under 
the  mortgage  to  the  Belfast  Bank,  although  not  mentioned 
in  the  deed,  and  now  belonged  to  the  Ulster  Chemists 
(Limited),  and  that  the  claim  of  the  official  assignees  to 
these  articles  failed. 


Be  Pinnock   &  Abrams,  Mincing  Lane,   E.C.,  Produce- 
brokers  and  Merchants. 

The  creditors  under  this  failure  met  last  week  at  the 
London  Bankruptcy  Court,  and  agreed  to  a  scheme  of 
arrangement,  under  which  a  cash  composition  of  10s.  in  the 
pound  is  to  be  provided,  the  balance  being  paid  in  shares  of 
a  company  to  be  formed  to  carry  on  the  business.  An 
application  will  be  made  to  the  Court  in  due  course  to 
approve  the  scheme  and  to  annul  the  bankruptcy  proceedings. 
The  firm  failed  in  1896,  with  debts  3,962?.,  ranking  against 
assets  746?.  The  failure  was  chiefly  caused  by  heavy  losses 
on  contracts. 


Beet)  of  Hrranoement 


Wace,  Richard  Henry,  Oak  Villa,  Barker-house  Road,  and  8  Fondle 
Street,  Nelson,  medical  practitioner.  Trustee,  Samuel  Heath,  Broad 
Street  Chambers,  Nelson,  accountant.  Dated,  March  8  ;  filed, 
March  11.  Liabilities  unsecured,  533!.  19«. ;  estimated  net  assets, 
285;.  The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£    ».  d. 

Bretherton  &  Co.,  Blackburn  10   0  0 

Leggett,  — ,  Bolton   10   0  0 

Richardson  &  Co..  Leicester      ..       ..       ..  11    0  0 

Robinson  &  Robinson,  Nelson  .,       ..       ..       ..  175    0  0 

Rodgers,  Craig  R.,  Burnley    300   0  0 

Smith,  — ,  Nelson  10   0  0 

Sumner  &  Co.,  Liverpool. .       ..       ..       ..       ..    11    0  0 

Woolley  &  Sous,  Manchester  12    0  0 


<5a3ette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Evans,  R.,  and  Stott,  A.,  under  the  style  of  Evans,  Stott  &  Co.,  Liver- 
pool, paint-manufaoturers  and  oil-merchants. 

Revely,  J.  S.,  and  Vernon,  J.  J.,  under  the  style  of  Revely  & 
Vernon,  Stockport,  physicians  and  surgeons. 

Stanton,  G.,  and  Sumpter,  H.,  under  the  style  of  Gibbs  &  Atkins, 
Pritchard's  Road,  Hackney,  N.E.,  chemical-manufacturers. 

Wallop,  J.  F.,  and  Hewett,  G.,  under  the  style  of  Thomas  Mayo  & 
Co.,  Augustus  Street,  Regent's  Park,  N.W.,  mineral-water  manufac- 
turers. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 

Dodd,  Alexander  Russell,  Montagu  Street,  Portmau  Square,  W., 
surgeon. 

Order  made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

Groves,  Leonard,  Mark  Lane,  E.C.,  chemical-agent— discharge  suspended 
for  two  years,  ending  February  10, 1900. 


Graoe  motes. 


A  Wine-licence  certificate  was  granted  on  March  9  to 
Mrs.  Emily  Jeffries,  widow  of  Mr.  Henry  Jeffries,  chemist 
and  druggist,  23  High  Street,  Guildford. 

"Eureka"  Weed-killer. — Messrs.  Tomlinson  &  Hay- 
ward,  Mint  Street  Chemical-works,  Lincoln,  the  makers  of 
the  "Eureka"  weed-killer,  have  received  a  testimonial  as  to 
the  efficacy  of  their  preparation  from  the  Royal  Horticul- 
tural Society.  *  "Eureka"  weed- killer  is  packed  in  a  safe 
and  convenient  manner,  and  is  economical  to  use,  being 
concentrated  so  that  it  requires  diluting  with  fifty  times  its 
bulk  of  water.  The  firm  have  also  a  powder  form  of 
weed-killer,  and  both  the  liquid  and  powder  are  distinctively 
coloured  to  guard  against  misuse.  Messrs.  Tomlinson  & 
Hayward  say  in  their  advertisements  that  these  prepara- 
tions are  obtainable  from  chemists,  through  whom,  they  tell 
us,  the  bulk  of  their  trade  in  these  articles  is  done. 
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%CQal  TReports. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Spt.  /Ether.  Nit. 

Three  chemists  were  prosecuted  at  the  South- Western 
Police  Court  on  March  9,  for  selling  spirit  of  nitrous  ether 
"  deficient  in  the  active  principle  of  the  preparation."  The 
defendants  were  Mr.  Walter  Bignold,  45  Falcon  Road,  the 
deficiency  in  his  case  being  88-46  per  cent. ;  Mr.  Cresswell 
Collen,  78  St.  John's  Road,  40  67;  and  Mr.  William  Heale, 
193  Battersea  Park  Road,  26  3  per  cent. 

The  prosecutions  were  conducted  by  Mr.  W.  W.  Young,  and 
Mr.  Cassall,  the  analyst,  was  present.  Miss  Thurgood,  the 
recently-appointed  lady  inspector  to  the  Battersea  Vestry, 
was  the  principal  witness.  Mr.  Hanne  appeared  for  Mr. 
Collen. 

Mr.  Francis  (the  Magistrate)  suggested  that  the  substance 
might  have  evaporated. 

Mr.  Young  replied  that  allowing  for  that  the  nitrous  ether 
should  contain  at  least  five  times  its  volume  of  gas.  In  this 
case  the  gas  was  very  much  less  than  that. 

In  regard  to  the  summons  against  Mr.  Collen,  Mr.  Hanne 
took  the  objection  that  the  defendant  was  summoned  for 
selling  nitrous  ether,  whereas  "  spirits  of  nitrous  ether  "  was 
asked  for. 

Miss  Thurgood  said  she  asked  for  spirits  of  nitrons  ether. 
Mr.  Isaac  Young  proved  carrying  out  the  formalities  of  the 
law. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Francis,  he  said  he  was  not  aware  that 
there  was  any  difference  between  nitrous  ether  and  spirits  of 
nitrous  ether. 

Mr.  Francis :  The  analyst's  certificate  refers  to  spirits  of 
Jiitrous  ether  in  one  place  and  nitrous  ether  in  another. 

Mr.  Cassall  was  asked  by  Mr.  Hanne  whether  sweet  spirits 
of  nitre  was  the  same  as  spirits  of  nitrous  ether.  The  witness 
replied  that  sweet  spirits  was  an  old  name.  A  careful 
chemist,  if  asked  for  it,  would  supply  the  substance  known 
to  the  Pharmacopoeia  as  spirits  of  nitrous  ether. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Francis,  the  Analyst  said  the  absence  of  the 
ether  was  not  sufficiently  accounted  for  by  evaporation. 

The  third  defendant,  Mr.  Heale,  maintained  that  the 
deficiency  of  strength  was  due  to  evaporation,  and  that  there 
was  no  adulteration  in  the  sense  of  adding  to  or  taking  from 
the  substance.  Every  time  the  stopper  of  the  bottle  was 
lifted,  he  said,  a  large  volume  of  gas  escaped. 

The  Analyst :  If  it  does  you  must  sell  what  you  are  asked 
for. 

Mr.  Heale:  It  is  impossible  to  keep  it  at  a  specific  strength 
unless  it  is  in  a  hermetically-sealed  vessel. 

The  price  paid  for  4  oz.  of  the  spirit  was  lOd.  to  Mr. 
Collen,  Is.  4<f.  to  Mr.  Heale,  and  Is.  5d.  to  Mr.  Bignold. 

Mr.  Francis  said  there  was  no  suggestion  that  there  had 
been  any  adulteration  on  the  part  of  either  of  the  defendants. 
It  was,  further,  their  first  offence,  therefore  it  would  only  be 
necessary  to  impose  a  fine  of  5s.  in  the  first  two  cases,  and  in 
the  third,  as  the  deficiency  was  very  much  less,  he  should 
require  the  defendant  merely  to  pay  costs. 

Mr.  Young  asked  for  a  guinea  in  each  case  for  the  atten- 
dance of  the  analyst. 

Mr.  Francis,  however,  allowed  only  the  customary  12s.  6d. 

COUNTY  COURT  CASES. 
Dismissing  an  Assistant. 
On  March  11,  at  Brompton  County  Court,  before  Judge 
Stonor,  Mr.  John  Robert  Ness,  of  25  Anley  Road,  W., 
chemist's  assistant,  claimed  for  a  week's  wages  in  lieu  of 
notice  from  the  Parke's  Drug  Stores  (Limited),  of  High 
Street,  Kensington,  W.,  and  elsewhere.  Mr.  H.  Birrow 
appeared  for  the  defendants. 

Plaintiff,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Birrow,  admitted  that  one 
evening  just  before  he  was  dismissed  a  young  woman  came 
in  with  a  prescription  to  be  made  up.  He  did  not  take  it  to 
the  dispenser  because  it  was  ten  minutes  past  9,  and  he 
was  supposed  to  close  his  branch-shop  at  9  o'clock. 

Judge  Stonor :  Ten  minutes  is  not  long. 

Plaintiff :  No,  but  I  had  already  made  up  one  prescription 
which  I  was  obliged  to  deliver  myself  that  evening. 


Mr.  Birrow  said  the  defendants  thought  it  right  to  defend 
this  action  on  principle,  as  they  regarded  it  as  a  matter  of 
importance.  Tbey  had  some  twenty  or  thirty  branches  in  Lon- 
don, and  according  to  the  printed  rules  which  were  supplied 
to  each  employe  the  shops  were  to  be  opened  from  8  30  A.M. 
to  9.30  p.m.,  with  the  exception  of  Saturdays,  when  the 
closing-time  was  extended  to  10  30  p.m.,  the  rule  also 
embodying  the  words  "  later  if  necessary."  On  the  evening: 
in  question  a  customer  came  in  at  five  minutes  past  9 
with  an  important  prescription  to  be  made  up.  The  plaintiff 
told  her  to  take  it  elsewhere,  as  she  should  have  come  before 
9  o'clock.  The  customer  was  incensed,  and  after  consulta- 
tion with  her  husband  lodged  a  complaint  with  the  defen- 
dants. The  managing  director  was  compelled,  as  an 
example  to  the  other  employes,  to  discharge  him.  All  the 
assistant  had  to  do  was  to  walk  down  the  shop  and  hand  the 
prescription  to  the  dispenser. 

Judge  Stonor :  It  would  not  have  delayed  you  for  one 
moment  to  have  done  that. 

Mr.  Jno.  Murison,  managing  director  of  the  defendant 
firm,  bore  out  the  solicitor's  statement. 

His  Honour,  without  calling  on  the  other  witnesses  for  the 
defence,  gave  judgment  for  the  defendants,  with  costs. 


Assistant's  Claim  for  a"  Month's  Wages. 

At  the  March  sitting  of  the  Brentford  County  Court,  before 
his  Honour  Judge  Bagshawe,  Q.C.,  Mr.  E.  Weeks,  of  Suther- 
land Street,  Pimlico,  sued  Mr.  W.  Ham,  chemist,  of  High 
Street,  Hounslow,  for  wages  in  lieu  of  a  month's  notice. 
This  case  was  one  in  which  the  custom  of  the  chemists'  trade 
was  involved,  and  it  was  stated  that  plaintiff  was  engaged  on 
November  15, 1897,  at  27s.  per  week,  he  to  receive  a  month's 
notice  according  to  custom.  Defendant  on  December  4 
told  him  to  leave,  and  he  left  on  December  18,  but  he  con- 
tended that  he  was  entitled  to  receive  a  full  month's  wages. 
Defendant  pleaded  the  plaintiff's  incompetency  to  dispense 
or  sell  drugs,  and  that  it  was  customary  to  dismiss  assistants 
at  the  end  of  the  month's  probation.  Cross-examined, 
defendant  admitted  that  when  plaintiff  was  engaged  there 
was  an  agreement  for  a  month's  notice  on  either  side  if 
he  was  competent.  Plaintiff  never  raised  any  claim  for 
the  extra  month  until  the  day  he  was  leaving.  His  Honour 
questioned  whether  the  agreement  had  been  rescinded,  and 
Mr.  Robinson,  who  defended,  submitted  that  in  law  it  had, 
by  plaintiff  admitting  his  incompetence.  In  reply  to  his 
Honour  plaintiff  said  he  had  made  such  an  admission, 
whereupon  judgment  was  found  for  defendant  without  costs, 
as  by  this  admission  the  agreement  had  been  rescinded. 


Chemists'  Debts. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  Tuesday,  orders  were 
made  against  a  dispenser  named  Hatton,  who  it  was  said  was 
in  receipt  of  a  salary  of  two  guineas  a  week ;  against  a 
chemist  named  Fox,  who  it  was  said  at  the  time  of  the 
delivery  of  the  goods  was  in  a  good  way  of  business,  but  had 
since  sold  his  business  for  a  considerable  sum  ;  and  against 
a  defendant  named  Willing,  who  was  described  as  the  owner 
of  a  preparation  for  the  hair  and  skin. 


Teeth  which  did  not  Fit. 

At  the  Bradford  County  Court,  on  March  15,  before  Judge 
Bompas,  Q.C.,  Elizabeth  Hamilton  sued  Mr.  H.  Bairstow,  said 
to  be  a  chemist,  Barkerend  Road,  Bradford,  to  recover  a  sum  of 
30s.,  the  price  of  a  set  of  artificial  teeth.  Mr.  Last,  who 
appeared  for  the  plaintiff,  said  that  as  long  ago  as  1892  the 
defendant  undertook  to  make  a  set  of  teeth  for  the  plaintiff 
for  a  sum  of  21.  10s.,  and  7s.  Qd.  for  painless  extractions. 
The  teeth  were  paid  for  and  were  supplied,  but  had  never 
fitted,  and  after  the  woman  had  been  hundreds  of  times  to 
get  alterations  made,  the  defendant  had  said  that  he  was 
unable  to  do  any  more  for  her.  Another  dentist  supplied 
another  set  of  teeth  for  30s.,  and  the  plaintiff  now  sought  to 
recover  this  amount.  Mr.  Durrance,  for  the  defendant,  said 
that  the  plaintiff  was  a  member  of  a  clothing  club,  and  the 
contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  teeth  was  made  with  that 
club.  His  Honour,  having  heard  evidence,  gave  judgment 
for  the  plaintiff. 
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BOVRIL  v.  BOUILLON  FLEET  AND  OTHERS. 

In  the  Chancery  Division,  on  March  12,  before  Mr.  Justice 
North,  Mr.  Macnaghten,  Q.C.,  on  behalf  of  the  defendants, 
renewed  an  application  made  the  previous  week,  that  the 
actions  brought  against  the  defendants  for  an  injunction  to 
restrain  the  passing-off  of  goods  as  and  for  the  goods  of  the 
plaintiff,  might  be  advanced  for  trial.  After  some  argument 
his  Lordship  said  he  could  not  accede  to  the  application. 
There  were  six  actions,  and  there  might  be  an  advantage  in 
having  all  tried  together,  and  he  was  not  going  to  give  leave 
to  advance  all  six.  The  plaintiff  said  his  rights  were  being 
interfered  with,  but  no  injunction  had  been  granted  and  no 
undertaking  had  been  given.  Therefore,  whatever  rights  the 
defendants  might  have  were  left  undisturbed  and  they  could 
carry  on  business  exactly  as  heretofore.  The  defendants 
urged  that  the  actions  were  hanging  over  their  heads,  but  if 
that  was  a  grievance  it  was  a  sentimental  grievance,  and  he 
could  understand  it  in  that  light.  He  could  not  see  how  it 
actually  interfered  with  their  business,  unless  they  had  some 
feelings  of  conscience  which  induced  them  not  to  do  busi- 
ness they  perhaps  might  have  done.  Blaintiffs  did  not  ask 
to  have  the  actions  advanced  if  they  were  to  be  divided.  If 
they  appeared  in  the  paper  shortly  he  should  be  glad,  both 
for  the  plaintiff's  and  defendants'  sake.  The  present  appeal 
must,  however,  be  refused. 


RENDELL'S  BATENT. 

In  the  Chancery  Division,  on  March  12.  the  case  of  Bullen 
v.  the  British  Medical  Capsules  Company  (Limited)  came 
before  Mr.  Justice  Romer.  Mr.  Ingpen  said  it  was  an  action 
to  restrain  the  defendants  from  palming  off  certain  medicated 
articles  as  being  the  plaintiff's.  The  defendants  had  con- 
sented to  a  perpetual  injunction,  to  deliver  up  all  boxes  and 
labels,  and  to  pay  the  costs.  They  also  consented  that  the 
motion  they  had  made  to  expunge  the  trade-mark  should 
be  dismissed  with  costs.    Order  accordingly. 


NEVILLE  v.  THE  GLASS-LINED  SYBHON  COMPANY 
(LIMITED). 

In  the  Chancery  Division,  on  March  11,  before  Mr.  Justice 
North,  Mr.  Swinfen  Eady,  Q.C.,  moved  for  the  appointment 
of  a  receiver  and  manager  of  the  business  carried  on  by  the 
Glass-lined  Syphon  Company  (Limited).  Counsel  stated 
that  the  motion  was  made  on  behalf  of  a  debenture-holder. 
Proceedings  had  been  commenced  against  the  company,  and 
it  was  necessary  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  mortgagees 
and  debenture-holders.  The  company  were  manufacturers 
of  both  aerated  waters  and  syphons.  There  was  no  opposi- 
tion, and  his  Lordship  sanctioned  the  appointment  of  a 
named  gentleman. 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  HIS  ABBRENTICE. 

At  Nottingham  Assizes,  on  March  9,  before  Mr.  Justice 
Hawkins,  Dr.  Robert  Howson,  a  surgeon  practising  in  Not- 
tingham, brought  an  action  against  Mr.  Lawrence  Briestly, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Newark-on-Trent,  to  recover  a  pre- 
mium which  he  paid  to  the  defendant  on  apprenticeship-deeds 
signed,  or  to  recover  damages  for  a  breach  of  an  agreement 
or  indenture  of  apprenticeship. 

Blaintiff  said  he  apprenticed  his  son  to  Mr.  Briestly,  agree- 
ing to  pay  a  premium  of  fifty  guineas  for  apprenticeship, 
and  the  agreement  was  for  a  period  of  three  years.  During 
the  first  month,  while  the  boy  was  on  trial,  the  defendant  did 
take  an  interest  in  the  boy,  and  the  place  appeared  to  be  a 
suitable  one.  When  Mr.  Briestly  had  got  the  fifty  guineas, 
however,  and  the  indenture  was  executed,  things  underwent  a 
change.  The  first  matter  of  which  they  complained  was  that 
instead  of  the  boy  being  allowed  to  use  the  sitting-room,  the 
room  was  locked  up,  and  he  was  compelled  to  take  his  meals 
in  the  kitchen.  His  bedroom  was  very  sparsely  furnished, 
arid  for  a  dressing-table  there  were  three  mineral-water 
boxes  piled  on  top  of  each  other.  In  addition  to  that  the  boy 
had  serious  reason  to  complain  about  the  food  being  in- 
sufficient. The  plaintiff  further  complained  that  Mr.  Priestly 
did  not  properly  teach  the  boy  the  business.  Defendant  was 
the  proprietor  of  a  glossy  starch,  and  instead  of  teaching  the 
boy  the  business  of  a  chemist  he  use  3  to  put  him  up  in  a  top 


room  from  early  morning  till  night  to  mix  starch.  He 
employed  the  boy  mixing  starch  to  such  an  extent  that  his 
eyes  were  injured,  and  rehad  togo  toan  eye-doctor  for  treat- 
ment. Plaintiff  contended  that  the  defendant  so  conducted 
himsslf  that  he  committed  a  breach  of  the  indenture.  Mr. 
Briestly  gave  the  boy  unnecessary  and  uncalled-for  holidays 
and  did  not  give  him  that  board  and  lodging  which  the 
plaintiff  had  a  right  to  expect  from  the  defendant. 

At  this  stage  his  Lordship  suggested  that  someone  should 
stand  between  the  parties  and  see  what  could  be  done — not 
standing  strictly  upon  legal  rights,  butto  say  what  was  light 
and  honourable  to  be  done.  It  was  evident  the  master  did 
not  want  the  lad  and  the  apprentice  did  not  want  the  master. 

A  conference  took  place  between  counsel,  with  the  result 
that  his  Lordship  was  informed  that  satisfactory  terms  had 
been  arrived  at,  and  that  subject  to  his  Lordship's  approval, 
a  juror  would  be  withdrawn. 

His  Lordship  expressed  his  agreeableness  to  this  course 
being  adopted,  and  the  case  then  terminated. 

[It  will  be  noted  that  in  consequence  of  the  settlement  of 
the  case  counsel  for  the  defendant  had  no  opportunity  of 
replying  to  tha  allegations  made  by  the  other  side. — Ed. 

a  4-d.i 


JEVVSBURY  &  BROWN'S  TRADE-MARK. 

In  the  Manchester  Chancery  Court  on  March  8,  Mr.  Maber- 
ley,  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  Jewsbury  &  Brown,  the  well-known 
mineral-water  manufacturers,  asked  the  Vice-Chancellor  to 
grant  an  injunction  against  Messrs.  G.  Newsome  &  Co., 
mineral-water  manufacturers,  of  Blackpool,  the  defendants 
not  having  filed  any  defence.  Mr.  Mansfield,  for  the  de- 
fendants, however,  said  the  delay  had  arisen  in  consequence 
of  the  illness  of  the  defendant  partner.  The  Vice-Chancellor 
allowed  further  time  to  file  the  defence  on  payment  of  costs 
by  the  defendants. 


mew  Companie0  an&  Company 


Sheffield  Mineral-watee  Syndicate  (Limited).— 
Capital  50,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  manufacture, 
sell,  and  deal  in  mineral  and  aerated  waters.  Directors' 
qualification,  1,000/.  Remuneration,  as  the  company  may 
decide. 

Oil  Batents  Syndicate  (Limited). — Capital  10,030/., 
in  1Z.  shares.  Objects :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  the 
Fish  Oil  and  Guano  Syndicate  (Limited),  and  to  acquire, 
own,  and  work  certain  patents  and  rights  connected  with  the 
capture,  treatment,  storage  and  extraction  of  useful  sub- 
stances from  fish,  seals,  and  other  animals. 

Babeow-in-Fubness  and  Disteict  Mineeal-watee 
Mantjfactueebs'  and  Bottlees'  Teade  BbOTECTION 
Association  (Limited). — No  capital,  but  has  one  hundred 
members,  each  liable  for  21.  in  the  event  of  winding  up. 
Objects:  As  fully  indicated  by  the  title.  The  management 
is  vested  in  a  council  of  not  more  than  twelve  nor  fewer  than 
five  members. 

Lancaster  Rubber  Company  (Limited).  —  Capital 
100,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  manufacture,  sell,  and 
deal  in  indiarubber,  guttapercha,  indiarubber  substitutes, 
plaster  of  Baris,  resin,  sulphur,  glycerine,  beeswax,  gum, 
shellac,  asphalt,  lime,  Canada  balsam,  vaseline,  gelatine 
oils,  &o.  Directors'  qualification,  five  hundred  shares 
Remuneration,  200/.  each  per  annum,  and  2501.  for  the 
chairman. 

Teench's  Remedies  (Limited). — Registered  in  Dublin 
to  acquire  and  take  over  the  business  now  carried  on  at 
33  South  Frederick  Street,  Dublin,  under  the  style  of 
Townsend,  Trench  &  Co.,  as  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters, 
and  manufacturers  of  pharmaceutical,  rmdicinal,  chemical, 
and  other  preparations.  Capital  10,000/ ,  in  11.  shares. 
Directors  not  fewer  than  two  nor  more  than  seven.  Registered 
office,  22  Nassau  Street,  Dublin. 

Noetheen  Acetylene  Gas  and  Carbide  Company 
(Limited). — Capital  5,000/ ,  in  11.  shares.    Objects :  To 
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manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  Kay's  patent  generators  for 
producing  acetylene  gas,  Kay*s  patent  burners  and  patent 
acetylene-gas  fittings,  carbide  of  calcium,  &c.  The  first 
directors  are  Archibald  Kay,  James  B.  Crompton.  Joseph 
Eltringham,  and  Frank  Devine.  Registered  office,  13  Grainger 
Street  West,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Best  &  Lloyd  (Limited). — Capital  50.000Z ,  in  10/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  a  chande- 
lier and  electric-fittings  manufacturer  carried  on  at  Hands- 
worth,  Staffs,  as  "  Best  &  Lloyd,"  and  the  business  of  a 
red-lead  manufacturer  carried  on  at  Handsworth,  Staffs,  as 
"  J.  &  H.  Lloyd,"  and  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with 
Robert  H.  Best.  The  first  directors  are  Robert  H.  Best, 
William  R.  Nicholl,  George  Vale,  and  John  Pinckston. 
Qualification,  fifty  shares.  Remuneration,  100Z.  each  per 
annum.  Robert  H.  Best  is  thechairman,  with  1,000/.  per  annum. 

Arrowsmith  &  Wybobn  (Limited). — Capital  1,000/.,  in 
11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  George 
W.  T.  Arrowsmith  and  Edward  Wyborn,  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  wholesale,  retail,  manufacturing  and  dis- 
pensing chemists  and  druggists.  The  first  subscribers 
(each  with  one  share)  are : — Edward  Wyborn,  77  Victoria 
Street,  S  W  ,  chemist ;  Francis  Fairlie,  15  Grafton  Square. 
Clapham,  S.W.,  wine-merchant;  Geo.  W.  T.  Arrowsmith,  115 
High  Street,  Whitstable,  chemist;  A.  A.  Cleave,  Hotel 
Windsor,  Victoria  Street,  S.W.,  manager  ;  W.  H  Murdoch, 
M.D.,  2  South  wood  Road,  St.  Michael's,  Liverpool;  W. 
Permewan,  M.D.,  7  Rodney  Street,  Liverpool;  W.  Mapple- 
beck,  34  Rodney  Street,  Liverpool,  dentist.  The  first 
directors  are  Edward  Wyborn,  Andrew  A.  Cleave,  Frank 
Fairlie,  and  John  Pollard. 

Plomley  &  Waters  (Limited). — Capital  4,000/.,  in 
10/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business 
of  a  chemist  and  druggist  carried  on  by  the  Executors  of  the 
late  William  A.  Waters,  deceased,  at  Rye,  Sussex,  as 
"  Plomley  &  Waters,"  and  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  Wm. 
A.  Waters  and  Walter  Dawes.  The  first  subscribers  (each 
with  one  share)  are  : — Wm.  A.  Waters,  chemist's  assistant, 
Miss  Alice  Waters,  Miss  Edith  Waters,  Miss  Kate  Waters, 
and  Miss  Fanny  Waters,  all  of  104  High  Street,  Rye, 
Sussex ;  Frank  T.  Bond,  20  Church  Square,  Rye,  Sussex, 
chemist;  Walter  Dawes,  Rye,  Sussex,  solicitor.  The  first 
directors  are  William  A.  Waters  (chairman),  Miss  Kate 
Waters,  and  Miss  Alice  Waters.  Qualification,  250/. 
Remuneration,  as  the  company  may  decide.  Registered 
office,  104  High  Street,  Rye,  Sussex. 

Reid  &  Donald's  Pitkeathly  Table-water  Company 
(Limited). — Registered  in  Edinburgh.  Capital  40  000/.,  in 
10/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  aerated- water 
manufacturers  and  vendors  of  the  table  waters  known  as 
"  Pitkeathly  "  and  "  Pitkeathly-cum-Lithia,"  together  with  all 
trade-marks,  &c,  connected  therewith,  from  Messrs.  Reid  & 
Donald,  chemists,  Perth.  The  company  does  not  acquire, 
however,  the  business  of  chemists  and  druggists  carried  on 
by  Messrs.  Reid  &  Donald.  Registered  office :  Reid  and 
Donald's  Buildings,  George  Lane,  Tay  Street,  Perth.  The 
signatories  are : — John  M.  Donald,  chemist,  Perth  ;  Melville 
Jameson,  solicitor,  Perth ;  Donald  M.  Mackay,  solicitor, 
Perth;  Henry  Jameson,  solicitor,  Perth;  Robert  Mackay, 
architect,  Perth  ;  William  Robertson,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Perth  ; 
Andrew  B.  Archer,  3  Balhousie  Bank,  Perth. 


Parke's  Drug-stores  (Limited)  announce  an  interim 
dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares  for  the  half-year  ending; 
December  31,  1897,  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum, 
payable  on  March  31. 

German  Chemical  Companies. — In  addition  to  the 
report  of  Schering's  Company,  noted  in  a  separate  paragraph, 
the  following  have  been  published  : — Chem.  Fab.  vorm. 
Weilerter-Mer  in  Cologne,  Ehrenfeld,  a  dividend  of  15  ppr 
cent. ;  Verein  Chem.  Fab  ,  Mannheim,  gross  profits  for  1897, 
1,150,000m. ;  net,  700,000m. ;  dividend,  3  per  cent.  ;  Farb- 
werke  Miihlheim  (A.  Leonhardt  &  Co.),  the  working  capital 
has  been  increased  from  600,000m.  to  2,100.000m. 

United  Alkali  Company  (Limited).— The  balance- 
sheet  shows  a  net  profit  of  213,363/.  for  the  year.  An 
interim  dividend  has  already  been  paid  and  a  further  divi- 
dend will  be  paid,  leaving  22,188/.  to  be  carried  forward.  A 


further  sum  of  50,000/.  has  been  transferred  to  the  deprecia- 
tion portion  of  the  reserve  fund,  making  a  total  of  650  000/. 
The  dividend,  as  already  announced  (C.  %  D.,  February  26),  is 
preference  shares,  7  per  cent. ;  ordinary  shares,  nil. 

Spratt's  Patent  (Limited). — The  financial  report  for 
1897  shows  a  balance  of  23  083/.  An  interim  dividend  of 
10  per  cent,  has  already  been  paid,  and  the  directors  now 
recommend  a  second  dividend  of  15  per  cent.,  making,  with  the 
interim  dividend,  12^  per  cent,  for  the  year,  leaving  4  333/. 
to  be  carried  forward.  Spratt's  Patent  (Germany)  (Limited) 
have  paid  a  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  after  discharging  a 
certain  amount  of  the  mortgage  on  the  Berlin  freehold 
factory.  The  dog  sanitorium  furnishes  the  usual  dividend  of 
5  per  cent. 

Lipton  (Limited) — The  rush  for  Lipton  shares  has  been 
almost  unpiecedented,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  applica- 
tions will  have  reached  nearer  fifty  millions  than  twenty-five 
millions,  which  was  the  first  estimate.  At  the  Lipton 
establishment  in  the  City  Road  three  hundred  extra  clerks 
have  been  dealing  with  the  applications.  The  ordinary 
shares  (issued  at  25s.)  have  been  selling:  at  45s.  to  50s., 
5-per-cent.  preference  (20s.)  at  25s.,  and  100/.  debentures  at 
107/.  These  are  the  prices  made  by  speculators  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  allotment. 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Company  (Limited). — The 
balance-sheet  for  the  year  1897  shows  a  profit  of  77,531/., 
and  after  deducting  the  dividend  of  15s.  per  share,  paid  in 
September  last,  a  disposable  sum  of  56  326/.  The  directors 
recommend  that  12  500/.  be  written  off  for  depreciation, 
fixed  properties,  and  plant ;  that  32,812/.  be  applied  in  pay- 
ing a  dividend  of  17s  6d.  per  share,  completing  the  year's 
dividend  to  1/.  12s.  6d.  per  share ;  that  5  000/.  be  added  to 
the  reserve  fund,  which  will  thus  be  raised  to  40,000/. ;  and 
that  6  013/.  be  carried  forward. 

Chemische  Fabrik  vorm.  E.  Schering,  Berlin. — The 
report  of  the  directors  of  this  company  for  1897  has  been 
issued,  showing  gross  profits  for  the  year  amounting  to 
1.337.177m.,  and  net  profits  415,549m.,  as  compared  with 
569,900m.  in  1896.  It  is  proposed  to  distribute  the  profits 
as  follows  :— To  the  reserve  fund,  20  937m  (28.406m.  in 
1893);  bonuses  and  commissions,  90  663m.  (131,398m  in 
1893);  and  as  7§  per  cent,  dividend,  225,000m.  Last  year 
the  dividend  was  11  per  cent.  It  is  also  proposed  to  pay 
4§  per  cent,  dividend  on  the  1|  million  preference  shares,  a 
sum  of  67,500m.  being  appropriated  for  this  purpose.  The 
reserve  fund  now  amounts  to  1,765,110m.,  or  39  22  per  cent, 
of  the  working-capital.  The  goods,  cash,  bills,  book-debts, 
&c,  to  the  credit  of  the  company  at  the  end  of  the  year 
amounted  to  4,024,219m. 


British  Consular  Reports  have,  for  the  first  time,  been 
sent  out  this  week  in  blue-paper  wrappers,  and  each  report 
has  a  full  list  of  contents. 

The  Photography  of  Colours  was  the  item  of  greatest 
interest  at  the  usual  Monday  meeting  at  the  Paris  Academy 
of  Sciences  this  week.  M.  Mascat  exhibited  a  collection  of 
new  proofs  produced  by  M.M.  Auguste  and  Louis  Lumiere, 
of  Lyons.  They  are  beautiful  photographs,  and  seem  to 
mark  a  new  step  in  the  progress  of  the  photography  of 
colours.  The  pictures  represent  a  basket,  a  lady  wearing  a 
silk  dress,  a  group  of  officers  in  uniform,  &c  ,  and  in  all  the 
tones  and  colours  are  excellently  reproduced.  MM. 
Lumiere  have  followed  in  their  experiments  the  processes 
introduced  by  MM.  Cros  and  Ducos  du  Hauron,  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  more  direct  process  which  Professor  Lippmann 
favours. 

Pharmacy-students  at  Montpellier  have  recently 
been  in  a  state  of  unwonted  energy.  They  undertook  to 
study  the  proposed  new  French  pharmacy  law,  and  they 
got  that  high-priest  of  antispecialities,  M.  Collard,  to  address 
them.  He  won  them  over  to  his  cause,  and  after  the 
meeting,  so  their  Secretary  wiites,  "  they  complimented  him 
warmly,  and  promised  him  their  active  suppon,  engaging 
him  to  pursue  his  useful  propaganda."  .  The  Montpellier 
students  cannot  hear  the  word  "  speciality  "  pronounced 
now  without  a  shudder,  and  they  are  intending  to  communi- 
cate with  the  students  of  all  other  schools  of  pharmacy 
in  France,  with  a  view  to  getting  support  in  favour  of  the 
reform  they  consider  indispensable. 
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EMBROCATION 

in  bottles  to  retail  at 

8d.,     1/-,     and  2/6. 

"  SANITAS" 

AND  OTHER 

DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &c.  &c. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON- 

and  636-642  W.  55  Stbeet,  NEW  YORK. 

There   is   a   DEMAND  for  MEDICINAL, 
LICENCE-FREE 

COCA  WINK. 

The  "  Galen  "  Coca  Wine  gives  universal  satisfaction  as  a 
remedy,  brings  repeat  orders,  and  yields  a  good  profit. 

THE  GALEN  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  UM. 

(JOHN    MOSS   &   CO  ). 

Wilson    St.,    LONDON,  S.E. 

JEWSBURY  &  BROWN  S 

SODA-WATER, 

Lemonade,  Ginger  Ale, 

15  ±\  ill  W  ill  JJ    IMJM  Gi^K-UJbJLK, 

Sec.,  &c. 

Manufactory-ARDWICK    GREEN,  MANCHESTER. 

THE  ROYAL 

WELSH  TABLE  WATER 

R.  ELLIS  &  SON,  Ruthin,  N.  Wales 

London  Agents-W.  BEST  &  SONS,  22  Henrietta  St.,  W. 

ICOCftTON  CGHAMPACME 

Prepared  and  Bottled  by  the  Growers  at  Bouzy-Reims,  from  the  finest  Natural 
Champagne,  and  the  leaves  of  the  Erythroxylon  Coca,  and  not  from  Cocaine. 

We  supply   44  Coca-Tonic' *  Champagne  with  Chemists'  own 
name  on  the  Labels. 

For  prices  and  particulars,  apply  to  the  Sole  Proprietors — 
HERTZ  &  COLLINGWOOD,  38  Leadenhall  Street,  LONDON,  E.C. 

LAMBING  SEASON 

l|SilS3f  "LUDDINGT0N'S 

MBLLDTS 

For  INFANTS         BB^^ftl  J^&^fa 
and  INVALIDS.  Jftffl 

^    ^^^^^P^^^^^jl^^^^^^  These  valuable  Lambing  Oils 

L-  '.^^?^l6S^Sl6^SR~J5B^'i> in  Lincolnshire  ami  adjoining 

'  "iinti''           upwards   i  1  i 

In  Bottles,  1/-,  2/6,  and  5/-.     Liberal  Terms.     Attractive  Printed  Matter. 
Only  Address — 

TOMLINSON  &  HAYWARD,  chSSSSa8^..  LINCOLN. 

Fktcbcrs*  Concentrated  £iquors 

AND  THE 

NEW   FHA  RMA  COPCEIA . 
See  Diary,  1898,  pjges  21,  22,  23  and  24. 

We  are  sorry  to  have  to  disappoint  so 
many  of  our  customers,  but  we  have  sold 
all  our  NEW  GOB  LIVER  OIL  arriving 
up  till  middle  of  April.    We  shall  be  pleased 
to  quote  to  arrive  either  in  Barrels  or  Win. 
Qts. 

HORA    <&    CO.,  Agents, 
47  MINORIES  &  1  SWAN  STREET,  LONDON. 

THE    PRIVY    COUNCIL'S  CARBOLIC 
ACID  BILL. 

It  was  stated  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  London  Mineral- 
water  Association,  which  was  held  last  week,  that  the  ques- 
tion put  by  Mr.  S.  Woods,  M.P.,  a  clay  or  two  previously  to  the 
Home  Secretary  in  reference  to  the  sale  of  carbolic  acid  had 
been  drafted  on  the  suggestion  of  the  President  of  the  National 
Union  of  Mineral-water  Makers,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wigan. 
The  special  interest  of  the  mineral-water  makers  in  the 
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subject  is  very  simple.  They  want  to  prevent  their  bottles 
from  being  used  as  receptacles  for  carbolic  acid,  oil  of 
vitriol,  petroleum,  and,  in  fact,  anything  but  what  they  are 
made  for,  and,  so  far  as  carbolic  acid  is  concerned,  they  are 
quite  satisfied  with  the  reply  of  the  Home  Secretary.  But 
chemists  are  not  likely  to  be,  neither  will  the  intelligent 
part  of  the  public.  We  are  glad  to  notice  that  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  as  represented  by  its  journal  is  delinite  on 
this  subject.  An  editorial  note  in  last  week's  issue  points 
out  that 

This  matter  will  require  watching  very  carefully  in  case  the 
regulations  proposed  by  the  Bill  should  be  incompatible 
with  the  principle  embodied  in  the  Act  of  1868  in  accord- 
ance with  which  it  is  to  the  public  interest  that  registered 
chemists  should  be  the  sole  recognised  retailers  of  scheduled 
poisons.  If  the  Privy  Council  in  its  promised  Bill  takes  the 
position  that  no  special  qualification  is  required  in  the  public 
interest  for  the  sale  of  certain  poisonous  substances,  it 
might  subsequently  be  thought  that  neither  is  such  qualifi- 
cation required  for  the  sale  of  poisons  now  scheduled.  And 
that  would  imply  a  total  reversal  of  the  policy  of  the  past 
thirty  years,  during  which  the  necessity  of  an  educational 
qualification  of  chemists  and  druggists  has  been  amply 
proved  to  be  indispensable  in  the  interests  of  the  public. 

We  hope  that  declaration  of  policy  is  official  in  the  best 
sense,  and  that  it  means  that  the  Society  will  not  only 
watch,  but  will  organise  an  opposition  the  instant  the  Privy 
Council  Bill  is  launched,  if  that  Bill  aims  to  reverse  the 
policy  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  We  cannot,  however,  forget, 
nor  is  the  Privy  Council  likely  to  forget,  that  in  1883  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  submitted  to  the 
Privy  Council  a  draft  Bill  containing  this  very  proposal.  It 
was  a  serious  mistake,  and  it  will  be  satisfactory  if  the 
Council  will  at  the  very  earliest  opportunity  make  it  quite 
clear  that  they  have  recanted  their  error  of  fifteen  years  a  go 


MR.    CHAPLIN  EMBARRASSED. 

A  deputation  of  grocers,  representing  the  Grocers'  Federa- 
tion, and  claiming  as  such  to  speak  in  the  name  of  150,000, 
waited  upon  the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
on  Friday  of  last  week  to  expound  to  him  grocery  views 
on  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  its  amendment.  Mr. 
George  Whiteley,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  Kearley,  M.P.,  introduced 
the  deputation.  The  grocers  submitted  to  Mr.  Chaplin  a  sort 
of  charter,  in  which  their  desires  were  laid  down.  In  a 
general  way  they  supported  the  recommendations  of  the  Select 
Committee,  but  they  showed  a  little  not  unreasonable;  sus- 
picion of  the  influence  of  the  public  analysts  on  the  one  hand 
and  of  the  agricultural  interest  on  the  other.  Their  prin- 
cipal requests  were  (1)  that  invoices  should  be  treated  as  legal 
warranties,  as  is  the  case  under  the  Margarine  Act ;  (2)  that 
employers  should  not  be  responsible  for  the  irregularities  of 
assistants ;  (3)  that  either  party  should  have  the  light  to 
demand  a  reference  to  Somerset  House ;  (4)  that  a  proper 
limit  should  be  set  for  the  return  of  summonses  in  regard  to 
perishable  articles ;  (5)  that  the  colouring  Jof  margarine 
should  not  be  prohibited  ;  (6)  that  summonses  should  specify 
the^  extent  of  the  adulteration  alleged ;  (7)  that  persons 
giving  warranties  should  be  necessarily  prosecuted  when  the 
goods  sold  were  found  defective  ;  (8)  that  inspection  should 
be  more  efficient  and  systematic  ;  (9)  that  mixed  articles 
should  be  properly  labelled ;  (10)  that  if  a  Court  of  Reference 
be  appointed  it  should  be  as  strong  commercially  as  scientifi- 
cally ;  and  (11)  that  analysts  should  be  examined  before 
being  appointed. 

Mr.  Chaplin,  having  heard  the  deputation  on  these  points, 
or  on  some  of  them,  intimated  very  plainly  that  he  did  not 
yet  see  his  way  to  draft  a  Bill  which  would  satisfy  all  the 
interests  concerned.    He  mentioned  especially  the  colouring 


of  margarine,  and  intimated  that  he  had  received  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Manchester  Grocers'  Association,  who  did 
not  agree  with  the  Federation  view,  while,  of  course,  the 
farmers  are  against  it  also.  Then  Mr.  Chaplin  came  to  the 
Court  of  Reference,  which,  he  says,  "  presents  some  very 
considerable  difficulties."  This  Court  of  Reference  has  been 
very  confidently  advocated — first,  by  the  analysts,  who  fancied 
they  saw  in  it  a  means  of  checking  their  natural  foes  at 
Somerset  House,  and,  secondly,  by  various  persons  who  have 
thought  there  was  in  it  a  new  opening  for  fees.  But  it  is 
apparent  that  if  this  Court  were  appointed,  and  all  difficult 
questions  submitted  to  it,  the  difficulties  would  not  thereby 
be  solved— they  ,,would  only  be  shifted;  and  Mr.  Chaplin, 
pertinently  asks,  "What  is  to  be  the  precise  function  of  this 
Court '.'  Is  it  to  be  an  independent  authority,  and  are  its 
decisions  to  be  binding  in  law  or  not?"  We  have  ourselves  asked 
these  very  questions  more  than  once,  and  we  have  never  yet  got 
a  satisfactory  answer.  It  would  seem  that  either  the  Court  of 
Reference  or  the  Courts  of  Law  are  to  be  superfluous.  One 
thing  which  is  clear  from  the  deputation's  reception  is  that 
the  Bill,  which  Mr.  Balfour  so  confidently  assured  Mr. 
Kearley  was  practically  ready  for  introduction,  is  not  yet 
crystallised  into  shape  even  in  the  mind  of  the  Minister  who 
has  to  be  its  official  sponsor. 


LOWEST    TRADE  TERMS. 

At  the  heal  of  our  Trade  Report  last  week  the  following 
paragraph  occurred  as  an  abbreviated  "  notice  to  retail 
buyers  " : — 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 
are  invariably  the  Ion-cut  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for 
large  quantities  in  bulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without 
charges. 

From  statements  occasionally  made  to  ns  we  gather  that 
retail  buyers  do  not  fully  appreciate  the  significance  of  this- 
notice ;  and  at  the  present  time,  when  every  retailer  feels 
from  dire  personal  experience  that  a  "  live  and  let  live  '' 
policy  is  the  best  for  business,  it  seems  appropriate  to  men- 
tion some  considerations  in  connection  with  our  Trade 
Keport  which  should  enable  it  to  be  read  with  due  in- 
telligence. 

In  the  first  place,  it  must  be  remembered  that  our  Trade 
Report  is  not  written  for  the  retail  trade  exclusively.  Woie 
that  the  case,  we  should  hardly  make  a  point  of  quoting 
"  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large  quantities 
in  bulk";  fine  wholesale  prices  would,  perhaps,  better  suit 
the  retail  trade.  We  quote  the  lowest  net  cash  prices 
because  they  are  the  only  possible  basis  of  a  report  which 
will  be  useful  to  the  majority  of  the  several  parties  who  use 
it.  For  the  readers  of  that  Trade  Report  include  not  only 
the  wholesale  and  retail  drug-trade  at  home,  but  also- 
collectors  and  exporters  of  drug-produce  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  who  want  to  know  what  the  articles  they  are  in- 
terested in  are  selling  at  in  London,  Hamburg,  and  else- 
where. For  them  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  only  are- 
suitable ;  so,  too,  in  the  case  of  importers,  produce-brokers, 
and  the  wholesale  trade.  The  reports  would  be  valueless  to- 
these  if  they  merely  indicated  the  rise  and  fall  of  prices  as- 
between  wholesaler  and  retailer.  Our  constant  endeavour  is 
to  get  the  best  information  at  first  hands  regarding  present 
and  prospective  movements,  and  the  retail  buyer  mast 
obviously  make  reasonable  allowance  for  the  fact  that  until 
drugs  and  chemicals  reach  the  wholesale  distributor  the 
expenses  connected  with  them  are  inappreciable  compared 
to  what  they  are  between  the  wholesaler  and  retailer. 

This  may  be  fairly  illustrated  by  tracing  the  history  of  a. 
purchase   of  drugs   at  the   drug-auctions.     A  wholesale 
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drag-gist  whose  business  lies  solely  with  retailers  must, 
either  by  himself  or  by  his  buyer,  devote  a  day  to  the 
examination  of  samples  and  a  day  to  their  purchase.  Fre- 
quently a  laboratoryjcxamination  may  have  to  be  made  of 
•samples  in  order  to  determine  their  value.  There  are, 
.besides,  clerical  labour  and  other  incidental  expenses  to 
allow  for.  Taking  the  average  business  of  a  wholesale 
druggist,  we  calculate  that  the  mere  cost  of  buying,  which 
is  very  skilled  labour  indeed,  cannot  amount  to  far  short  of 
5  per  cent.  But  the  wholesaler  has  not  yet  handled  the 
drugs,  and  must  incur  further  expenses  in  clearing  them 
from  the  dock  warehouses  and  carting  them  to  his  own 
stores.  The  rental  value  of  his  establishment  has  next  to  be 
reckoned  with,  and  this  is  no  light  matter  in  our  great 
cities.  Then  cash  has  to  be  paid  promptly,  and  that,  too, 
must  be  charged.  By  this  time  we  have  added  another 
'j  per  cent,  on  the  quoted  price  before  the  original  packages 
are.  opened.  When  they  are  opened  the  process  of  sorting 
begins  in  many  cases.  This  costs  money,  and  signifies 
rejections  and  waste  ;  while  beyond  all  this  the  wholesaler 
Jhas  to  distribute  by  the  pound  what  he  may  have  bought  by 
the  ton ;  he  has  to  spend  money  on  travellers,  price-lists, 
invoice-clerks,  packers,  and  all  the  other  costs  of  distribu- 
tion, and  generally  he  sells  at  "  5  per  cent,  off  in  three  or 
six  months,  carriage  paid." 

Many  of  the  charges  we  have  enumerated  come  under  the 
head  of  working-expenses,  but  some  do  not.  What  the  whole- 
sale trade  reckon  as  average  working-expenses,  we  cannot 
tell ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  wholesale  [drug- trade  is 
..one  of  the  most  costly  to  conduct  of  any  in  commerce.  The 
.amounts  of  the  individual  orders  are  comparatively  small, 
•  Tvhile  the  work  of  preparing  these  involves  much  skilled 
assistance.    Oaa  provincial  firm  tell  us  that  their  working- 
expenses  come  out  at  16  per  cent,  of  their  net  returns,  and,  as 
Uiey  remind  us,  they  have  to  sell  certain  articles  at  a  far 
lower  profit  than  that.    These  are  some  of  the  circumstances 
which  wholesale  firms  bring  to_our  notice  at  times,  and  which 
deserve  consideration. 

If  there  is  any  retailer  who  has  given  these  matters  a 
thought  and  still  expects  to  buy  retail  quantities  of  drugs  at 
or  near  our  Trade  Report  quotations,  he  deserves  a  larger 
sphere  for  his  energies.  It  does  not  follow  from  what  we 
'•  iiave  said  that  our  Trade  Report  is  not  valuable  to  retailers  ; 
■fine  experience  of  forty  years  has  proved  its  advantages  in 
showing  the  movements  of  the  markets  ;  it  tells  when  to  buy, 
1  and  when  not  to,  and  if  any  retailer  can  take  original  pack- 
ages he  will  find  that  the  competition  amongst  the  wholesale 
houses  is  .sufficiently  keen  to  ensure  his  getting  a  price  not 
appreciably  greater  than  our  Trade  Report  prices  plus  broker- 

-  age  and  charges.  Of  course  the  fact  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  in  the  retail  idea  an  "  original  package  "  is  frequently  a 

-  mere  fraction  of  the  "  lot"  which  the  wholesaler  has  to  pur- 
chase for  cash.  Quinine  at  lid.  just  now  means  buying  not 
less  than  ten  100-oz.  tins  of  the  German  sulphate,  and  to  get 
1898  cod-liver  oil  at  70s.  per  barrel  one  must  buy  not  less 
than  five  barrels,  and  meet  all  charges  of  bringing  it  from 
Norway  to  his  own  door,  and  pay  cash  in  ten  days.  This 
raises  another  point--viz.,  that  many  of  our  quotations  are 
"  f.o.b. "  terms.  The  retailer  is  always  safe  in  taking  it  that 
these  are  prices  which  he  cannot  possibly  touch  unless  he 
becomes  an  importer.  They  are  the  prices  in  the  port  of 
shipment,  and  we  give  them  for  the  guidance  of  exporters  in 
foreign  parts  and  importers  at  home. 

The  head  of  one  large  wholesale  drug  firm  said  to  us  one 
day,  "We  do  not  object  to  your  Trade  Report.  It  gives  us 
trouble  at  times  from  unreasonable  customers,  but  it  has  the 
effect  of  educating  all  retailers,  and,  other  things  being  equal, 
xs-e  can  make  more  money  legitimately  out  of  educated  and 


intelligent  customers  than  we  can  out  of  the  other  sort " ; 
but  the  intelligence  should  be  there. 


THE   COMING  PHARMACOPOEIA. 

We  learn  from  minutes  which  have  lately  appeared  that 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  General  Medical  Council 
met  on  February  21,  and  that,  among  other  business,  a  letter 
was  read  from  Sir  Richard  Quain,  writing  as  Chairman  of 
the  Pharmacopueia  Committee.  Sir  W.  Turner  presided. 
By  this  letter  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  formally 
handed  over  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  publication  the 
finally-revised  proof  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  of  1898. 
The  corrected  work,  as  reported  by  the  Pharmacopoeia  Com- 
mittee, was  adopted,  and  it  was  directed  that  20,000  copies 
should  be  printed.  The  estimated  cost  of  printing  and 
binding  is  2,312Z.  10s.,  and  the  actual  and  estimated  ex- 
penses of  preparing  the  new  edition,  including  the  revision 
and  re-editing  and  advertising,  is  4,135^.  3s.,  making  a  total 
of  6,448/.  13s.  The  Registrar  was  directed  to  request  the 
Privy  Council,  in  view  of  the  great  expense  necessarily  in- 
curred in  the  preparation  of  the  work,  to  fix  the  price  at 
10s.  6rf.  Directions  were  given  for  the  insertion  of  a  notice 
of  the  publication  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  in  the  Gazettes  of 
London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin,  and  of  advertisements  in 
the  medical  journals. 

THE   ETYMOLOGY   OF  LAUDANUM. 

The  British  Medical  Journal  quotes  from  the  Gardener  s 
Chronicle  with  evident  surprise  a  note  on  the  origin  of  the 
term  "  laudanum,"  which  is  stated  to  be  a  corruption  of 
ladanum  and  labdanum,  which  was  the  Arabic  and  classical 
term  for  the  gum  of  the  Syrian  cistus.  The  curious  part  of 
the  matter  is  that  this  derivation  is  the  one  adopted  by  all 
etymologists,  and  may  be  found  in  all  the  standard 
dictionaries.  Old  medical  books  told  us  smugly  that 
laudanum  was  a  corruption  of  laudandum,  and  was  a  name 
invented  by  Paracelsus;  a  fable  which  Mr.  Skeat  tells  us  was 
absurd,  as  the  title  previously  existed  in  Provencal.  "The 
name,  in  fact,"  continues  Mr.  Skeat,  "  was  an  old  one,  but 
was  transferred  from  one  drug  to  another."  He  quotes  from 
Blount's  "Glossary,"  1694,  "Laudanum,  ladanum,  or 
labdanum,  a  sweet-smelling  gum  gathered  from  the  leaves  of 
the  Cistus  Ledon,  a  shrub  of  which  they  make  pomander.  It 
smells  like  wine  mingled  with  spices."  In  Latham's 
edition  of  Johnson's  Dictionary,  1870,  it  is  suggested  that 
when  the  names  were  first  confounded  the  word  ladanum 
must  have  signified  the  opium  itself.  Ladan  is  the  Persian 
name  for  the  herb  Cistus  Ledon. 

SCOPOLAMINE   AND  ATROSCINE. 

Nearly  the  whole  of^  the  Archiv  de  Pharmazie  for  Feb- 
ruary 28  is  devoted  to  papers  on  scopolamine  and  its  deriva- 
tives, by  Professor  E.  Schmidt  and  Dr.  W.  Luboldt.  The  latter 
gentleman  has  been  working  on  the  subject  back  and  for- 
ward since  1894,  and  he  now  submits  corroborative  experi- 
ments in  proof  of  Professor  Schmidt's  statement  that  Dr.  O. 
Hesse's  atroscine  is  identical  with  inactive  scopolamine.  In 
his  first  paper  Dr.  Luboldt  describes  the  preparation  of 
scopolamine,  the  action  of  sulphuric  acid  upon  it,  and  the 
preparation  and  properties  of  its  derivative  scopoline — the 
latter  comprising  a  comprehensive  study  of  the  constants 
of  the  salts  and  many  synthetical  and  analytical  opera- 
tions. The  second  paper  is  on  scopoleine,  many  derivatives 
of  which  Dr.  Luboldt  has  prepared.  Professor  Schmidt 
sums  up  with  a  complete  thesis  on  the  optical  properties 
of  scopolamine  hydrobromide,  showing  how  the  rotation 
may  vary  with  the  source  of  the  alkaloid  (hen  bane  or  scopolia — 
German  authorities  ignore  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes's  suggestion  to 
call  it  scopola).  This  is  followed  by  a  lengthy  account  of 
more  chemical  experiments;  and  the  series  concludes  with  a 
report  by  Dr.  Otto  Meyer,  of  the  Eye  Department,  Uni- 
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versity  Infirmary,  at  Breslau,  on  the  action  of  scopolamine 
and  atroscine  (i.e.,  optically  inactive  scopolamine)  used  as 
hydrobromides.  Dr.  Meyer  could  find  no  difference  worth 
speaking  about  between  them. 

EFFECTIVE  PILLS. 

An  American  editor  had  a  severe  cold,  and  was  prevailed 
upon  by  his  wife  to  take  a  course  of  asafetida  pills.  He 
relates  his  experience  as  follows  : — ■"  They  are  coal-black,  as 
big  as  a  bean,  and  as  slick  as  a  Chicago  alderman.  Now,  we 
have  always  prided  ourselves  upon  the  sweetness  of  our 
breath,  and  have  always  felt  thankful  that  we  smelt  like  a 
nice  bottle  of  Cologne  water.  Hence  we  felt  very  indignant 
when  a  friend  asked  us  to  see  if  there  wasn't  a  dead  mouse 
in  our  pocket.  We  stopped  to  speak  to  a  dog  to-day,  and  he 
tucked  his  tail  between  his  legs,  took  a  good  whiff  of  us,  and 
fled  with  a  howl  of  despair.  We  tried  to  kiss  the  baby  and 
she  took  a  fit.  Since  we  commenced  those  pills  we  have 
gradually  changed  from  a  bottle  of  Cologne  water  to  a 
flavour  which  resembles  the  unearthly  odour  of  a  decayed 
Bologna  sausage.  People  leave  the  room  when  we  enter. 
Dogs  bark  at  us.  Cats  climb  trees  when  we  approach.  It 
is  no  small  trial  to  a  father's  feeling  to  hear  his  children 
say — behind  his  back — '  Pa  must  be  dead  and  don't  know  it.' 
Our  neighbours  think  we  have  started  a  glue-factory.  The 
wife  parsists  in  saying  the  pills  will  cure  us.  And  we  shall 
keep  on  taking  them  until  cured  if  the  Board  of  Health  does 
not  interfere,  for  we  are  satisfied  no  cold  can  stand  that 
asafetida  more  than  ten  days." 

ARTIFICIAL  WINES. 

These  wines,  made  from  barley,  and  given  the  character  of 
any  desired  wine  by  the  introduction  of  the  appropriate 
ferment,  are  steadily  growing  in  favour.  There  is,  we  are 
told,  a  large  establishment  at  Wandsbek,  near  Hamburg, 
busy  at  work  turning  out  large  quantities  of  malt-wine  of 
various  flavours.  The  original  discovery  is  due  to  Pasteur, 
but  a  Danish  savant  and  a  German  bacteriologist  reduced  his 
theories  to  practice.  The  process  is  briefly  this  :  the  barley 
is  malted  and  carried  to  the  point  of  fermentation,  when 
lactic  acid  and  vinous  ferments  are  introduced,  and  the 
liquid  treated  by  sundry  variations  of  temperature.  Sherry, 
port,  Tokay,  and  Malaga  wines  have  by  this  means  been 
closely  imitated.  These  malt  -  wines  are  artificially 
matured  by  heating  for  some  time  to  a  high  temperature, 
which,  in  a  short  time,  gives  the  liquid  the  taste  and 
bouquet  which  in  grape-wines  takes  some  years,  and  renders 
sterile  and  innocuous  all  extraneous  matter  derived  from  the 
ferments.  The  proportion  of  alcohol  in  these  wine  s  is  from 
15  to  20  per  cent.  Malt-wines  have  been  tried  in  a  Berlin 
hospital  with  much  success,  and  were  not  distinguished 
by  the  patients  from  vintage-wines  ;  it,  however,  does  not 
follow  that  a  connoisseur  would  pass  these  wines,  but  they 
may  prove  more  acceptable  and  less  harmful  to  the  gen- 
erality of  mankind  than  the  cheap  grape-wines.  We  may 
add  that  at  present  the  product  is  sold  as  '•  Highly  Fer- 
mented Barley- wine,"  and  that,  as  the  process  is  in  its 
infancy,  improved  knowledge  and  the  use  of  English  malt 
may  result  in  a  far  better  product  than  what  is  produced 
at  present.  We  wonder  if  the  process  will  soon  be  tried 
in  England,  the  greatest  malt-producing  country  in  the 
world. 


French  Military  Pharmacists.— The  Minister  of  War 
proposes  to  increase  the  number  of  army  surgeons  from 
1,300  to  1,457,  while  the  pharmacists  attached  to  the  army 
are  to  be  reduced  from  185  to  115.  The  latter  number  is 
considered  sufficient  to  guarantee  an  efficient  pharmacy- 
service  in  the  military  hospitals  in  time  of  peace,  and,  in 
case  of  mobilisation,  pharmacists  belonging  to  the  reserve 
forces  will  be  enrolled  in  their  professional  capacity. 


Mcetmtnster  TOsfcom. 


The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

*  The  Pharmacy  Bill  has  a  good  place  in  the  orders  for 
Thursday  of  this  week,  and  if  it  were  unopposed  in  Com- 
mittee might  likely  enough  get  through.  But  Mr.  Alexander 
Cross,  the  member  for  the  Camlachie  division  of  Glasgow, 
has  given  notice  of  a  number  of  amendments,  which  make  it 
an  opposed  measure.  The  thoroughness  with  which  Mr. 
Cross  proposes  to  improve  the  Bill  will  be  seen  from  the 


Mb  Alexander  Cross,  M.P.  for  the  Camlachie  division  of 
Glasgow. 

following  sumrrary  of  his  proposals.  From  clause  1  he  pro- 
poses to  omit  the  words,  "The  Socieiy  shall  mean  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain."  In  clause  2 
(making  students  eligible  to  be  elected  student  as«oc:ates  of 
the  Society)  he  wants  to  add  words  rendering  equally  eligible 
"  the  assistant  of  a  legally  qualified  apothecary  having  served 
not  less  than  three  years  at  the  trade."  In  clause  3  (making 
chemists  and  druggists  eligible  for  membership  of  the 
Society)  he  proposes  to  add  words  rendering  legally  qualified 
apothecaries  similarly  eligible.  Clauses  4  and  5,  which 
modify  the  rotation  of  members  of  Council  and  the  method 
of  voting  for  them,  he  proposes  to  omit  altogether.  And, 
finally,  he  will  ask  the  House  to  add  the  iollowiDg  new 
clause  to  the  Bill : — 

That  nothing  in  this  Act,  nor  in  the  Act  to  regulate  the  sale  of 
poisons,  31  and  32  Vict.  c.  121,  entitled  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868, 
shall  apply  to  or  interfere  with  the  business  of  persons  who  are 
engaged  in  the  sale,  distribution,  or  mamifa  ;ture  of  insecticides, 
destroyers  of  vermin  or  disease-germs  in  plants,  of  ant-destroyers, 
of  preparations  for  prevention  of  disease  in  potatoes,  grain,  or 
other  field  or  garden  crops,  or  for  the  preservation  or  protection  of 
plants  from  disease  in  greenhouses  or  in  the  open  air,  or  for 
other  such  or  similar  purposes. 

Subsequent  to  his  first  notice  Mr.  Cross  has  given 
notice  to  add  to  his  new  clause  the  words  "  or  of  sheep-dips 
or  wool-dressings,  or  other  articles  used  for  such  purposes." 
He  also  proposes  to  add  the  words  "  after  passing  the 
pharmaceutical  examination "  to  Clause  3,  which  entitles 
chemists  and  druggists  to  become  members  of  the  Society. 

The  promoters  of  the  Bill  are  doing  their  utmost  to  defeat 
Mr.  Cross's  move,  and  they  have  called  in  the  support  of 
their  Scotch  adherents.  As  a  result  leading  Glasgow 
chemists  are  doing  their  best,  and  the  chairman  and  other 
officers  of  the  North  British  Branch  are  now  having  their 
first  experience  in  pharmaceutical  lobbying. 

Mr.  Cross  is,  we  are  informed,  the  one  Scotch  M.P.  who. 
as  reported  last  week,  replied  unfavourably  to  the  appeal  of 
the  Glasgow  Society.  He  is  the  head  if  the  firm  of 
Alexander  Cross  &  Sons,  seed-merchants  and  chemical- 
manufactnrers,  19  Hope  Street,  Glasgow,  and  acquired  some 
familiarity  with  the  Pharmacy  Act  in  December,  1895,  when 
first  a  customer  of  his  at  Helensburgh,  and  a'terwards  one 


476 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


March  19,  1898 


of  his  assistants  in  the  Hope  Street  shop,  were  prosecuted 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act  for  selling  an  arsenical  compound 
called  "  Ballikinrain  Ant-destroyer."  Mr.  Cross's  assistant 
was  treated  with  extraordinary  leniency,  for  the  Sheriff  in 
that  case  said,  "  As  this  appears  to  be  a  new  development  of 
the  application  of  the  Act  to  the  sale  of  poisons,  as  the 
accused  is  merely  a  servant,  and  as  the  object  of  the  prosecu- 
tion will  probably  be  served  by  the  publicity  it  will  receive, 
I  think  the  justice  of  the  case  will  be  met  by  dismissing  the 
accused  with  an  admonition." 

Face-guaeds  foe  Aerated- watee  Bottlees. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  March  11  Mr.  Tennant  asked 
the  Home  Secretary,  with  reference  to  the  special  rules 
issued  to  aerated-water  factories  exempting  labellers  from 
wearing  face-guards,  masks,  or  veils  of  wire  gauze  or  goggles 
while  labelling  bottles  standing  in  cases,  whether  that 
exemption  was  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of 
the  Departmental  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
subject ;  whether  his  attention  had  been  called  to  the  case 
of  the  boy  Chafer,  employed  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Gibson,  at  Brigg 
who  in  November  last  lost  an  eye  from  a  bottle  bursting 
whilst  labelling  bottles  standing  in  cases;  and  whether  he 
would  revoke  the  exemption  which  prevented  the  boy  from 
being  adequately  protected. 

Sir  Matthew  Ridley  said  :  The  Home  Office  Committee,  with 
which  the  hon.  member  is  connected,  made  a  general  recommen- 
dation that  labellers  in  these  factories  should  wear  face-guards 
but  did  not  discuss  the  question  of  the  labelling  of  bottles  in 
cases.  The  accident  was  reported  at  the  time,  and  the  facts 
are  as  stated  ;  but  the  hon.  member  must  surely  be  aware  that  I 
have  not  the  power  at  pleasure  to  make  or  alter  special  rules— 
they  must  be  settled  either  by  arrangement  with  the 
employers  or  by  arbitration  ;  and  in  the  present  case  I  cannot 
regard,  the  occasion  of  a  single  accident,  much  as  I  regret  it, 
as  sufficient  reason  for  re-opening  a  question  which  has  just 
been  settled  after  long  and  difficult  negotiations. 

The  Islington  Analyst. 

Mr.  Duckworth's  question  to  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  alleging  that  the  Islington  public 
analyst  was  found  by  the  Somerset  House  Laboratory  to  have 
been  inaccurate  three  times  in  a  fortnight,  was  not  asked 
last  Friday,  but  notice  of  it  has  been  given  for  Friday 
March  18.  " 
The  Goveenment  Vaccination 'Bill. 

In  a  Bill  introduced  this  week  by  Mr.  Chaplin  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Vaccination  are  to 
some  extent  adopted.  It  is  proposed  to  permit  only 
glycennated  •  lymph  to  be  employed,  to  require  public 
vaccinators  to  attend  at  the  homes  of  persons  whose  children 
are  to  be  vaccinated,  to  allow  vaccination  to  be  performed 
within  the  first  twelve  months  instead  of  three  months  as 
now,  and  to  abolish  cumulative  penalties. 


flftarriaae. 

™SN2^rT0WSB-~At  the  Parish  Church,  Filey,  on 
March  10,  Mr.  Charles  Metcalfe  Snow,  chemist,  Bradford,  to 
Annie  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Mr.  Samuel  Towse,  postmaster, 


Beatbs. 


CONGEEVE.  —  At  his  residence,  Third  Avenue,  Hove, 
Brighton,  on  March  14,  Mr.  George  Thomas  Congreve. 
Aged  77.  The  late  Mr.  Congreve  was  the  inventor  of 
'Congreve's  Elixir,"  from  the  sale  of  which  he  amassed  a 
considerable  fortune.  He  came  of  an  old  Staffordshire 
Jamily,  his  grandfather  being  a  surgeon  of  some  eminence  in 
Coventry,  and  his  father  (who  was  also  a  surgeon)  had  an 
extensive  practice  in  Islington,  where  the  late  Mr.  Congreve 
was  born.  He  was  educated  at  Knightsbridge,  and  his 
tavounte  study  in  boyhood  was  botany.  He  afterwards 
studied  medicine  first  under  his  father,  then  in  St.  Thomas's 
and  Westminster  Hospitals  under  several  eminent  London 
medical  men.    Mr.  Congreve  was;  a  well  known  member  o< 


the  Baptist  body,  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  philanthropic 
and  religious  work  in  Hove,  where  he  built  the  Holland 
Road  Baptist  Chapel 

Cottle. — On  March  10,  at  his  residence  in  Val  Road, 
Alderney,  Mr.  Frederick  J.  Cottle,  chemist.  Mr.  Cottle  was 
originally  a  pupil  of  Mr.  Dupuy,  chemist,  of  St.  Peter 
Port,  Guernsey,  and  when  the  Government  works  were  begun 
in  Alderney,  some  fifty  years  ago,  he  started  in  business 
there  as  a  chemist  and  druggist.  He  was  postmaster  of 
Alderney  for  some  years,  and,  indeed,  the  postal  business  is-, 
conducted  to  this  day  at  his  old  establishment.  He  was- 
Chairman  of  the  local  Gaslight  Company,  held  the  rank  of 
captain  in  the  militia  force,  and  was  a  Past-Master  of  the 
Masonic  Lodge.  Mr.  Cottle  was  in  his  75th  year.  He- 
was  intending  to  go  to  London  to  undergo  an  operation 
for  cataract.  His  death  was  very  sudden.  Waking  in  the 
night  he  said  to  his  wife,  "  I  am  very  unwell,  and  feel  that  I 
am  dying,"  and  passed  away  in  about  five  minutes. 

Edington. — On  March  8,  at  Nort  h  Shields,  Mr.  James  Stead 
Edington,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  74  years.  Mr.  Eding- 
ton had  retired  from  business  some  years  since,  and  devoted 
his  leisure  to  literature  and  art.  He  had  been  in  ill-health 
for  the  past  year,  and  ever  since  sustaining  a  fall  on  his  head 
had  suffered  from  depression.  On  March  3  he  cut  his  throat 
and  died  from  the  effects  of  the  injury  five  days  later. 

Hemensley. — Mr.  A.  P.  Hemensley,  chemist,  of  Broad- 
way, Douglas,  Isle  of  Man,  died  on  Tuesday,  after  a  short 
illness,  due  to  blood-poisoning  resulting  from  a  scratch. 

Nelson. — On  March  5,  at  Allesley  Park,  near  Coventry, 
Mr.  George  H.  Nelson,  chemical-manufacturer,  Emscote, 
head  of  the  firm  of  Nelson,  Dale  &  Co.  Aged  61.  Mr. 
Nelson  was  Mayor  of  Warwick  six  times,  and  filled  many 
other  positions  of  local  importance. 

Pascal. — The  death  occurred  at  Somier  on  Tuesday  of 
Mr.  Cossar  Pascal,  distiller  of  essential  oils,  who  was  well 
known  to  many  London  wholesale  druggists  through  his 
long  association  with  Mr.  H.  Rubeck.  Mr.  Pascal  had  a 
slight  attack  of  influenza,  which  appears  to  have  developed 
into  a  pulmonary  trouble,  as  he  was  carried  off  unexpectedly. 
He  was  in  his  64th  year. 

Qtjain. — The  death  of  Sir  Richard  Quain,  Bart., M.D..F.R.S.., 
President  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  on  Sunday  last 
was  not  unexpected.  Sir  Richard  had  been  ill  for  the  past 
year,  but  he  courageously  carried  on  his  work  almost  to  the 
last.  In  May  of  last  year  he  occupied  for  the  last  time  the 
chair  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  though  it  was  clear 
that  he  was  not  strong  enough  for  the  task,  and  less  than 
three  weeks  before  his  death  he,  as  chairman  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia Committee,  formally  handed  over  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia of  1898  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  for  publication.  The  work  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 
was  always  especially  dear  to  the  late  doctor.  It  was  that 
which  brought  him  into  contact  with  pharmacists,  and  no 
one  who  has  ever  come  under  his  influence  will  forget  the 
charm  of  his  manner,  which 
never  seemed  to  fail.  He  was 
an  Irishman,  and  the  musical 
accent  of  county  Cork  remained 
with  him  all  through  his  life, 
though  he  had  been  a  Londoner 
for  the  past  sixty  years.  Sir 
Richard  Quain  was  born  at 
Mallow  on  October  30  or  31, 
1816.  He  was  never  quite  sure 
of  the  exact  date,  so  he  kept 
both  days  as  his  birthday.  He 
was  of  good  family,  and  was 
the  eldest  of  eight,  children. 
At  the  diocesan  school  of 
Cloyne.  where  he  received  his 
education,  his  cousin,  John 
Richard,  afterwards  Mr.  Justice 
Quain,  and  Edward  Sullivan, 
afterwards  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland,  were  among  his  school- 
fellows. He  was  very  nearly 
absorbed  into  the  business  of  a  tanner  by  his  uncle,  who  was 
carrying  on  a  successful  business  in  that  line,  but  his  mother 
bad  set  her  heart  on  seeing  him  a  physician.    So  he  was 
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articled  to  Mr.  Fraser,  a  medical  practitioner,  of  Limerick 
and  -when  he  had  served  his  time,  at  the  age  of  20  he  came, 
to  London,  and  studied  at  University  College  Hospital. 
Two  cousins  of  his,  Jones  Quain,  teacher  of  anatomy,  and 
•Richard  Qaain,  who  took  high  rank  as  a  surgeon,  were  there 
before  him.  The  younger  Richard  had  a  distinguished 
•career  as  a  student,  and  graduated  M.B.  (Lond.)  in  1840  and 
M.D.  in  1842.  We  cannot  here  sketch  Sir  Richard  Quain's 
medical  career,  but  an  incident  in  his  early  days,  related  in 
the  Times  biography,  is  worth  reproduction,  though  it  does 
mot  encourage  faith  in  medical  diagnosis  or  medical  honour. 
A  case  of  supposed  arsenic-poisonicg  was  inquired  into  by 
Mr.  Wakley,  the  Middlesex  Coroner,  and  Quain  was  asked  by 
the  Coroner  to  make  a  post-mortem  examination.  The 
deceased  was  a  man  who  for  some  months  had  been  in  a 
desponding  frame  of  mind.  One  day  he  showed  his  wife 
a  piece  of  paper  labelled  "Arsenic,"  and  said  he  had 
swallowed  what  it  had  contained,  and  that  it  was  "  all  over 
with  him."  The  man  was  taken  to  a  hospital,  where  the 
resident  officers  applied  all  the  remedies  for  arsenical 
poisoning  with  great  vigour,  but  the  man  died  in  spite  of 
them.  The  druggist  from  whom  the  parcel  had  been  pro- 
cured said  the  man  had  asked  for  arsenic,  but  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  manner,  cream  of  tartar  had  been  supplied 
under  an  arsenical  label.  A  quantity  of  arsenic  was,  never- 
theless, found  in  his  stomach.  Not  satisfied  with  this,  Dr. 
Quain  pursued  his  inquiry,  and  found  that  no  arsenic  had 
,passed  out  of  the  stomach  into  the  intestinal  canal.  He  in- 
ferred that  what  was  found  had  been  introduced  by  a 
stomach-pump  or  some  similar  meaas  after  death  had 
occurred,  and  it  was  ultimately  shown  that  this  had  been 
done  by  the  medical  officers  of  the  hospital,  who  had  thus 
endeavoured  to  conceal  the  error  into  which  they  had  fallen. 
The  acutencss  with  which  Dr.  Quain  suspected  the  truth,  and 
the  skill  with  which  he  brought  it  to  the  test  of  experiment, 
were  much  appreciated,  and  exercised  an  important  influence 
in  confirming  the  reputation  which  he  had  gained  as  a 
student.  Sir  Richard  Quain  filled  many  positions  of  honour 
in  the  course  of  his  career,  and  was  for  twenty  years 
physician  to  the  Brompton  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the 
Chest.  He  was  one  of  the  State  representatives  on  the 
General  Medical  Council  from  1863,  and  was  President  of 
that  body  since  1891.  His  great  "Dictionary  of  Medicine" 
was  his  principal  literary  achievement,  and  though  he  did 
not  write  much  in  it,  the  labour  of  editing  it  was  enormous. 
It  is  said  that  33,000  copies  of  the  first  edition  were  sold. 
Sir  Richard  Quain  was  much  beloved  by  his  patients,  and 
was  highly  popular  in  social  life,  and  especially  among  the 
highest  class  of  literary  and  artistic  people.  His  cheerful 
manner  and  his  devotion  to  his  work  will  not  soon  be  for- 
gotten by  those  who  knew  him. 

SlBAEY. — On  February  27,  Mr.  George  Sibary,  chemist 
■and  druggist,  Dresden,  Longton.    Aged  87. 


The  funeral  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Mitchell,  of  Old  Swan,  Liver- 
.pool,  took  place  on  Friday,  March  11,  at  Knotty  Ash  Church. 
A  large  number  of  friends  attended ;  among  others  Messrs. 
Chas.  Sharp,  F.L.S.,  John  Bain  (President  of  the  Liverpool 
Chemists'  Association),  W.  Wellings,  J.  R.  Cave  (Southport), 
T.  S.  Wokes,  J.  Maley  (Douglas),  J.  Weston  (Runcorn),  and 
Prosper  H.  Marsden,  F.C.S.  There  were  a  large  number  of 
floral  tributes,  including  a  wreath  from  his  old  colleagues  in 
the  Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society. 

Me.  Petee  Hughes  Davies,  sen.,  pharmaceutical  chemist 
March,  whose  death  was  recorded  last  week,  was  the  eldest 
'OB  of  the  late  Purser  Davies,  R.N.,  Launceston.  From  that, 
town  he  went  to  Peterborough  as  an  assistant  to  Messrs. 
Sturton,  chemists  and  druggists,  and  from  there,  in  1849,  he 
removed  to  March,  in  Cambridgeshire,  founding  the  business 
which  has  been  continued  since  with  the  assistance,  during 
the  past  twenty- live  years,  of  his  son,  Mr.  P.  H.  Davies,  jun. 
He  was  a  successful  pharmacist,  and  not  a  little  interested  in 
the  by-paths  of  the  craft.  For  example,  since  the  days  of 
ferrotype  and  wet-plates  in  photography,  he  had  ardently 
followed  that  art,  and  devoted  a  large  part  of  his  time  to  it. 
He  joined  the  Society  as  an  assistant  at  its  foundation,  and 
^.vas  local  secretary  for  March  until  last  year.  Mr.  Davies 
iiad  taken  part  in  local  affairs,  and  was  highly  respected 


throughout  the  town.  On  Monday,  when  the  funeral  took 
place,  business  in  the  town  was  well  nigh  suspended  out  of 


Ma.  P.  Hughes  Davies. 
respect  for  the  many  good  deeds  he  had  done.    He  was  a 
member  and  generous  supporter  of  the  Providence  Baptist 
Chapel. 

In  connection  with  the  death  of  Dr.  Ferdinand  Hurter,  we 
observe  that  in  the  last  issued  Proceedings  of  the  Chemical 
Society  his  name  is  included  as  a  proposed  Fellow.  Dr. 
Hurter  while  an  apprentice  to  a  dyer  showed  a  great  liking 
for  science,  and  to  pursue  his  studies  went  to  the  Zurich 
Polytechnic,  and  afterwards  to  Heidelberg,  where  he  studied 
under  Bunsen  and  Kirchhoff,  and  where  he  took  his  degree 


Db.  Ferdinand  Hubtee. 
of  Ph.D.  in  1866.  In  1867  he  came  to  England,  and,  on  the 
recommendation  of  Sir  Henry  Roscoe,  very  shortly  entered 
the  service  of  Messrs.  Gaskell,  Deacon  &  Co.  Dr.  Hurter 
had  been  in  anything  but  robust  health  for  the  last  year  or 
two,  but  his  medical  advisers  failed  to  detect  anything 
seriously  wrong,  till  his  sudden  death  from  an  aneurism  re- 
vealed the  actual  state  of  things.  He  has  left  a  widow  and 
five  children. 


Epsom  Salts  have  Caused  the  Death  of  a  girl  in 
Brisbane.  She  had  taken  two  large  doses  within  two  or 
three  days.  Poisoning  with  Epsom  salts  seems  to  be  rather 
common  in  Queensland. 
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In  Accordance  witii  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

THE  names  given  hereunder  are  those  of  persons  whose 
addresses  an  unknown  to  the  registrar,  and  communi- 
cations sent  to  them  have  been  returned  through  the  post. 
The  registrar  therefore  desires  to  make  known  as  widely  as 
possible  that  any  registered  person  who  fails  to  communi- 
cate his  whereabouts  is,  under  Section  X.  of  the  Act,  liable 
to  have  his  name  erased  from  the  register. 

Those  marked  *  are  Pharmaceutical  Chemists. 


Adams,  Walter,  Chesham 
Adcock,  William,  Birmingham 
Alexander,  E.  G  ,  Manningham 
Allen,  John  W.,  Liverpool 
Anderson,  E.  E.,  Battersea 
*Appleton,  R.,  Hawthorn,  Vic. 
Ashford,  F.,  Deptford,  S.E. 
Atkinson,  R.,  Newcastle-on-T. 
Baillie,  Janet,  Tranent 
*Baldwin,  Arthur  H.,  Windsor 
Balfre,  Juan  M.,  Fulham,  S.W. 
Banfield,  Harold,  London 
Banks,  Benj.,  Brockley,  S.E. 
Banks,  James  D.,  Kington 
Bardill,  Draper  W.,  Derby 
Bartle,  Wm.  T.,  Brigg,  Lines 
Bartlett,  Percy  J.,  Upper  Nor- 
wood, S.E. 
*Baugh,  J.  W.  M.,  Bexley  Heath 
Beesley,  Thos.,  Clapham,  S.W. 
Belcher,  Rt.  B.,  Burton-on-T. 
*Bennett,  George,  York 
Bentley,  Charles  S.,  Sheffield 
Beynon,  Benjamin,  Swansea 
Bosustow,  F.  S.  M.,  Penzance 
Bowden,  A.,  St.  James's,  S.W. 
Brightmore,  W.,  Leamington 
Bromwich,  Thos.,  London,  N. 
Browell,  John  J.,  Southport 
Brown,  T.,  Seaharn  Harbour 
Brown,  William,  Totton 
Bruce,  Harvey,  Br  sbane 
Buck,  Charles  B.,  Ipswich 
Burch,  L.  N.,  Higher  Broughton 
Burnham,  C.  J.,  jun.,  Barking 
Burrows,  Frank,  Cambridge 
Bush,  George,  Chelmsford 
Calkin,  John  E.,  Salisbury 
Campion,  Rowland,  Deritend, 

Birmingham 
""Carr,  Tom  W.,  Boroughbridge 
Carrie,  Robert  S.,  Dundee 
Carroll,  George,  Bristol 
Casey,  Edward,  Manchester 
"Chabot,  F.,  Tunbridge  Wells 
Challis,  F.,  Denmark  Hill,  S.E. 
"Chapman,  J.  G.,  Bostoa.U.S.A. 
Charlton,T.D.,  Bishop  Auckland 
Cheyne,  Wm.  A.,  Edinburgh 
Child,  T.,  New  Wortley,  Leeds 
Chippendale,  John  R.,  London 
Clarke,  Peter  T.,  Edinburgh 
Clue,  George  M.,  Portsmouth 
Cockerill,  Thomas,  Ripon 
Cocking,  Fredk.  J.,  Alvingham 
Colebank,  J.,  Longtown,  Cumb. 
Coleman,     Friend,  Lordship 

Lane,  S.E. 
Cookson,  Joseph,  Bradford 
Cooper,  Edwin,  Simcoe,  Canada 
Cory,  James  T.  H,  London 
Count,  Sydney,  King's  Lynn 
Cox,  A.  W.,  Alresford,  Hants 
Creasser,  Matthew,  Aldborough 
Crichton,  George,  Glasgow 
Cross,  Robert,  Rochdale 
Crossland,  George,  Stalybridge 
*Cuff,  George  Henry,  Bristol 
'"'Cule,  Taliesin,  Pontypridd 
Darley,  E.,  Newton-le-Willows 
Davies,  D.  E.,  Mountain  Ash 
Davies,  George  E.,  Welshpool 
Davison,  William  H  ,  Hastings 
Daykin,  Thos.,  Pateley  Bridge 


Denton,  Henry  T.  J.,  Plymouth 
Dickinson,  W.,  Bayswater,  W. 
Dillon,  Chas.  L.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Dismorr,  Henry,  Gravesend 
Dorsey,  Martin,  Kilburn,  N.W. 
Dunn,  Daniel,  Leeds 
Eaton,  Robert,  Clitheroe 
*E:lwirds,  'William  Mansfidd 
Elliott,  George  H.,  Plymouth 
Ellis,  C.  E.,  Thornbury,  Gloc. 
Ellis,  Walter,  Thornbury,  Gloc. 
Endall,  E.  A.,  St.  Leonards 
Errington,  Wm.,  Manningham 
Evans,  Barrow,  Derby 
Evans,  Thomas,  Swansea 
Evans,  William  W.,  Eastbourne 
Fenton,  John  M.,  Ashton-u.-L. 
Field,  Reeve  H.,  London 
Fihner,  John  H.,  Plymouth 
*Ford,  James,  Montrose 
Forrester,  Thomas,  Edinburgh 
Foster,  Alexander  J.,  Rochester 
Fowles,  Fredk.  W.,  Liverpool 
Francis,  George,  Romsey 
Franklyn,  Thomas,  Brighton 
Frater,  Mark  W.,  Salisbury 
Frost,  John  A.,  Derby 
Gant,  Robert  B.,  Woolwich 
Garforth,  John,  Sheffield 
Garner,  T.,  Stoke  Newington,  N.  | 
Geldart,  John,  Liverpool 
Gelston,  P.  J.  N.,  Manchester 
Gibson,  James  E.,  Reading 
Gibson,  Mary,  Redcar,  Yorks 
Gilmour,  Andrew,  Manchester 
*Goss,  George,  Bromley,  Kent 
*Goucher,  John,  Brighton 
Grant,  John  A.,  Great  Grimsby 
Green,  John,  Hampstead,  N.W. 
Green,  Robert,  Woolwich,  S.E. 
"Green,  Walter,  London 
Greenhalgh,  Clifton,  Chorlton- 

on-Medlock 
Greenwood,  John  T.,  Woodville 
Griffiths,  Charles  J.,  Kingston 
Griffiths,  Henry  T.,  Clifton 
Haddon,  John,  Kimberley 
Haining,  Edward,  Sheffield 
Harding,  Christmas,  London 
Harradine,  Henry  G.,  Bewdley 
Harrison,  C,  Melbourne,  Vic. 
Harrison,  Thomas  H,  Paisley 
"Haworth,  B.  H.,  Manchester 
Haynes,  Alexander,  Derby 
*Hayward,  W.  E.,  Rochdale 
Hill,  Robert  B.,  Edinburgh 
Hindle,  John,  Oulton  Broad 
Hircock,  George  W.,  Kettering 
Hollingworth,  O.,  Barnsley 
Holt,  John,  Manchester 
Hopkinson,  S.,  Chesterfield 
Howard,  Henry,  Colkirk 
Howorth,  Fred.  A.,  Preston 
Hoyle,  John  W.,  Southsea 
Hughes,  George,  Liverpool 
Hughes,  William  C,  London 
"Hulme,  Richard  G.,  London 
Hunt,  Archibald  J.,  Reading 
Huntley,  George  F.,Wimborne 
Inman,  Joseph  H.,  Sheffield 
Jackson,  Henry  F.,  Montreal 
James,  John,  London 
Jeffery,  Elias,  Bamsbury,  N. 
Jeffries,  Gilbart,  Peckham,  S.E. 


Jenkins,  Wm.  T.,  Victoria,  S.W. 
Jessop,  Jonathan,  Halifax 
Johnson,  Fletcher  A.,  Bradford 
Johnson,  Frederick,  London 
Johnstone,  James,  London 
Jones,  Edward,  Corris  R.S.O., 

Merioneth 
Jones,  Edward  D.,  Chester 
Jones,  E.,  Ashton-under-Lyne 
Jones,  H.  D.,  Newcastle  Emlyn 
Jones,  John  D.,  Llanybyther 
Jones,  John  R.,  Edinburgh 
Jones,  Thomas,  Accra,  W.A. 
Jones,  Wm.  N.,  Stoke  Newing- 
ton, N. 

Joy,  Thomas  G.,  Hong  Kong 
Kay,  John,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Keall,  Francis,  Ilfracombe 
Kenward,  Robert,  Landport 
Kerr,  George  J.,  Huyton 
Keys,  Sydney  H.,  Fulham,  S.W. 
Kilkenny,  Andrew,  London 
"King,  Arthur,  Norwich 
Laidlaw,  Walter,  Romsey 
Laurence,  Henry  F.,  Seacombe 
Leal,  Alexander,  Edinburgh 
Lees,  David,  Glasgow 
Leslie,  Theodore  C.,  Hull 
Lestar,  George,  Sheffield 
Lewis,  David,  Cardiff 
Lewis,  William  S.,  Kendal 
Liddle,  T.  M.,  Middlesborough 
Lightfoot,  J.,  Cape  Town,  S.A. 
Linay,  William  T.  M.,  London 
Lindley,  Henry,  Sheffield 
Littlefair,  Tliomas,  Cornholme 
Lowe,  Walter,  Manchester 
Lucraft,  William  H.,  Exeter 
McAllister,  R.  D.,  Nottingham 
"MeClumpha,    Robert,  New- 

castle-on-Tyne 
McConochy,  John,  Bermond- 

sey,  S.E. 
McDonald,  Alex.  M.,  Edinburgh 
MacDonald,  D.  E.,  Lancaster 
Mclntyre,  J.,  Grantown,  N.B. 
McKenzie,  Alexander  T.,  Lea- 
mington Spa 
McKenzie,  Charles,  Glasgow 
McKenzie,  James,  Hampstead, 
N.W. 

Macleod,  Thomas,  Glasgow 
McMillan,  James,  Liverpool 
McNeil,  Margaret,  Glasgow 
Maddock,  Herbert,  Birkdale 
Malcolm,  Alexander,  Dundee 
Mangnall,  Thomas,  Bradford, 

Manchester 
Mansergh,  William,  Manchester 
Marrett,  C.  A.,  Wisbech 
Marshall,  Alex.  J.,  Linlithgow 
Marshall,  George,  Birtley 
Marshall,  Robert,  Edinburgh 
Martlew,  E.  H.,  Camden  Square, 

N.W. 

Mason,  H.  H.,  Old  St.,  E.C. 
Maw,  Solomon  G.,  Rotherham 
May,  James,  Edinbuigh 
May,  John,  Battersea,  S.W. 
Mercer,  George,  Wooler 
Messer,  Frederic,  Berners  St., 
W. 

Mitchell,  James,  Croydon 
Mitchell,  William,  Old  Trafford 
Moody,  William  M.,  Louth 
""Morgan,  Wm.  E.,  Llandudno 
Morris,  S.  W.,  Edmonton 
Mould,  C  Ashton-under-Lyne 
'""Naylor,  T.  H.,  Melbourne,  Vic. 
*Neve,  F.  C,  Croydon 
Newton,  J  T.,  Birmingham 
Nicholls,  Arthur  L.,  Ventnor 
Nichols,  W.  H,  Tooting,  S.W. 
Nicholson,  W.  J.,  Birmingham 
Nicholson,  W.  O.,  Granville  Sq., 
W.C. 

Ockenden,  J.,  Notting  Hill,  W. 
Ogilvie,  J.  H.,  Battersea,  S.W. 
Oldfield,  H.,  Chesterfield 
Olds,  Arthur  G,  Liverpool 


*011iver,  George  E.,  Hitchin 
Onion,  H.  M.,  Bournemouth 
Oswell,  William  H.,  Liverpool 
Otley,  John,  Sheffield 
Padley,  W.,  S.  Melbourne,  Vic 
Parker,  C,  Kirkby  Lonsdale 
Parker,  H.  G,  Kettering 
Parkinson,  C  ,  Blackburn 
Parry,  Alfred,  Brixton,  S.W. 
Paterson,   A.,   Kimberley,  S, 
Africa 

Patrick,  H.  W.,  Rushden 
Patterson,  James,  Commercial' 

Road,  E. 
Patterson,  John,  Edinburgh 
"Peacock,  Wm.  IE,  Denmark 

Park,  S.E. 
Pearce,  Edward  E.,  Southwick 
Pentney,  James  G,  Norwich 
Pereira,  F.  A.,  Bamsbury,  N 
Phillips,  George  H.,  Merton 
Pickard,  James,  Bradford 
Pickering,  Richard,  St.  Helens 
Pool,  G.,  Honor  Oak  Rise,  S  E. 
Poyser,  Robert,  Maidstone 
Pratt,  Francis,  Selhurst,  S.E. 
Pridgeon,  H.  P.,  Leytonstone, 

Priest,  B.  W.,  Westminster 
Priestley,  J.  A.,  Bradford,  Yorks 
Pring,  Charles  H.,  Bristol 
Pye,  John,  Brixton,  S.W. 
Radford,  T.  C,  Ferrybridge 
Reboul,  A.  P.,  Liverpool  Rd.,  N. 
Rees,  John,  Cardiff 
Rees,  Llewellyn  V.,  Bristol 
•  Richards,  T.,  Porth,  Glam. 
Eishworth,  H.,  Aberford 
Robins,  John,  Framlingham 
Robinson,  C.  M.,  Attleborough 
Robotham,  G.  H.,  Birmingham' 
Rothwell,  W.  T.,  Heywood 
Royal,  Andrew,  Liverpool 
Royse,  A.,  Middleton 
Ryan.VV.  T., Weston-super-Mare 
Sampson,    Nicholas  Mackey, 

Walham  Green,  S.W. 
Sanderson,  J.  B.,  Barnack 
Saunders,W.  J.,  Surrey  Sq.,  S.E. 
Savege,  Ernest,  Croydon 
Sclater,  John  G.,  Edinburgh 
Scott,  Malcolm,  Edinburgh 
Scruby,  J.  C,  Sth.Hackney.N.E. 
Shadford,  Major,  Derby 
*Sharp,  David  B.,  Sunderland 
Silverwood,  J.,  Huddersfield 
Sime,  William,  Edinburgh 
Simpson,  Robert,  Aberdeen 
Simpson,  T.,  Croydon 
Skeates,  F.,  Bath 
Skirrow,  F.  J.,  Withington 
Smith,  C,  Bishopsgate  Street, 

E.C. 

Smith,  J.  B..  Dulwich,  S.E. 
Snell,  C.  H.,  Stoke  Newington,  N. 
Sollitt,  Arthur,  Clifton 
Southam,  S.,  Moss  Side,  Man- 
chester 
Spence,  George,  Oxford 
Stamford,  F.,  Skidhy,  Hull 
Stanfield,  F.  P.,  Sheffield 
Stedman,  C.  R.,  Surbiton 
Steer,  James  H.,  Sheffield 
Steuson,  J.,  Camden  Town,  N.W. 
Stephens,  T.F.,  Wells  Street,  W. 
*Stoneham,  P.,  St.  Peter's  Park, 
W. 

Strachan,  B.,  Manor  Park 
Stubbs,  Thos.  S.,  Bristol 
Sturt,  Clifford  H.,  Dewsbury 
Sutton,  Allan,  Liverpool 
Sykes,  J.,  Southport 
Taylor,  Edw.,  Shipston-on-Stour 
Taylor,  Henry  P.,  Alnwick 
Taylor,  P.  N.,  Charters  Towers, 

Queensland 
Taylor,  Thos.  E.,  Highbury,  N. 
Thacker,  Henry  R.,  Nottingham. 
Thorn,  John,  Streatham,  S.W. 
Thomas,  F.  W.,  Southampton 
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Thompson,  W.,  Nottingham 
Thomson,  G.  W.,  Brighton,  Vic. 
Titmas,  J.  H.,  Middleton 
Tomlinson,  Geo.,  Waddingharn 
Toulson,  James  A.  H.,  Leeds 
Townencl,  G.  F.,  Sydenham,  S.E. 
Troughton,  R.,  Kearsley 
Tupholme,  J.  J.,  Kimberley,S.A. 
Venables,  George,  Portsea 
Waddy,  E.  A.,  Dover 
Wads  worth,  E.,  Dalton 
Walker,  George,  Hastings 
Wallis,  John,  Boscombe 
Wallis,  William,  York 
Walton,  J.,  Nevvcastle-on-Tyne 
Warburton,  W.,  Ramsbottom 
Ward,  Thos.  R.,  Manchester 
Wardle,  M.  C,  Middlesboro-on- 
Tees 

Watson,  T.  B.,  New  Alresford 
Weir,  J.  A.,  Heaton 
Weir,  Thos.,  Biggar,  N.B. 
Wellington,  F.,  S.  Petherton 
Wells,  R.  Jos.,  Kensal  Rise,  W. 
West,  A.  T.  T.,  Barrow 


Wheeldon,  Jos.,  junr.,  Hulme 
Wheeldon,  W.  H.,  Derby 
Wheeler,  A.,  Brighton 
Whelpton,  R.,  Tooting,  S.W. 
White,  Frederick  E.,  Derby 
White,  William  S.,  Cheetham 
*Wild,  G.  H.,  Forest  Gate,  E. 
Wildman,  Harry  G.,  Feltliam 
Williams,  G.,  Forest  Gate,  E. 
Williams,  Herbert  E.,  Swansea 
Williams,  Llewellyn,  Llangoed 
'Williams,  William,  Carnarvon 
Wine,  J.  A.,  Melbourne,  Vic. 
Wood,  F.  P.,  Manchester 
Woodland,   Walter    B.,  Ken 

nington,  S.E. 
Worfolk,  Alfred  E.,  Holloway 

Road,  N. 
Wright,  George,  Buckie,  N.B. 
Wright,  Joseph  N.,  Reading 
Wynhall,  George  J.  R.,  Willes- 

den,  N.W. 
Young,  D.,  South  Otterington 
Young,  J.  J.,  Midsomer  Norton 


IRcwelUes. 


VINOLIA  GOODS 

Messes.  Blondeau  et  Cie  ,  Maiden  Crescent,  N.W.,  send 
us  a  batch  of  new  goods  and  new  sizes  of  their  well-known 
preparations.  "Savon  Violettes  de  Parme"  is  a  sweetly- 
scented  soap  put  up  in  boxes  of  three 
cakes,  each  cake  wrapped  in  a  chromo 
lithographed  violet  wrapper  of  very  taste- 
ful appearance.  Vinolia  toilet-water  is 
a  refreshing  article  with  a  delicate  per 
fume,  and  is  used  undiluted  for  bathing 
or  with  water  for  the  toilet  or  bath.  The 
perfume  has  a  herbaceous  twinge  about 
it,  and  leaves  behind  it  the  freshness  so 
much  liked  with  toilet-waters.  Smaller 
sizes  of  Vinolia  Eau  de  Cologne  and 
lavender-water  are  now  put  up  of  the 
same  quality  and  style  as  the  larger  ones. 
Vinolia  liquid  dentifrice  and 
Vinolia  tooth-soap  are  two  good 
lines,  the  former  put  up  in 
sprinkler-top  bottles,  and  the 
latter  in  white  enamelled  tin 
boxes.  In  these  two  articles 
peppermint  blended  with  other 
°dours  is  used  as  the  perfume. 
Premier  Vinolia  pomade,  a 
cheaper  variety  of  Vinolia 
pomade,  is  put  up  in  metal 
screw-cap  glass  jars  of  artistic 

design.  It  is  of  good  consistence,  and  the  perfume  is  superior 
to  what  similar-priced  articles  usually  have. 

VEJOS. 

This  is  the  name  of  a  new  vegetable-extract,  of  which  we 
have  received  a  sample  from  Vejos  (Limited),  143  West  Ham 
Lane,  E.  The  novelty  of  this  extract  may  be  judged  from 
the  following  particulars  of  its  preparation,  supplied  to  us  by 
the  inventor,  Dr.  John  Goodfellow  :— 

Vejos  is  produced  principally  from  young  living  vegetable-cells 
ot  the  group  to  which  the  mushroom  belongs,  which  are  specially 
developed  from  pure  cultivations  in  a  nutrient  fluid,  prepared  from 
rye,  malt  maize,  and  oats,  from  which  the  protoplasm  of  the  cell 
is >  formed.  J. he  object  of  the  treatment  is  to  extract  in  the  form 
ot  an  albuminate  the  protoplasm  and  proteids  of  the  cell,  together 
with  the  nitrogenous  extractives  and  phosphates.  To  effect  this 
we  treat  the  living  cells  with  a  dilute  solution  of  lactic  acid  at  a 
emperature  of  120°  to  140°.    During  this  treatment  the  proto- 


plasm and  proteids  of  the  cell  are  gradually  dissolved  out,  and  form 
with  the  lactic  -jed  an  albuminate  in  ccmb  i  .  cr,  /.  i  11  lscriis  aa.il 
closely  resembling  the  syntonine  found  in  fiesh  meat.  In 
addition  there  are  present  a  number  of  nitrogenous  extractives, 
closely  allied  to  those  found  in  muscle,  including  tyrosine,  leucin, 
kreatin,  &c,  also  soluble  salts  like  phosphati  s  and  peptones.  Tin 
mixture  is  then  filtered  and  pressed,  and  the  filtiate  evaporated  to 
the  desired  consistency. 

Our  sample  contains  in  addition  10  per  cent,  of  a  cereal 
treated  in  the  same  manner,  but  with  the  starch  rendered,' 
entirely  soluble.  The  extract  so  produced  resembles  in 
appearance  meat- extract,  and  produce?  on  mixing  with 
boiling  water  (which  dissolves  about  85  per  cent,  of  it)  a 
liquid  much  like  beef-tea  in  appearance  and  qualities — 
in  fact,  it  so  closely  resembles  preparations  of  meat  that 
several  persons  to  whom  we  have  given  it  without  mentioning 
its  origin  have  declared  it  to  be  a  superior  bouillon. 
The  presence  of  lact-albumen  is  shown  by  neutralising  with< 
caustic  soda,  which  causes  a  heavy  precipitate,  and  if  to  the 
filtrate,  absolute  alcohol  be  added  in  excess  a  further 
precipitate  of  protein  with  nitrogenous  extractive;  is 
obtained.  As  far  as  we  are  able  to  judge,  Vejos  has  real- 
value  as  a  nutritive  and  stimulating  dietetic  article.  The 
production  of  this  article  opens  up  quite  a  new  source  of 
food-supply,  and  we  cannot  help  thinking  it  has  a  large 
future  before  it.  Vejos  is  put  up  in  square  amber  bottles, 
sizes  from  loz.  to  lib.,  2-oz.  bottles  selling  for  Qd.,  4-oz. 
Is.  3d.,  and  1-lb.  at  3s.  lOd. 

EUGOL. 

Messes.  Bayaed,  Sons  &  Bayard,  of  New  York,  whose 
English  depot  is  at  23  Bridle  Lane,  Golden  Square,  W. ,  have 
submitted  to  us  a  bottle  of  Eugol  for  examination.  It  is  a 
non-poisonous  liquid  antiseptic  and  disinfectant  for  internal 
or  external  use.  Physically  it  is  a  clear  transparent  liquid 
with  an  odour  which  recalls  witchhazel,  v;intergreen,  and 
thymol,  and  a  refreshing  taste.  It  is  adapted  for  numerous 
uses  where  a  bland  antiseptic  is  desired,  as  in  eczema,  sore 
throat,  and  hemorrhoids,  and  may  be  used  either  pure  ot 
diluted  with  water  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  case. 
Used  as  a  spray  in  throat  affections,  it  forms  an  ideal  means 
of  applying  an  antiseptic  to  the  lower  parts  of  the  throat 
not  ordinarily  reached  by  gargles.  It  is  a  stamped  article, 
and  may  be  obtained  from  wholesale  druggists  and  patent  - 
medicine  houses. 


Busmen  Cbatiaea* 

Me.  E.  R.  Chekeett,  of  Monkwearmouth,  asks  us  to  state 
that  it  is  his  branch  business  in  Sunderland  which  he  has 
sold  to  Mr.  J.  R.  Volans. 

Me.  G.  R.  Cook  has  disposed  of  his  business  at  Laceby, 
Grimsby,  to  Mr.  E.  Darley,  and  will  open  handsome  new 
premises  at  Cleethorpes  about  Easter. 

Me.  J.  H.  B.  Gbeen  writes  to  contradict  the  statement 
(C.  4-  D.,  March  12,  page  437)  that  the  transfer  of  his  busi- 
ness was  effected  by  Messrs.  Berdoe  &  Co. 

The  Aechimedean  Company  (James  Home),  Coventry, 
are  removing  to  69  Leam  Terrace  East,  Leamington,  which 
will  be  their  address  on  and  after  March  26. 

Me.  Robeet  Catto  Caedno,  chemist  and  druggist,  late 
of  Lothian  Road,  Edinburgh,  has  purchased  the  business  at 
546  Great  Northern  Road,  Woodside,  Aberdeen,  from  Mr. 
Alexander  Sim  Weir. 

Me.  J.  Sedgwick,  Central  Beach,  Blackpool,  has  given  up 
his  chemist's  business  and  transferred  his  prescriptions  to 
Mr.  J.  R.  Ashton,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Talbot  Square. 
Mr.  Sedgwick  has  taken  possession  of  the  Royal  Oak  Hotel, 
South  Shore. 

Me.  William  Droege  has  retired  from  the  firm  of  William 
Droege  &  Co ,  capsule-manufacturers,  14  Upper  Thames 
Street,  E  (".,  and  the  business  has  been  acquired  by  Messrs. 
Robert  Ferber  &  Co.,  who  will  carry  it  on  at  that  address 
with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Palethorpe. 
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pbotoarapbic  iRotcs. 

BY  A  PHARMACEUTICAL  CAMERIST. 


npHE  blight  weather  we  are  having,  combined  with  the  ex- 
X  ceptional  mildness  of  the  season,  has  brought  a  beginning 
to  the  photographic  trade,  and,  as  I  always  experience  a  rush 
just  before  Easter,  I  have  been  round  the  photographic 
houses  in  search  of  fresh  things  to  stock  to  be  ready  for  my 
customers.  My  first  call  was  at  Houghton's  (89  High  Hol- 
born,  W.C.).  a  house  I  always  find  handy  for  obtaining 
general  photographic  goods  from,  they  send  the  most  mis- 
cellaneously assorted  orders  with  great  promptness.  I 
examined  a  new  ^-plate  set, 

"  The  Victoe," 

and  have  decided  to  make  it  a  leading  line  this  year.  The 
set  is  well  made  and  includes  camera,  double  dark  slide, 


K.R.  lens,  Thornton-Pickard  shutter,  and  three-fold  stand,  and 
retails  at  3L  10s.  They  tell  me  that  although  it  has  only 
been  ready  a  few  weeks,  they  have  already  sold  over  a  hun- 
dred.   I  saw  here  also  a  new 

"  TUBULAR  "  CAMEBA-STAND, 

the  tubes  being  of  wood ;  the  form  of  the  stand  is  similar  to 
the  sliding  metal  ones,  which  are  sometimes  objected  to  on 
account  of  their  weight.  I  found  this  stand  light  and  rigid, 
and  not  expensive  (it  sells  at  8s.  6c/.).  There  was  a  good  line 
iu  albums  in  which  the  happy  idea  of  having  different  tinted 
pages,  so  that  a  page  may  be  selected  to  suit  a  particular 
photograph,  was  well  carried  out.  I  also  stocked  a  shutter 
which  should  suit  customers  not  wishing  to  spend  much  on 
this  article.  For  4s.  6il.  an  effective  time  and  instantaneous 
shutter  is  provided  iu 

The  "  Imperial. " 
It  is  mads  of  metal  and  is  actuated  by  a  pneumatic  release. 


People,  must  have  a  ball  to  press  or  the  shutter  wouldn't  be 


the  thing  nowadays.    1  have  been  trying  a  new  paper  called 
Yelox-paper, 

which  I  find  going  very  well  just  now.  It  is  obtained  from 
Griffin  &  Son  (22  Garrick  Street,  Covent  GardeD),  who  are 
agents  for  the  American  makers,  the  Nepera  Chemical 
Company,  N.Y.  It  is  a  bromide-paper,  but  has  the  advan- 
tage that  it  can  be  opened  by  gaslight  or  very  subdued 
daylight  with  impunity.  Some  exposures  I  made  to  an 
incandescent  electric  lamp  required  20  seconds'  exposure. 
The  developer  is  applied  by  means  of  a  tuft  of  cotton-wool, 
and  when  the  image  is  brought  out  enough  it  is  put  into  the 
fixing-bath.  They  supply  a  developer  in  powder-form,  a 
packet  or  tube  of  which  is  put  into  4  oz.  of  water  for  use.  I 
used  a  metol-quinol  developer  from  the  following  formula, 
which  answers  capitally  : — 

Metol   74  gr. 

Quiuol  30  gr. 

Potassium  bromide   ...     1  gr. 

Sodium  sulphite    240  gr. 

Sodium  carbonate    ...       ...       ...  400  gr. 

Water  10  oz 

Mix. 

There  are  four  varieties  of  this  paper — matt-surface,  glossy, 
special  glossy,  and  rough.  It  is  made  in  all  sizes,  7f-pl. 
packets  of  twelve  selling  for  6c/. 

Whilst  on  the  subject  of  printing-papers  I  ought  to 
mention 

Eastman's  Royal  Beomide-paper. 

I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  trying  it,  but  must  do 
so  and  see  if  it  is  possible  for  an  average  amateur  to  turn 
out  anything  near  the  fine  specimens  I  saw  at  the  Oxford 
Street  shop  the  other  day.  One  specimen,  a  portrait,  had 
a  peculiar  but  pleasing  grain  imparted  to  it  by  stretching  in 
front  of  the  negative  used  for  enlarging  a  piece  of  fine  silk 
bolting-cloth.  The  paper  has  a  surface  like  hand-made 
paper  and  an  india-tint.  It  can  be  toned  in  a  hypo-alum 
bath  if  it  is  desired  to  give  a  warmer  colour  to  the  print. 

I  noticed  a  roll-holder  for  using  in  cameras,  ordinarily 


adapted  for  glass  plates.  The  daylight-changing  system  is 
used,  similar  to  the  kodak  style,  now  pretty  familiar.  The 

Folding  Pocket- kodak, 
brought  out  at  the  end  of  last  year,  taking  a  3.^  x  1\  inch 
picture,  promises  to  be  as  successful  this  year  as  the  pocket- 
kodak  was  last,    rt'makes  when  folded  a  compact  package 
If  inch  in  thickness,  in  size  and  shape  like  a  luncheon- 


tin,  and  convenient  lor  slipping  in  the  coat  pocket,  or  the 
wallet  when  cycling. 
Some  of  my  customers  were  complaining  of  inability  to 
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get  enough  density  in  snapshot  plates,  which  has  led  me  to 
give  some  attention  to 

Meydexbauer's  System 

of  developing.  For  hand-camera  work  slow  develop- 
ment is  a  sine  qua  non ;  with  rapid  development  and 
undiluted  mixtures  satisfactory  results  cannot  be  obtained. 
When,  however,  a  weak  developer  is  used,  a  number 
of  plates — say,  six  or  more — -may  be  developed  simul- 
taneously in  a  large  dish,  and  time  saved.  In  the  Meyclen- 
bauer  method,  which  has  recently  come  into  use,  this 
principle  is  carried  to  perfection.  A  deep  dish  is  used,  in 
which  the  plates  are  placed  upright,  in  grooves  about  £  inch 
to  1  inch  apart,  leaving  a  clear  space  of  about  2  inches  at 
the  bottom,  so  that  the  developer  can  freely  circulate  all 
round  the  plates.  Such  a  dish  may  be  left  standing  for  a 
couple  of  hours,  and  when  a  light-tight  cover  is  provided, 
the  operator  may  leave  the  dark-room  at  his  pleasure,  to 
return  when  development  is  about  completed.  The  developer, 


■of  course,  should  be  very  much  diluted.  The  following  one 
is  especially  recommended  : — 

Pyro   4  gr. 

Sodium  sulphite      ...       ...       ...  30  gr. 

Sodium  carbonate   ...       ...       ...  16  gr. 

Potassium  bromide  ...       ...       ...  lg  gr. 

Potassium  carbonate         ...       ...  Ih  gr. 

Distilled  or  boiled  water    a  sufficiency 


These  quantities  are  sufficient  for  one  J-plate  or  its  equi- 
valent area.  For  six  A-plates  about  80  oz.  of  water  should 
be  used,  the  development  requiring  about  two  hours.  To 
shorten  development  the  plates  might  be  left  in  this  solution 
until  all  detail  is  out,  and  then  placed  in  a  developer  of 
ordinary  strength.  This  does  not  give  quite  as  good  results, 
but  when  time  is  a  consideration  it  will  be  found  a  very 
useful  method. 

By  the  way,  another  useful  method  of  developing  snap- 
shots is  to  put  them  first  in  a  pyro-potash  or  pyro-soda 
bath  to  bring  out  the  high  lights,  and  then  place  them  in  a 
metol  developer  until  all  detail  is  obtained.  I  have  in  this 
way  developed  a  good  many  plates  (not  only  snapshots)  with 
excellent  results. 

Dark-rooms. 

Inverness :  W.  J.  Bethune,  Queen's  Gate. 

[We  intend,  as  in  former  years,  publishing  lists  of  chemists 
who  are  adding  photographic  goods  to  -stock  or  fitting-up 
dark-rooms  for  the  use  of  customers.  The  list  was  begun  in 
the  1896  Diary  and  continued  in  the  C.  4-  D.  since  at 
intervals.  We  would  be  pleased  to  have  any  names  which 
•we  have  not  previously  published.] 


|H.|1.'s  an  %  |iljunnaqj  gill. 


MR.  SHORTHOUSE,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Midland  Phar- 
maceutical Association,  has  received  a  number  of  replies 
from  Midland  members  of  Parliament  in  answer  to  the  circu- 
lar addressed  to  them  a  few  weeks  ago  asking  their  support 
to  the  Pharmacy  Acts  Amendments  Bill.  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
through  his  secretary,  contents  himself  with  formally  acknow- 
ledging the  receipt  of  the  circular.  Sir  Alfred  Hickman, 
member  for  one  of  the  divisions  of  Wolverhampton,  says  : — 
"  It  appears  to  me  that  the  members  of  your  Society  are  the 
best  judges  as  to  the  government  of  and  admissions  to 
it,  and  I  am  therefore  prepared  to  give  the  most  favour- 
able consideration  to  any  legislation  proposed  by  it." 
Mr.  F.  A.  Newdigate,  M.P.,  in  his  letter,  says:— 
....  I  will  give  the  matter  my  best  attention 
and  consideration.  I  never  like  to  take  upon  myself  to  sup- 
port any  Bill  without  first  hearing  the  debate  thereon,  unless 
it  is  something  before  the  country  about  which  one  has 
already  made  up  one's  mind  on  one  side  or  the  other.  If,  as 
you  say,  the  Bill  is  a  non-contentious  one,  it  ought  to  get 
through  the  House  of  Commons  without  much  difficulty.  In 
any  case,  I  will  give  your  representations  my  best  considera- 
tion." Colonel  Victor  Milward,  M.P.,  acknowledges  receipt 
of  the  circular,  and  adds :  "  But  you  will  be  glad  to  hear  I 
have  been  well  approached  by  my  own  constituents  on  the 
subject."    Mr.  John    L.    Gibbons,    the  recently-elected 


member  for  South  Wolverhampton,  promises  to  give  the 
subject  his  careful  consideration;  and  Mr.  P.  A.  Muntz  says 
it  shall  have  his  "  careful  attention." 

Mr.  C.  A.  A.  Drucker,  M.P.,  writing  to  Mr.  E.  C.  Ashford, 
chemist,  Northampton,  in  reply  to  a  similar  appeal,  says  the 
Bill  "  will  have  my  strong  support." 


E>er0onaUtie0. 


Me.  Horace  T.  Brown,  F.R.S.,  the  cereal  chemist,  is 
to  get  the  LL.D.  degree  of  the  Edinburgh  University. 

Mr.  R.  Fearon  Brown,  chemist,  Cockermouth,  has  been 
appointed  an  overseer  by  the  Cockermouth  District  Council. 

Sir  George  King's  superintendentship  of  the  Royal 
Botanic  Gardens,  Calcutta,  terminated  on  February  28, 
when  Surgeon-Major  David  Prain,  M.B.,  CM.  (Aberdeen), 
L.R.C.S.E.,  took  up  the  appointment. 

The  personalty  of  the  late  Mr.  C.  Wheely  Lea,  of  Lea  & 
Perrins,  has  been  sworn  at  1,070,000/.,  and  the  realty  at 
29,000/.  The  estate  and  legacy  duties  on  the  bequeathed 
property  of  deceased  will  amount  to  over  100,000/. 

Mr.  V.  A.  Wills,  chemist,  Merthyr  Tydvil,  has  been 
elected  for  the  fifth  time  a  member  of  the  Merthyr  Tydvil 
School  Board.  Mr.  Wills  is  also  a  member  of  the  Urban  Dis- 
trict Council  and  Board  of  Guardians  of  Merthyr  Tydvil. 

The  late  Nurse  McDougall,  who  was  a  gold  medallist  at 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  who  distinguished  herself 
by  her  heroic  conduct  at  Bombay,  where  she  recently  died 
whilst  nursing  plague-stricken  patients,  was  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Alexander  McDougall,  founder  of  the  well-known  firm  of 
agricultural  chemists,  McDougall  Brothers,  Penrith.  Mr. 
McDougall,  who  is  88  years  of  age,  resides  at  Southport.  He 
has  received  a  letter  of  condolence  from  the  Queen. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen,  held  at  the 
Guildhall  on  Tuesday,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clifford  Probyn, 
J.P.,  citizen  and  patten-maker  (Hooper  &.  Co.,  chemists,  Pall 
Mall),  was  nominated  as  one  of  the  sheriffs  of  the  City  of 
Lonrion  for  next  year.  Mr.  Alderman  Vaugban-Morgan  (one 
of  the  proprietors  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist),  who 
stands  next  in  rotation  among  the  aldermen  for  the 
Shrievalty,  said  he  desired  to  take  the  opportunity  of  inti- 
mating that,  owing  to  the  state  of  his  health,  he  had  been 
very  reluctantly  obliged  to  stand  aside  for  a  year,  but  that 
Mr.  Alderman  Alliston  would  come  forward  in  his  place. 


Grat>e*flDark0  HpplieD  for. 


Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  must 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Chancery 
Lane,  W.C.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  jniblication. 


(From  the  "Trade  Maris  Journal;'  March  9,  1898.) 
Ace  of  clubs  device  ;  for  compressed  carbonic-acid  gas.    [By  the 
Carbonic-acid  Gas  Company,  Lea  Bridge  Road,  Clapton,  N.E. 
210,652. 

"  Abol  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  used  for  agricultural,  veterinary, 
and  sanitary  purposes.  By  E.  A.  "White  (Limited),  Beltring, 
Paddock,  Kent,  hop  and  fruit  growers.  210,626. 

"  Valneea  " ;  for  goods  in  Classes  1,  2,  4,  11,  42,  43,  44,  47,  and  48. 
By  the  Valnera  Company,  St.  George's  Crescent,  Liverpool, 
merchants.    211,348,  &c. 

"Fbam";  for  camera.  By  Watson  &  Sons,  313  High  Holborn, 
W.C.,  manufacturers  of  photographic  apparatus.  211,300. 

Label  with  words  "  a  la  Corbeille  Fleurie,"  and  facsimile  signa- 
ture ;  for  perfume.  By  Ed.  Pinaud,  37  Boulevard  de  Stras- 
bourg, Paris,  perfumer.  206,027. 


Good  for  Vermin-killers. — Dr.  William  H.  Burgess  says 
that  the  addition  of  bichromate  of  potassium  to  strychnine 
sulphate  does  not  affect  the  therapeutic  virtue  of  the  latter, 
but  causes  vomiting  if  an  overdose  be  taken.  The  amount 
of  potassium  salt  added  is  of  course  dependent  upon  the 
strength  of  the  strychnine  solution. — Bulletin  of  Pharmacy. 
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Notice  to  Betail  Buyers. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 
are  invariably  tJie  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without  charges. 

42  CANNON"  STREET,  E.C.,  March  17. 

CINCHONA  and  drug  sales  held  in  London  this  week 
lengthen  our  report  somewhat,  but  the  length  must  no* 
be  taken  as  a  measure  of  the  business-transactions,  which 
are  not  voluminous.  It  is,  however,  a  notable  fact  that  the 
clearance  of  heavy  and  valuable  staples  from  the  town  drug- 
warehouse  this  year  has  been  exceptionally  large,  nearly  4,000 
packages  having  been  sent  out  since  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  thus  indicating  that  good  private  business  is  being  done. 

The  more  important  value-changes  this  week  are  as 
under :— 


Higher 

Firmer 

Lower 

Acid,  tartaric 

Barium  carbonate 

Benzol 

Agar-agar 

Glycerine 

Cinchona 

Aloes  (Cape) 

Gum  arabic 

Colocynth 

Chrome  alum 

Honey 

Cubebs 

Cream  of  tartar 

In  sect -flowers 

Gamboge 

Oil,  cod-liver 

Senna 

Morphia 

Oil,  peppermint 
Wax,  bees' 

Sulphonal 

Nux  Vomica 

Tamarinds 

Orange  peel 
Vanilla 
Quicksilver 
Shellac 

The  cincbona-sales  are  reported  on  page  483,  the  drug 
sales  on  page  484,  and  in  a  separate  article  we  deal  with 
col-liver  oil,  which  is  getting  livelier. 


CABLEGRAMS. 

Bergen. — Our  own  correspondent's  cable  had  not  arrived 
up  to  the  moment  of  going  to  press,  but  we  hear  from 
several  agents  here  that  the  market  there  continues  to  be 
firm,  and  the  catch  has  fallen  off  this  week. 

*  *  *  * 

Hamburg,  Mirch  17.  11.33  A.m.  :— Camphor  has  declined 
to  238m.  per  100  kilos.,  Carnauba  wax  is  going  firmer,  agar- 
agar  is  280m.  per  100  kilos,  to-day,  and  worm-seed  39m." per 
100  kilos. 

***** 
New  York,  March  17,  2.32  p.m.  :— Opium  further  ad- 
vanced to  $3.05  to  £3.10  per  lb.  Tolu  balsam  lower — viz., 
3o:.  to  35c.  per  lb.  Spermaceti,  in  blocks,  is  slow  of  sale  at 
30c.  per  lb.  The  new  oil  of  sassafras  is  quoted  lower,  but 
there  is  no  change  in  the  root.  Californian  honey  is 
getting  into  a  strong  position,  and  not  less  than  8c.  to  9j. 
per  lb.  can  buy. 


As   a  supplement  to   our  note  of  last  week  we  quote 
the  following  from  the  O.,  P.  $•  B.  Reporter,  since  re- 
ceived : — "A  despatch   from   Iquique,  Chile, 
°  says  the  nitrate-producers  and  merchants  have 

agreed  to  boycott  W.  E.  Grace  &  Co.  if  that  firm  insists  upon 
putting  into  force  the  contract  for  the  purchase  of  iodine 
recently  made  with  Federico  Varela."  We  may  add  that  of 
the  total  shipments  of  nitrate  last  year  (23  441,905  quintals) 
Messrs.  W.  R.  Grace  &  Co.  handled  1,449,935  quintals,  and 
F.  Varela  47,700  quintals.  The  latter  is  one  of  the  smallest 
producers  of  nitrate  in  Chile. 


Vanilla  was  introduced  into  Zanzibar  by  Jack  Savey,  an 
old  sailor,  who  planted  the  vines  at  his  house  more  for 
Zanzib  decorative  purposes  than  anything  else;  but 
Vanillas'.  tDe  plants  have  done  so  well  that  Savey  has 
had  more  than  one  crop  of  good  vanillas  off 
them.    His  place  is  in  the  Mwera  Valley.    A  local  journal, 


referring  to  the  matter,  says  "  plantations  may  be  put 
down  with  the  reasonable  certainty  that  they  will  in  due 
course  come  to  flower  and  fruit  If  the  industry  were 
seriously  taken  up,  there  is  no  reason  why  Zanzibar  should 
not  in  time  become  a  large  exporting-country,  and  run  in 
harness  with  Reunion  and  Seychelles." 


Acid,  Citric. — A  quiet,  but  firm,  market  at  Is.  Q^d.  per  lb. 
on  the  spot  for  English  crystals.  Foreign  is  scarce  at  Is.  0\d. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  is  slightly  higher  to-day,  Is.  0f<2.  i>er  lb- 
now  beirjg  asked  for  foreign  crystal. 

Aniseed. — Best  Romagna  seed  is  offered  at  25s.  per  cwf 
c.i.f. 

Belladonna-root  is  in  small  supply,  and  41s.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f.,  has  been  paid  this  week  for  German ;  on  the  spot  43s. 
is  asked. 

BENZOIN. — The  quality  of  the  recent  arrivals  in  Amster- 
dam has  been  very  satisfactory,  partly  even  fine.  Hence 
the  parcels  that  have  been  put  on  the  market  find  ready 
buyers.  Twenty  boxes  fine  seconds  have  been  sold  at  a  con- 
siderable advance  on  the  estimate,  and  118  boxes  of  good 
seconds  at  full  prices — viz.,  from  75::.  to  853.  per  half-kilo. 

Camphor. — German  refiners  are  very  busy,  and  quote 
Is.  lfrf.  per  lb.  for  bells  and  Is.  2\d.  for  tablets  in  ton 
quantities,  and  proportionately  higher  for  smaller  lots. 

Codeine. — In  fair  demand,  at  lis.  6d.  per  oz.  for  the  pure 
in  quantity. 

Gelsbmium-root  is  reported  to  be  scarce  in  New  York,  at 
2\d.  per  lb.,  "  c.i.f." 

Gltcerine.— A  strong  market,  and  firmer.  Best  German 
double-distilled,  s.g.  1  260  quality,  in  tins  and  cases,  is  quoted 
at  51s.  to  52s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  or  50s.  for  contracts,  according  to 
holder.  English  is  obtainable  at  50s.  There  has  been  a 
good  demand  lately  for  glycerine  for  dynamite- purposes, 
and  English  distillers  may  raise  their  prices  to  the  level  of 
the  German  article. 

Insect-flowers  are  firmly  held.  The  stock  in  Trieste  is 
said  to  be  about  10  tons  ODly.  The  presentquotations  are: — 
Open  flowers,  65s. ;  half-open,  80s. ;  and  closed,  100s.  to 
120s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Jalap. — The  new  crop  is  not  yet  offered  in  London, 
importers  waiting  the  prospect  of  better  quality,  which  has 
arrived  in  New  York,  and  is  offered  here  at  b\d.,  c.i.f.  Old 
tuber  is  offered  at  6d.  to  6\d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Morphine  Salts  are  in  a  critical  position,  partly  owing 
to  the  disturbed  state  of  the  opium-market,  but  chiefly 
because  a  well-known  German  chemical-house  has  begun  to 
keep  stock  in  London,  and  offers  the  hydrochlorate  at  4s.  Hd. 
per  oz.,  or  2d.  below  the  common  quotation  for  wholesale 
quantities  by  British  makers.  The  latter,  however,  are 
accustomed  to  quote  4s.  3d.  per  oz.  for  exceptionally  large 
quantities,  and  to  shade  that  low  price  when  circumstances 
allow.  They  are  doing  so  now,  and  so  long  as  morphia  is 
largely  exported  from  Leith  and  London  to  Germany  the 
British  makers  will  control  the  market. 

Oil,  Bergamot,  is  steady,  at  8s.  4d.  to  8s.  8d.  per  lb., 
f.o.b.,  according  to  holder,  for  guaranteed  oil.  In  one 
quarter  the  high  figure  of  9s.  6d.  is  asked  for  a  well-known 
brand,  but  it  is  not  possible  to  do  business  at  that  figure. 

Oil,  Cajuput. — The  parcel  of  750  bottles  referred  to  last 
week  as  offered  in  Amsterdam  is  still  on  hand,  the  minimum' 
price  asked  being  2  5011.  per  bottle  (equal  to  about  4s.  2d.) 
The  owners  are  now  anxious  to  take  bids  at  lower  prices. 

Oil,  Lemon. — The  easier  tendency  noted  last  week  is  still 
apparent,  and  good  oil  is  offered  at  3s.  to  3s.  6d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b., 
according  to  brand,  or  at  4s.  on  the  spot. 

Oil,  Orange. — Quiet  and  unchanged,  at  8s.  to  8s.  2d.  per 
lb.,  f.o.b.,  according  to  holder. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — There  has  been  a  better  demand  for 
HGH  this  week,  and  fair  sales  have  been  made  at  5s.  6d. 
to  5s.  l\d.  on  the  spot,  and  at  5s.  9d.  for  arrival.  Wayne 
County  is  also  firmer,  at  3s.  6d.  to  3s.  9d.  on  the  spot. 
Business  has  been  done  this  week  in  Japanese  dementholised, 
oil  at  from  2s.  10hd.  to  3s.  Id.  per  lb.,  but  nothing  more  is 
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now  to  be  had  at  the  former  figure.  Higher  prices  are  asked 
in  Japan.  Forty-per-cent.  oil  is  steady,  at  4s.  9d.  on  the 
spot. 

Oil,  Stab-anise,  is  quiet,  at  7s.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  or 
6s.  8d.,  c.i.f. 

Opium. — The  London  market  has  not  sensibly  responded 
to  the  higher  prices  asked  in  Turkey,  because  no  business  of 
any  importance  has  been  done.  Some  dealers  quote  3d.  to 
Gd.  higher  on  the  spot,  according  to  grade,  and,  although 
these  quotations  do  not  rule,  it  is  anticipated  that  it  will  not 
be  long  before  they  do.  A  few  cases  of  fine  Persian  are 
reported  to  have  changed  hands  at  10s.  per  lb.  Our  last 
letter  advice  from  Smyrna  is  dated  March  5.  Since  then  the 
market  has  quite  changed,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  quote 
from  it  that  "  the  large  holders  had  decided  not  to  discuss 
business  until  they  have  been  more  or  less  informed  of  the 
yield  of  the  next  crop,  which  is  likely  to  be  under  5.000 
cases.  The  arrivals  up  to  date  are  3,390  cases,  against  2,237 
at  the  same  period  of  1897." 

Phenacbtin. — For  good  makes  3s.  9i.  per]  lb.  is  asked, 
though  this  price  may  be  shaded  for  quantities. 

Phenazone. — The  demand  has  slackened  down  to  nil.  No 
change  in  the  quotation. 

Podophyllum-eoot. — Good  autumn  dry  U.S.  root  is 
quoted  Zf d.  per  lb.,  "  c.i.f." 

Quicksilvee  has  an  easier  tendency  in  second-hand,  it 
now  being  possible  to  buy  at  11.  Is.  Gd.  to  11.  2s.  per  bottle. 
The  first-hand  price  is  unchanged  at  11.  2s.  Gd.  It  is  stated 
that  the  production  of  the  metal  in  the  United  States  this 
year  will  be  above  the  average — 30,000  bottles. 

Quinine. — Little  business  is  passing.  The  quotations 
remain  at  11^.  per  oz.  for  German  sulphate  in  first-hand  and 
lQd.  in  second. 

Seed. — The  demand  for  Fenugreek  this  season  has  been 
larger  than  the  supply,  every  parcel  arriving  having  been 
taken  up  promptly,  and  the  stocks  now  existing  are  smaller 
than  ever  known  before.  Fine  Morocco  seed  is  selling  at 
about  12/.  to  12/.  10s.  per  ton,  and  Mediterranean  seed  at 
about  11/.  10s.  per  ton  ex  warehouse  London. 

Shellac. — At  the  periodical  auctions  on  Tuesday,  982 
cases  offered  and  300  sold  at  a  decline  of  2s.  per  cwt.  for  fair 
orange  and  AC  garnet.  Button  sold  at  about  previous  rates. 
The  following  prices  were  paid : — Second  orange,  ordinary 
blocky  red,  58s.  to  59s.;  ordinary  red  broken  flat,  60*.;  blocky, 
60s.  to  61s. ;  fair  reddish  cakey,  61s.  ;  good  free,  61s.  to  63s. 
Garnet :  fair  flat  free  AC,  73s.  Button :  good  thirds,  58s.  to 
59s. ;  fair  seconds,  68s. ;  and  fine  firsts,  82s.  Gd.  per  cwt. 

Silvee  Niteate  is  steady  at  Is.  bd.  per  oz.  for  crystals, 
and  less  in  quantity. 

Spices  have  been  a  dull  market  and  in  the  absence  of 
demand  prices  of  most  articles  have  declined.  Cochin  Ginger 
was  2s.  to  3s.  per  cwt.  lower  last  week,  and  at  Wednesday's 
auctions  there  was  a  further  fall  in  price  of  about  Is.  per  cwt. ; 
middling  to  fair  small  washed  rough  sold  at  23s.  Gd.  to 
25s.  6d  ;  bright  boldish  at  27s.  Gd.  per  cwt.  Japan  also 
lower,  200  bags  good  fair  rough  limed  sold  without  reserve 
at  16s.  Gd.  per  cwt.  The  arrival  price  is  18s.  c.i.f.  terms. 
Jamaica  sold  fairly  well,  most  of  the  570  barrels  offered 
found  buyers  at  64s.  to  68s.  Gd.  for  Khatoon,  and  at  71s.  Gd. 
to  83s.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary  bean  to  fair  dull  washed. 
Nutmegs  dull  of  sale.  Mace  easier,  middling  red  sold  at 
Is.  Id.  per  lb.  Zanzibar  Cloves  have  been  depressed,  and  close 
at  3\d.  per  lb.  for  June- August  delivery.  At  auction  fail- 
quality  sold  at  3}d.,  and  dark  at  3$d.  per  lb.  Black  Pepper 
quiet,  Singapore  sold  at  ^~d.  per  lb.  for  February-March 
shipment.  White  Pepper  dull,  Penang  was  bought  in  at  Gld. 
per  lb.  Pimento  slow  of  sale  at  $\d.  to  H^d.  per  lb.  for 
ordinary  to  fair.  Chillies  were  bought  in,  with  the  exception 
of  some  sea-damaged  Japan. 

Sulphonal  is  still  scarce.  One  manufacturer,  however,  is 
willing  to  go  on  at  the  old  price  of  7s.  3d.  for  101b.  lots ;  the 
others  appear  to  have  withdrawn  their  quotations  for  the  time 
being,  and  8s.  is  talked  of  as  a  likely  figure.  A  few  weeks 
ago  the  manufacturers  had  a  consultation  regarding  the 
future  of  the  article,  but  no  definite  decision  as  to  the  price 
was  arrived  at,  and  the  higher  tendency  is  entirely  due  to 
the  fact  that  dealers  find  difficulty  in  getting  supplies. 


COD-LIVER  OIL. 


C  eneral. 


Bergen. 


The  position  of  cod-liver  oil  is  rapidly  acquiring  interest, 
and  is  not  altogether  devoid  of  anxiety.  Subjoined  we  give 
three  Norwegian  reports,  and  allow  these  to 
speak  for  themselves.  The  fact  that  they  are 
from  different  quarters,  tha.  each  is  from  a  reliable  source, 
and  that  they  are  largely  corroborative  gives  them  value  ; 
but  our  own  interpretation  of  the  results  is  that,  barring  the 
first  week  or  two.  the  fishing  this  year  is  better  than  last 
year's. 

Our  special  correspondent  at  Bergen,  writing  last  Satur- 
day, states  that  in  the  Lofotens,  where  no  one  questioned 
that  the  chief  fishing  of  this  season  was  to  be, 
it  is  unfortunately  the  case  that  so  far  the 
fishing  has  not  made  the  expected  progress,  and.  unless  an 
unforeseen  augmentation  of  the  catch  takes  place  before 
April,  the  result  as  a  whole  in  the  Lofotens  will  be  below 
the  average.  Although  the  difference  in  the  actual  yield  of 
oil  so  far  is  not  extremely  small,  that  is  because  of  the  richer 
fishings  in  the  more  southern  districts,  which  were  favoured 
by  fair  weather.  The  quality  of  the  livers  is  undoubtedly 
above  the  average,  but  it  cannot  be  estimated  higher  than 
350  to  450  per  hectolitre.  The  price  of  the  best  Lofoten 
non-congealing  oil  remains  unaltered — say,  65s.  per  barrel, 
f.o.b.  terms,  'lhe  exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  have  been 
1,594  barrels,  against  901  barrels  at  the  corresponding  period 
last  year.  The  Bergen  merchants  are  shy  at  quotations  this 
week,  and  most  of  them  who  have  been  quoting  in  the 
n  eighbourbocd  of  65s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  have  advanced  their 
prices  by  about  5s.  per  barrel.  -J 
A  Tromsoe  dealer  sends  us  his  report,  dated  March  4,  from 
which  we  copy  the  above  diagram,  showing  the  production 
Tromsoe.  °^  c°d-liver  oil  at  Lofoten  in  each  season  since 
1887.  The  figures  at  the  left  side  represent 
hectolitres  (=  22  gallons).  The  diagram  shows  the  average 
production  to  be  ^ 

13,684  hectolitres  crude  1  *' 
Average  up  to  March  1  ...  2,324  (against  present  year  600)  "  j 
Average  during  March    ...      9,000  (or  two-thirds  of  the  whole  '•' 

season) 

Average  after  March  31  ...  2,360 
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It  further  shows  that  in  1891  the  total  production  reached 
one  of  the  largest  figures,  in  spite  of  February  only  yielding 
an  insignificant  quantity,  the  production  in  the  month  of 
March  amounting  to  13,900  hectolitres,  or  more  than  the 
whole  Lofoten  average.  But  then  fish  were  plentiful ;  now 
the  schools  appear  to  be  both  small  and  scarce.  Fine 
weather  has  now  set  in,  but  this  has  not,  as  was  generally 
expected,  been  followed  by  an  improved  catch.  In  conse- 
quence there  are  no  signs  of  the  market  becoming  easier. 
Holders  do  not  care  to  sell  at  all,  and  quotations  vary 
around  70s. 

Official  The  offi  -'i^  figures  of  the  yield  of  oil  up  to 

Figuies.      March  12  have  been  received,  and  are  as 
follows : — 


1898 
Hectol. 
3,368 


1897 

Hectol. 
6,270 


1896 
Hectol. 
2,090 


1835 
Hectol. 
6,467 


1894 
Hectol. 
5,360 


1893 
Hectol. 
12,845 


Our  cablegram  of  last  week  gives  the  jield  of  oil  up  to 
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March  10— viz.,  4,300  barrels.  It  is  interesting  to  contrast 
the  week-to-week  results  this  year  and  last,  as  recorded  in 
our  cablegrams  : — 


Feb.  17 

Feb.  f'» 

March 

March  10 

1897 

1898   

Barrels 
2,685 
333 

Barrels 
3,540 
1,700 

Barrels 
4,627 
2,160 

Barrels 
6,350 
4,300 

These  figures  show  that  since  February  17  the  results  have 
been  better  than  last  year's;  it  is  the  poor  fishing  up  to 
February  17  which  makes  the  total  poorer  by  contrast. 
Since  then,  in  each  of  the  weeks  up  to  date,  the  yields  of  oil 
have  been  : — ■ 

Feb.  24  March  3  March  10 

Barrels  Barrels  Barrels 

1897   855         ...         1,087         ...  724 

1898   1,367         ...  460         ...  2,140 

These  results  do  not  justify  pessimistic  views  regarding 
the  fishiDg ;  nevertheless,  the  London  market  has  been 
distinctly  firmer  this  week,  mainly  owing  to 
Xondon.  the  belief  that  the  stocks  of  old  oil  have 
shrunk  considerably,  and  the  comparative  absence  of  buyers 
just  now  favours  the  expectation  of  large  purchases  in  the 
autumn.  Business  is  reported  to  have  been  done  this  week 
at  77s.  6d.  to  80s.  for  leading  brands,  and  holders  do  not 
care  to  sell  in  quantity.  In  another  quarter  70s.  is  asked, 
and  an  order  has  been  cabled  from  this  side  at  67s.,  but  it 
is  not  likely  to  be  accepted,  and  70s.  may  be  taken  as  the 
lowest  London  quotation,  i.e ,  5s.  dearer. 


CINCHONA. 


Before  the  commencement  of  the  sales  on  Tuesday  Mr. 
David  Howard,  speaking  as  a  manufacturer,  drew  the  atten- 
tion of  the  buyers  to  what  he  considered  a 
Classifica-  f]efect  -m  the  classification  of  barks  as  regards 
the  term  "slightly  country-damaged."  As 
matters  stood  now  the  question  of  damage  was  a  confusing 
one,  he  said.  It  ought  to  be  clearly  understood  and  adhered 
to  that  a  slight  discolouration  of  manufacturing  bark,  such  as 
principally  arose  through  defective  collection,  should  not  be 
classed  as  "  country-damaged"  unless  the  bark  was  musty  or 
damp.  "  Sea-damaged  "  should  remain  as  at  present.  Also 
slightly  musty  bark  should  not  be  classed  as  "country- 
damaged."  Another  point  was,  Would  the  druggists  be 
prepared  to  allow  any  such  licence  ?  Mr.  Woodhouse  sug- 
gested that  Mr.  Howard  should  submit  his  proposals  in  the 
form  of  a  motion  at  the  next  sales,  and  this  he  agreed  to  do. 
Mr.  Howard  also  complained  that  the  August  bark-sales  in 
London  followed  very  closely  on  the  Amsterdam  sales,  and  it 
was  a  great  strain  to  analyse  two  lots  of  samples  in  so  short 
a  time.    The  whole  matter  will  come  up  a  month  hence. 

The  auctions  were  then  proceeded  with,  the  tone  being 
better  than  a  month  ago,  and  buying  fairly  good,  especially 
for  the  American  market  and  druggists. 
Altogether  there  were  eleven  catalogues, 
which  included  2,826  packages  of  bark,  divided 
as  follows  : — 


lower 
Prices. 


Packages 
offered 

Packages 
sold 

East  Indian  cinchona...   

Java  cinchona ... 

Ceylon  cinchona 

South  American  cinchona  ... 

African  cinchona 

2,335 
240 
105 
89 
57 

1,641 
43 
105 
26 

5 

2,826 

1,820 

decline.  The  principal  buyers  in  order  of  the  quantities  of 
bark  purchased  ty  them  were  as  follows  :— 


Aeents  for  the  American  and  Italian  factories  ... 

Agents  for  the  Brunswick  factory  

Messrs.  Howards  cfc  Sons    ••• 

A-ents  for  the  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  works  ... 

Agents  for  the  Imperial  Quinine  factory  

Agents  for  the  Auerbach  factory  ...  -  ••• 
Agents    for  the    Mannheim   and  Amsterdam 

factories   

Druggists,  &c  " 


Lbs. 
121,683 
72,592 
43,010 
30,085 
24,750 
23,128 

16,921 
108,450 


Total  quantity  sold 
Bou"ht  in  or  withdrawn 


...  440,619 
...  213,534 


Total  quantity  of  bark  offered  -  654,153 

The  following  prices  were  realised  -.-Java  ledger  stem 
Jn«  W  to^d  per  lb. ;  South  American,  Bolivian  cultivated 
CalLava  quml td. To 5|rf  i  25  bales  Cartagena,  4  bales  Pitayo, 
ani  29  MaracSo  were  bought  in.    Fives  bales  of  Afrwan 
ana  <s»  m«w  Succirubra,  natural  stem  chips,  2\d  , 

So  good  reSd  shaving.  <**  ;  hybrid  root , ,2U  to4 £ ; 
East  Indian,  natural  red.  chips  an     s ton    •  ^  S 

"/own  chips,  lU  to  l|f ;  medium *» 


2^  Tn'thV  to'-day"  are"  reported  under  that 

section  ^e  a"  rivals  this  week  include  1,724  packages  from 
Calicut  and  342  from  Beypore. 

The  Dutch  Indian  Government  report  on  the  Java  ™<*0™- 
nHntations  for  1897  has  just  been  issued.  A  good  part  of  the 
plantations  tor  »      ^  tQ  consideration  of  the 

Java  influence  of  mossing  and  different  methods  of 

Cinchona.  culture  upon  the  quinine  value  of  the  bar* 
TWino-  1897  152  000  seedlings  were  planted- viz.,  <U*VW 
iSianas  77,000  Succirubras,  and  40,000  hybrids  of  these 
Species  The  total  number  of  trees  in  the  plantations  at 
Sesent  is  2749,570,  consisting  of  1,718,495  Ledgenanas, 
flOfi  sS  Succi  ubras  476,846  hybrids  of  these  two  species, 
^^MWHdSS  We  have  also  to  notethat  the  Dutch 
Indian  GovemmTn '  has  issued  a  decree,  stating  as  a  pre- 
■Sy  TSe  for  the  conversion  of  Government 
cinchona-plantations  in  the  Preanger  residence  of  Ja ,va ,  to  a 
m  re  experimental  station  it  has  been  decided  gradually  to 
unroot Tos^ Mparts  of  the  plantations  which  it  is  the  intention 

ratndonePThe  post  ■f-^^^^&SK 
™ent  cinchona-plantations  is  abolished,  and  until  the  reiorms 
ETiSctK  the  Government  undertaking  to  an  experi- 

SJSfSffi  -e  complete,  f^^^'StSS.^ 
official  botanist  at  a  salary  equal  to  5007.,  580/.,  ana  oiut.  its 
year  respectively,  with  free  house. 

Should  South  America  ever  regain  the  position  she  once 

held  in  the  supply  of  cinchona  to  Europe  depends  upon 
held  m  the  supp  y^  ^  ^  ^  abie  tQ  h    nch  t 

Brazil  bark,  and  secure  cheap  transit  and  labour,  in 
Cinchona.  ^  connection  we  notice  some  progress  in  the 
first  requirement,  the  cinchona-plantations  in  Brazil  having 
put  into  the  ground  close  upon  half  a  million  Ledgenana 
seedlings,  and  20,000  seedlings  of  hybrid  cinchona.  Ihe 
plantations  are  under  Government  supervision,  and  the 
fmmediate  intention  of  them  is  to  provide  an  adequate  supply 
of  quinine-yielding  bark  for  home  use.  It  is  not  inconceivable 
Sat  in  course  of  time  sufficient  bark  may  be  produced 
to  permit  of  exportation. 


The  bulk  of  the  offerings  sold  at  a  decline  of  ^d.  to  \d. 
per  lb.,  the  unit   being  generally  \d.  to  Id.—  a  sensible 


DRUG=AUCTIONS    IN  LONDON. 

THE  goods  offered  this  week  were  somewhat  better  varied, 
1  and  on  the  whole  of  better  quality,  than  a  fortnight  ago. 
Vanillas  (not  mentioned  in  the  subjoined  table)  were  sold 
first,  and  occupied  the  time  up  to  12  15  p.m.,  when  the  six- 
teen catalogues  of  drugs  came  on.     The  following  are  the 
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articles  which  were  offered  and  sold  publicly.    The  fi 
refer  to  packages  of  all  descriptions,  except  in  the  cas 
quinine,  which  represents  100-oz.  tins  :  — 


Offered  Sold 


Aconite  

Aloes  (Cape) 
(Curacao) 
.    (Soc.) ...... 

Ambergris... 
Aniseed,  star 


9 
29 
76 
78 

4 
20 


Annatto  seed    25  . 

Antimony   32  . 

Argol,  Cape    57  . 

Balsam  copaiba  ...  15  . 

Peru    2  . 

Tolu    27  . 

Benzoin   272  . 

Buchu    14  . 

Calumba   25  . 

Canary  seed   40  . 

Cardamoms   266  . 

Cascarilla   48  . 

Cascara  sagrada  ...  60  , 

Castor-seed    2 

Cinchona    125 

Civet  (horn)    1 

Coca-leaves    43 

Colocynth   40 

Coriand-er-seed   245 

Cowhage   1 

Croton-seed    21 

Cubebs    205 

Cumin-seed    70 

Cuttlefish  bone   ...  26 

Dragon's  blood   ...  8 

Ergot  of  rye   59 

Gamboge    68 

Gentian-root   10 

Guaiacum  resin  ...  9 

Gum  arabic   83 

euphorbium   2 

olibanum    20 

sandarac    2 

Honey    477 

Ipecacuanha  (Cart.)  44 

(Bio)    52 

Kino    7 


0 
15 
6 
10 
0 
0 
0 
0 
32 
9 
0 
0 

63 
6 

10 
0 
172 

23 
0 
2 

37 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
9 

50 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 

121 
,  6 
2 

,  0 


Offered 

Kola  nuts   21  .. 

Lime-juice    21  .. 

Liquorice-root   10  .. 

Mastic    2  .. 

Menthol    2  .. 

Musk   11 

Myrrh    49  .. 

Nux  vomica    59  .. 

Oil,  bay   1  .. 

cajuput   1 

camphor    21  .. 

cassia         ,   10  .. 

castor   164  .. 

cinnamon    7  .. 

citronella    5  .. 

cod-liver    37  .. 

eucalyptus    6  .. 

lemon   7  .. 

lemongrass    6  . 

rose  (Bombay) ...  11  .. 

Orange-peel   30 

Orris  (Verona)   30  . 

Patchouli    38  . 

Pistachio  nuts   2  .. 

Podophyllin  resin  10  .. 

Quinine  sulphate...  276  . 

Rhatany    12  .. 

Rhubarb    158  . 

Saffron    14  . 

Sarsaparilla   84  . 

Scammony  root  ...  20  . 

Senega-root    18  . 

Senna   175  . 

Squills    13  . 

Stavesacre   14  . 

Strophantkus  seed  3  . 

Sumac    150  . 

Tamarinds    22  . 

Tonka  beans    2  . 

Tragacanth    11  . 

Wax  (bees')   179  . 

(Japan)    40  . 


ures 

e  of 

Sold 

.  0 

.  10 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  14 

.  18 

.  0 

.  0 

.  21 

.  0 

.  14 

.  0 

.  5 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  1 

.  5 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  12 

.  35 

.  0 

.  49 

.  0 

.  0 

.  152 

.  2 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  22 

.  0 
0 

.  38 

.  0 


Aloes. —  Cape  is  dearer,  as  very  little  of  the  stuff  remains 
in  London.  The  sales  were  : — Dull  brown,  16s.  per  cwt. ;  fair 
hard  glassy,  slightly  overheated,  19s.  and  19s.  6d. ;  good 
bright  and  hard  glassy,  21s.  Curasao  aloes  was  not  in 
demand ;  good  seconds,  glassy  fracture,  sold  at  25s.,  and  low 
dull  at  14s.  Socotrine :  lis.  6d.  was  refused  for  semi- 
solid brown,  but  78s.  bought  a  lot  of  common,  almost  hard, 
dark  brown  in  barrels. 

Aegol. — Fair  Cape  sold  at  from  48s.  6d.  to  50s.  per  cwt. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Exceptionally  limpid  balsam  almost 
destitute  of  resin  sold  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  8^.  per  lb.,  at  which 
price  unworked  thick  Cartagena  also  sold.  Fair  Maranham 
was  taken  out  at  2s.  2d.,  and  filtered  Maracaibo  at  Is.  9d. 
The  New  York  market  is  bare  of  these,  and  Para  is  offered 
at  Is.  8hd.  to  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

Balsam  Peeu. — No  bid ;  for  good  brown  thickish  balsam 
8s.  3d.  per  lb.  is  asked. 

Balsam  Tolu  is  scarce  and  inquired  for.  At  auction  to- 
day one  parcel  of  27  cases  fair  flavour  of  dull  brown  colour 
was  held  for  2s.  4<2.  per  lb.,  and  at  2s.  Id.  for  drossy. 
Privately  Is.  Id.  c.i.f.  is  asked,  and  from  2s.  2d.  to  2s.  3d.  on 
the  spot. 

Benzoin. — Some  new  Sumatra  was  offered,  part  of  which 
was  of  better  quality  than  has  been  seen  lately,  and  it  sold 
well  at  firmer  prices.  Common  bright  Palembang  gum  sold 
at  36s.  per  cwt.  Bids  of  65s.  and  70s.  for  poor  dull  Penang 
were  refused.  Siam  was  not  wanted  at  the  prices  asked,  and 
comprised  recent  parcels.  Of  Sumatra  the  best,  a  gum 
composed  chiefly  of  white  almonds  embedded  in  brown 
resin,  sold  at  101.  and  good  seconds,  fair  almond  character, 
slightly  false-packed  edges,  brought  11.  17s.  6d.,  while  the 
gums  with  more  false  packing  sold  at  11.  5s.  to  11.  10s. 

Buchu.— Six  bales  of  good  bright  round'leaf,  part  stalky, 
sold  at  H%d.  to  4id.  per  lb.  Fourteen  packages  have  bsen 
landed  in  London  this  week. 


Calumba. — Firm.  Ten  bags  of  rough  bold  and  woody 
sold  at  45s.  per  cwt.  Another  lot  of  pale  and  part  wormy 
is  held  for  55s. 

Cardamoms  were  in  moderate  supply,  and,  considering 
that  the  quality  was  slightly  inferior  to  the  last,  the  prices 
obtained  were  as  good.  Ceylon-Malabar  partly  sold  at 
2s.  3d.  for  good  medium  lean.  Ceylon-Mysore  :  Fair  bold 
plump  white.  4s.  to  4s.  Id. ;  good  medium  ditto,  3s.  3d.  to 
3s.  Qd.  ;  small  to  medium  longs,  3s.  Id.  to  3s.  4rf. ;  pickings 
and  splits,  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  lOd. ;  small  to  medium  brown,  3s.  Id. 
to  3s.  2d. ;  and  seeds  sold  at  3s.  to  3s.  2d.  for  grey,  and  3s.  2d. 
for  brown.  Ceylon  advices,  dated  February  16,  state  that  a 
fair  business  had  been  done  during  the  week  at  1.75r.  to 
2.25r.  for  Mysore,  and  1.30r.  to  1.40r.  for  Malabar. 

Cascara  Sageada. — A  parcel  of  60  bags  fair  bold  bark, 
imported  February,  1898,  was  held  at  22s.,  a  bid  of  18s.  6d. 
being  refused. 

Cascarilla  partly  sold  at  46$.  per  cwt.  for  fine  bold 
quill.    A  bid  of  34s.  6d.  for  small  to  medium  was  refused. 

Castob-seed. — Small  sound  seed  sold  at  4s.  per  cwt. 

Cinchona. — Bold  mossy  S.A.  crown  quill  sold  at  9d. ; 
small  to  medium  thin  quill  at  5^.  to  6d  Some  rather  bold 
slightly  mossy  South  American  crown  bark  sold  at  Is.  Id. 

Colocynth. — For  small  dull  apple  9d.  was  bid,  but  not 
entertained.  Privately  the  market  is  quiet,  with  moderate 
stocks.  From  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  3d.  is  asked,  according  to  quality. 
Sales  of  fair  Turkey  apple  have  been  made  recently  at  Is. 
for  forward  delivery. 

Ceoton-seed. — Good  bright  sold  at  54s.  per  cwt. 

Cubebs  lower.  Although  37s.  Qd.  is  mentioned  as  the 
price  of  good  sifted  fruit,  which  was  selling  three  months 
ago  at  about  10s.  more,  only  27s.  Qd.  could  be  obtained  to- 
day for  bold  grey  seed  sold  "  without  reserve." 

Cumin-seed. — Good  bold  Maltese  seed  sold  at  25s.  per 
cwt.    For  Syrian  22s.  is  wanted. 

Cuttle-fish  Bone.— A  bid  of  per  lb.  was  refused 
for  small  white  ovals. 

DeAGON's-blood. — Fine  quality  is  still  very  scarce  and 
sought  after.  Nothing  was  sold  in  auction,  2  parcels  of 
fair  seconds  in  reeds  being  limited  at  91.  per  cwt. 

Ergot. — Italian,  Russian,  and  Spanish  were  offered,  but 
there  was  no  bidding. 

Gamboge  lower.  For  fair  bright  clean  pipe  31.  10s.  per 
cwt.  is  wanted.  Blocky  picking's  of  dark  and  poor  fracture 
sold  cheaply  at  61.  Is.  6d.  to  6/.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Gentian-root. — Fair  continental  root  is  offered  at  21s. 
to  22s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot,  or  at  19s.  f.o.b.  Practically 
there  is  no  fine  root  to  be  had.  The  York,  from  Bordeaux, 
has  brought  30  bales. 

Guaiacum.— Fair  to  good  quality  is  in  small  supply, 
though  there  is  plenty  of  ordinary  grades  to  be  had.  Nine 
packages  of  this  character  were  offered  to-day,  of  which  four 
sold  at  6%d.  for  low  blocky  gum,  and  at  Qd.  for  low  blocky 
and  crumbly. 

Gum  Arabic. — Amradis  in  small1  supply,  and  held  at  from 
30s.  to  35s.  per  cwt.  nominally.  Ghezirah  is  also  firmly  held 
at  about  40s.  ;  little  is  available.  A  small  business  has  been 
done  in  picked  Trieste  gum  at  steady  prices ;  from  61.  to 
13Z.  10s.  is  asked,  according  to  quality.  The  offerings  in 
auction  were  exceedingly  miscellaneous,  but  there  was  no 
attempt  to  buy. 

Gum  Euphorbium.— A  weevily  lot  of  Mogador  came  up, 
but  retired  at  12s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Olibanum.— A  parcel  of  good  sittings  is  offered  at 
17s.  per  cwt. 

Honey.— In  large  supply,  but  Californian  was  the  only 
kind  to  sell— viz.,  half-syrupy,  half-candied,  at  25s.  per 
cwt.,  and  four-fifths  syrupy,  the  rest  candied,  at  29s.  to  32s. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  Danube,  from  Monte  Video,  has 
brought  19  packages  of  Rio.  Holders  were  a  little  easier  in 
auction,  and  Cartagena  was  parted  with  at  slightly  lower 
prices — viz.,  5s.  3d.  to  5s.  9d.— for  medium  bold,  slightly 
vurey,  offered,  however,  without  reserve.    Only  2  bales  of 
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Rio  sold,  8s.  ]}2c  lb.  being  taken  where  8j.  61.  was  wantel  a 
month  ago. 

Lime-juice. — Dull  West  Indian  realised  9kd.  per  gal. 

Liquorice-koot. — Good  French  decorticated  root  is 
obtainable  at  from  42<  to  44.9.  per  cwt.,  and  at  32s.  to  3d;. 
for  common  quality.    No  sale  in  auction. 

Menthol  — Privately  business  has  been  done  this  week  at 
7s.  to  7s.  3d.  per  lb.,  on  the  spot.  Good  dry  was  held  in  sale 
for  7s.  per  lb.,  the  buying  price. 

Myrhh. — Neglected.  A  parcel  of  dull  bold  gum  sold  at 
auction  at  40s.,  and  the  same  price  was  asked  for  dark  sorts. 
One  case  of  sif tings  sold  at  15s.  Small  dusty  sittings 
realised  20s. 

Nux  Vomica.— Eighteen  bags  of  small  dull  sold  cheanlv 
at  6s.  per  cwt.  The  arrivals  this  week  amount  to  about  700 
packages. 

Oil,  Camphor.— Good  water-white  Japanese  sold  without 
reserve  at  24s.  to  30s.  per  cwt. 

Oil,  Castor. — Fourteen  cases  of  E.I  good  firsts  sold  at  4^. 
per  lb.  A  parcel  of  125  cases  was  limited  at  t\hd.  for  firsts 
and  3$d.  for  bright  seconds.  Best  medicinal  Italian  oil  in 
cases  is  offered  at  36s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Citroxella.— The  parcel  offered  was  sold  privately; 
the  price  did  not  transpire. 

Oil.  Cod  liver— Ten  barrels  of  1897  and  12  of  1898  oil 
were  sold  privately  before  the  auction  at  current  values. 

Oil,  Rose  (Bombay).— One  bottle  of  settlings  sold  at  \d. 
per  oz. 

Orange-peel  — Fair  bright  sold  at  6d.  per  lb.,  and  good 
bright  at  7^.  One  broker  withdrew  his  offerings,  as  he 
would  not  accept  the  low  prices  ruling. 

Orris-root  — For  fair  clean  Verona,  26s.  was  refused  in 
auction  :  30s.  is  the  price. 

Patchouli.— Fourpence  a  pound  is  wanted  for  slight 
country-damaged. 

Rhatany-root. — A.  parcel  of  bright  chumpy  Peruvian 
sold  at  b\d.  per  lb. 

Rhubarb  —Unchanged.  The  large  offerings  included  a 
few  cases  of  very  old  stock,  but  what  was  sold  was  good 
on  the  whole.  Canton  is  scarce  ;  bold  flat,  of  fair  fracture, 
sold  at  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  2\d. ;  pickings  went  at  Is. ;  high-dried  was 
mostly  of  a  rough  character,  and  sold  at  W\d.  to  l.s.  for  com- 
mon flat  rough,  fair  fracture  ;  Shensi  sold  fairly  well,  although 
finest  bold  round  is  held  at  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  ;  flat  root,  of  poor 
fracture,  sold  at  Is.  2d.,  rough  flat  at  Is.  31,  and  picking  at 
Is.  2d.  ;  a  wormy  parcel  fetched  5$d.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla  — The  offerings  to-day  included  a  new 
arrival  of  51  packages  Lima.  Good  genuine  Lim-a-Jamaioa, 
sold  at  Is.  3d.  to  1?.  bd.  per  lb.,  and  parcels  tending  to  coarse- 
ness at  Is.  to  U  21,  while  low  coarse,  of  doubtful  origin 
fetched  only  4Jtf.    Red  Jamaica  sold  at  1?. 

Senna.— Tinnevelly  only  was  offered,  and  was  bought  up 
eagerly;  small  low  spotty  brownish,  Ud.  to  2\d. ;  small  to 
medium  clean,  part  brown  and  yellow",  3d.  to  3U.  ■  and 
fair  bold  leaf  of  more  decided  green  colour  fetched  4«T 
and  4£<Z.  Privately  the  market  is  quiet,  at  6c/.  to  Id  per  lb 
for  good  green  picked  leaves,  and  at  3hd.  to  Id.  for  broken 
leaf. 

Squill.— Fair  but  dull  slices  sold  at  l±d.  per  lb. 

Tamarinds.— Common  softish  and  dark  East  Indian  soli 
well  at  12s.  6d.  to  14s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Vanilla.— Nearly  500  tins  offered,  of  which  about  three- 
iourths  sold :  good  to  fine  crystallised  chocolate,  8  inches 
to  8|  inches,  24s.  61.  to  25s. ;  7£  inches  to  8  inches  22<  ■  6l- 
inches  tc .74  inches,  18s.  6d.  to  20s.  6d.  ;  4  inches  to  6Uncb.es, 
16s.  to  18s. ;  good  fresh,  4|  inches  to  6  inches,  16s.  ;  medium 
brownish,  12s.  6d.  to  16s.,  and  dry  foxy  at  10s.  to  10s.  6i. 

Wax,  Bees'.— The  London  market  has  become  exceed- 
ingly bare  of  supplies,  especially  of  Madgascar,  little  of 
which  is  being  shipped  to  Europe,  owing  to  the  want  of 
labour  in  the  island,  where  plenty  of  wax  is  available.  In 
auction  Australasian  sold  at  6/.  15s.  and  61.  17s.  6d.  for  good 
hard  grey  and  yellow;  Exst   Indian,  fair  unbleached 


5/.  12s.  6d.  to  51.  15s.  (one  lot,  "  without  reserve  "  and  low 
character,  25s.  6d.);  French  is  held  for  11.  5s. ;  Jamaica  sold 
at  11.  5s.  to  11.  10s.  for  good  bright ;  Mozambique,  dark  in 
colour  and  partly  woody,  was  bought  for  61  10s.  ;  only  one 
lot  of  mixed  Mogador  (poor  stuff)  sold  at  52«.  6d. ;  and  a 
nice-looking,  but  soft,  lot  of  Chinese  sold  at  51.  15s. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  market  tone  is  quietly  steady  with  little  fluctuation.  A 
moderate  business  is  passing.  Cream  of  tartar  firm  and  ad- 
vanced, crystals  to  76s.,  and  powdered  to  78s.  to  79s. 
Chlorate  of  potash,  London,  3ld. ;  Liverpool,  3^d.  to  3\d. 
Acetate  of  lead,  English  white,  261.  10s. ;  foreign,  231.  15s. 
Acetate  of  lead,  brown,  18/.  5s.  Benzols,  90  per  cent.,  Is.  3d. ; 
50  per  cent.,  Is.  6d.  Sulphate  of  ammonia,  Beckton  terms 
prompt,  91. ;  Leith  and  Hull,  9/.  2s.  6d.  ;  London,  9/.  5s. 
Chloride  of  barium  in  good  demand  and  firm;  best  refined 
crystals,  6/.  15s  ,  free  on  rails,  maker's  works.  Precipitated 
sulphate  of  barium  moves  steadily  at  11  Precipitated  car- 
bonate of  barium,  11.  15s.  to  9/.,  according  to  quantity. 
Mineral  carbonate  of  barium  of  various  strengths  is  firmly 
held  owing  to  scarcity  and  probable  advance.  Hyposulphite 
of  soda  in  steady  inquiry  and  firm.  Alum  rather  dull,  ship- 
ments, particularly  to  the  East,  having  fallen  off  somewhat. 
Sulphate  of  alumina  of  best  and  purest  makes  in  good 
demand,  and  prices  are  firm.  Hvdrate  of  alumina  steady  at 
12/.,  free  on  rails.  Saltpetre  :  British  refined, |kegs,  20s.  6d.  ; 
casks,  19s.  6d.  ;  German,  kegs,  19s.  6d. ;  casks,  18s.  9d. 
Arsenic,  21/.  10s.,  free  on  rails,  Garston.  Aluminate  of  soda 
is  in  better  demand  at  prices  ranging  from  32s.  6d.  to  40s. 
per  cwt.,  according  to  quantity.  Chrome  alum  scarce,  and 
prices  have  advanced  to  9/.  per  ton,  c.i.f. 

The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  March  16,  reports 
that  the  market  for  castor  oil  had  become  easier,  owing  to 
arrivals  of  French  and  Calcutta  oil,  and  3\d.  is  now  asked 
for  good  seconds  Calcutta  and  first-pressure  French,  and 
3-^d.  for  second- pressure  French.  For  Para  tonquin  beans, 
rather  low  foxy,  3\d.  was  bid  at  auction,  but  the  entire 
parcel  (16  packages)  was  afterwards  sold  at  4d.  per  lb. 
Sulphate  of  copper  is  easier  at  16/.  10s.  per  ton.  Fenugreek 
seeds  are  wanting,  and  some  Syrian  are  offering  at  12s.  per 
cwt.  African  ginger  has  gone  off  a  bit,  and  sound  root  is 
obtainable  at  22s.  to  22s.  6d.  per  cwt.  New  crop  Sierra 
Leone  chillies  continue  to  arrive,  and  are  held  for  43s.  to 
45s.  per  cwt.  Honeys  of  all  grades  are  firmly  held,  and 
better  prices  are  expected  in  the  near  future.  It  is  said  that 
the  coming  Californian  crop  is  likely  to  be  short,  owing  to 
want  of  rain.  Chilian  beeswax  has  got  into  narrow  compass, 
and  11.  is  the  lowest  price  quoted  for  any  grade.  Chilian 
spermaceti  is  held  for  Is.  3d.  per  lb.,  and  stock*  are  reduced 
and  in  few  hands.  Kola  nuts  have  sold  at  \\d.  per  lb.  for 
dry  sound.  In  gums  holders  remain  firm  for  Soudan  sorts, 
the  supply  of  which  is  very  limited  indeed,  and  a  small 
business  is  passing  at  75s.  for  rather  yellowish  friable. 
There  have  been  rather  more  numerous  inquiries  for  in- 
soluble gum,  but  not  any  exists  here.  The  chief  interest  in 
medium  lines  is  in  Brazilian,  which  attracts  considerable 
attention.  Quillaia-bark  is  firmly  held  at  19s.  6d.  to  2?s. 
per  cwt.  on  the  spot. 

The  Hamburg  Drug-market. 

Our  Hamburg  correspondent,  writing  on  March  15,  states 
there  are  no  great  changes  of  prices  to  be  reported.  Agar- 
agar  is  firm  and  dearer ;  to-day's  quotation  is  275m.  to 
280m.  per  100  kilos.  Balsam  tolw  quiet,  at  300m.  per 
100  kilos.  Copaiha  (genuine),  375m.  per  100  kilos.  Citric 
acid  is  firm,  at  235m.  per  100  kilos. ;  and  Tartaric  also,  at 
230m.  per  100  kilos.  Camphor  is  dull,  refined  at  237J-m.  per 
100  kilos.  Coca-leaves  are  quoted :  Bolivian  at  250m. ; 
Truxillo  at  105m.  per  100  kilos.  Cumin-seed  steady :  Malta, 
38m.  to  40m.  per  100  kilos.  Ctvadilla-se-d  is  quiet,  and 
little  doing ;  prices  vary  between  75m.  to  80m.  per  100  kilos. 
Ergot  of  rye  shows  little  business :  Rus^an  is  quoted  at 
160m  ,  Spanish  at  190m.  per  100  kilos.  Galangal  is  firm, 
at  40m.  to  42m.  per  100  kilos.  Quinine  is  very  quiet : 
second-hand  sellers  at  30m.  fo  28ai.  per  kilo  Wax; 
Carnauba  is  firm,  and  shows  a  better  demand — grey  is 
quoted  85m.,  fine  yellow  145m.,  per  100  kilos.  Japan  wax  is 
firm— spot  70m.,  forward  68m.,  per  100  kilos. 
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In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt  a  concise, 
but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 

paper  only.  Letters,  with  or  without  a  nom-de-plume, 
Notice  to  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the 
d°nts  writer.    Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 

paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to 
which  they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


They  Danced  to  Good  Purpose. 

Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Chemists' 
Ball  held  yesterday,  the  hon.  secretary  reported  that  he  bad 
handed  to  the  treasurer  a  balance  of  31/  2s.  from  the  ball. 
The  committee  voted  that  the  sum  of  25  guineas  be  handed 
over  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Fund. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

W.  Wahren,  Hon.  Sec. 
24  Russell  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  March  15. 

Preservation  of  Hydrogen  Peroxide. 

SIR.— In  a  note  on  the  above  on  page  400  of  your  issue  of 
March  5  you  reproduce  some  observations  on  the  preservation 
of  hydrogen  peroxide  from  Le  Monitewr  Soientijique.  I  would 
like  to  remind  you  of  a  paper  that  I  communicated  to  the 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry  on  January  31,  1890,  wherein  I 
described  experiments  which  anticipated  for  the  most  part 
the  observations  now  described  anew. 

It  may  be  known  to  many  of  your  readers  that  I  have  also 
patented  means  of  preserving  peroxide  of  hydrogen  from 
spontaneous  decomposition,  and  that  this  preserved  article  is 
being  made  and  sold  as  an  article  of  commerce  by  the  Sanitas 
Company  (Limited).  Yours  very  truly, 

Bethnal  Green,  E.  C.  T.  Klxgzett. 

The  Proposed  Assistants'  Union. 

Sir, — Of  all  the  letters  which  have  appeared  in  your 
columns  within  recent  years  regarding  company  pharmacy 
none  have  struck  the  mark  so  well  as  that  of  "  Tocsin." 
Year  by  year  matters  get  worse,  and  without  going  over  what 
"Tocsin"  has  said,  all  chemists  and  chemists'  assistants 
know  the  position  too  well. 

As  an  assistant  for  seven  years  in  a  large  store,  I  there 
met  with  many  qualified  chemists  acting  as  managers. 
Most  of  those  men,  were  the  opportunity  given,  would  vacate 
their  situations  immediately  in  exchange  for  the  possibility 
of  becoming  their  own  masters.  "  Tocsin's "  lucid  and 
plain  explanation  of  the  true  position  of  affairs  will,  I  am 
sure,  appeal  to  them,  and  show  them  that  at  last  a  deliverer 
is  at  hand. 

Regarding  the  wages  question,  "Tocsin"  has  gone  a 
long  way  past  the  mark — 130Z.,  I  think  is  a  good  average. 
The  hours  at  some  stores  I  know  of  are  8  30  A.M.  till  10  p.m. 
week-days,  7  p.m.  till  9  p.m.  on  Sundays.  The  benefits 
as  regards  hours  and  money  will  be  seen  to  be  very  little 
indeed.  I  am  sure  the  P.A.T.A.  or  some  other  organisation 
would  find  this  a  good  field  to  work  on,  and  the  results 
would  be  more  gratifying  than  the  patents  business,  in  spite 
of  the  drop  of  cold  water  you  have  poured  on  the  idea. 

Your  article  on  "  Tocsin's  "  letter  is  a  poor  one  indeed,  and 
on  a  par  with  your  recent  alarms  at  any  project  for  the 
betterment  of  chemists  generally.  Chemists,  like  all  other 
tradespeople,  will  have  competition  to  meet,  but  we  can 
expect  fair  competition,  and  not  that  as  practised  by  the 
company  stores,  w  ith  their  well-known  circulars  about  thieves 
and  robbers.  No,  Mr.  Editor,  all  chemists  in  and  out  of 
company  stores  will  agree  with  "Tocsin" — a  trade  union  is 
the  only  salvation.  Such  union  can  regulate  hours  and 
wages,  and  when  an  assistant  in  a  company  stores  can  get  a 
salary  of  300Z.  then  the  stores  will  be  robbed  of  their 
philanthropy,  and  if  they  can  then  exist  chemists  other  than 
managers  will  be  able  to  compete  with  them.  I  enclose 
my  card,  and  remain, 

Yours  respectfully, 

Watchman.  (119/71.) 


Sir, — As  an  assistant  to  the  "  Octopus  Drug  Company 
(Limited)  "  I  would  ask  space  for  a  brief  reply  to  "  Tocsin's  " 
pathetic  [appeal,  and  I  think  I  can  show  that  his  argu- 
ments "  won't  wash  clothes."  To  begin  with,  undoubtedly 
the  chief  difficulty  that  keeps  an  assistant  from  "  starting  on 
his  own"  is  want  of  the  needful  capital,  and  not  the  "  store 
bogey."  Will  "  Tocsin  "  explain  how  the  longer  hours  and 
smaller  pay,  which  he  claims  for  the  old  style  of  trade,  will 
remedy  this  1  Secondly,  the  small  man  with  small  money 
can  always  find  a  hundred  places  to  open  his  small  shop 
where  the  drug  companies  cease  from  troubling,  while  the 
larger  capitalist  can  safely  compete  with  them  on  their  own 
ground  if  he  be  an  up-to-date  business  man.  Alas  !  for  that 
if  too  many  suffer  from  "  semi-professional  swelled  head." 
Again,  "  Tocsin  "  says  he  knows  drug-stores  which  keep  open 
till  9  p.m.  Terrible,  indeed  !  So  do  I ;  and  I  know  hundreds 
of  little  men  who  keep  open  till  10  and  12  p.m.  Saturdays, 
and  open  again  Sunday.  I  agree  with  "  Tocsin  "  that  300Z.  a 
year  would  be  considered  an  excellent  salary.  I  wonder  how 
many  chemists  in,  say,  suburban  London  make  that  much 
profit.    Not  5  per  cent.,  I  think. 

I,  at  least,  hope  that  the  day  when  the  hydra-headed 
monster  trade-unionism  will  invade  the  drug-trade  is  far 
distant.  Surely  educated  and  intelligent  men  will  not  sink 
their  personal  liberty  and  consent  like  sheep  to  follow  the 
dictates  of  the  agitators  and  strike-leaders.  At  present  I  can 
sleep  undisturbed  by  the  night-bell  and  with  my  Sunday 
free,  and  I  think  few  who  have  joined  the  ranks  of  the 
pioneers  will  ever  turn  back.  I  enclose  my  card,  and  am 
Yours  obediently, 

Anti-Humbug.  (119/42.) 

Sir, — I  am  very  pleased  to  see  that  "  Tocsin  "  has  started 
correspondence  on  a  subject  which  should  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  all  chemists  (qualified  and  unqualified)  not  in  busi- 
ness on  their  own  account.  Surely  it  is  no  detriment  to  our 
social  standing  if  we  take  advantage  of  the  exceptional 
opportunity  which  combination  affords  to  us. 

Looking  at  the  number  of  shops  which  limited  companies 
possess,  and  which  are  obliged  to  employ  qualified  (by  law 
for  sale  of  poisons)  and  unqualified  men,  would  it  not  go 
very  hard  with  them  if  all  their  managers  and  assistants 
refused  to  attend  and  carry  on  their  business  1 

What  would  happen  ?  A  general  stagnation  of  business, 
and  a  probably  temporary  closing  of  shops  unless  they 
yielded  to  the  union's  wishes.  Managers  and  assistants,  as 
a  rule,  are  very  badly  paid  considering  the  big  dividends 
which  most  of  the  companies  pay.  The  average  wages  of  a 
qualified  man  range  from  2,1.  to  31.,  and  unqualified  from 
30.s'.  to  38s.,  per  week.  Is  this  the  rate  of  payment  that 
should  be  made  to  men  who  have  spent  a  deal  of  time  and 
money  to  obtain  their  qualification,  and  are  giving  up  the 
best  part  of  their  lives  to  their  employers  ? 

Many  men  I  know  working  with  limited  companies  are 
married,  with  families.  Have  they  ever  thought  of  what  is 
to  become  of  them  and  theirs  in  the  future  ? 

After  they  have  given  all  their  young  days  to  benefit  the 
shareholders  and  directors  (who  swallow  up  a  much  larger 
portion  of  the  profits  than  they  actually  deserve)  they  will 
be  told  that  they  are  getting  too  old  for  the  company's 
business,  and  will  have  to  make  way  for  younger  men. 

Let  us,  then,  form  a  union,  and  demand  shorter  hours  and 
an  increase  of  salary,  which  will  enable  us  to  save  some- 
thing towards  either  getting  into  business  on  our  own 
account  or  materially  adding  to  our  comfort  in  later  years. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Qualified.  (122/2.) 

Sir, — Let  me  appeal  to  "  Tocsin  "  not  to  allow  his  modesty 
to  hinder  the  great  future  in  store  for  him.  I  rubbed  my 
eyes  and  again  perused  his  touching  and  pensive  words,  "  my 
battles  are  mostly  behind  me."  Surely  not,  with  such  powers 
of  invective.  Many  an  Irish  constituency  would  hail  him  as 
a  candidate  for  Parliamentary  honours,  when,  if  returned,  he 
could  sound  his  "  tocsin"  till  pulled  up  by  the  Speaker  for 
abuse  and  irrelevancy.  As  chairman  of  a  drug-company  for 
many  years,  I  appeal  to  thoughtful  readers  and  ask  how  it 
can  further  an  assistants'  union  to  rail  at  me  and  others  as 
"  bloated  capitalists,  company-wolves,  pirates,  heartless 
shareholders,  company- taskmasters,  cold-blooded  tyrants, 
octopus,  &c."  It  hurts  no  one  but  the  writer,  whose  brain 
must  be  overheated.  If  chemists'  assistants  can  improve  their 
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position  by  forming  a  trade-union  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
them,  any  more  than  there  would  be  if  drug-companies  fede- 
rated and  declined  to  employ  a  trade-unionist  if  the  rules  of 
his  union  were  inimical  to  the  conduct  of  their  concerns.  I 
should  have  thought  there  were  enough  German  assistants 
in  British  pharmacies,  wholesale  and  retail,  without  hasten- 
ing to  increase  importations.  My  view  may  be  considered 
old-fashioned  and  coloured  with  prejudice  against  trade- 
unionism  and  its  ways,  but  I  would  respectfully  suggest  to 
all  young  men  wishing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  undoubted 
advantages  offered  by  situations  in  companies,  to  select  those 
who  either  give  their  assistants  an  interest  in  profits  or  offer 
openings  for  qualified  managers  with  commission.  It  is 
nonsense  to  suppose  that  companies  can  monopolise  the 
supply  of  drugs,  or  injure  the  future  of  educated  and  capable 
men — industry  and  culture  will  always  command  reward  as 
well  as  respect  and  esteem.  When  I  look  back  on  the  forty 
years'  history  of  the  business  I  help  to  finance,  and  the 
hearty  good  will  existing  between  the  assistants — old  and 
young — and  my  board,  I  can  afford  to  smile  at  "Tocsin's" 
epithets — my  withers  are  unwrnng. 

Yours  truly, 

Spes.  (121/30.) 

P.S. — I  would  suggest  to  "  Tocsin  "  that  each  of  us  should 
disclose  his  name  and  address  in  the  next  number  of  the 
C.  Sf  D.,  that  at  least  our  friends  and  neighbours  who  are 
readers  of  the  paper  (if  we  are  unknown  to  a  wider  circle) 
might  compare  his  virulence  with  our  past  records. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


We  reply  to  our  subscribers  and  their  employees  only  ;  queries  must, 

therefore,  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  subscriber.  When 
more  than  one  query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece 

QueMstfs1  of  paper.  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query  full  par- 
ticulars regarding  the  origin  and  use  of  the  sample  must 

be  given,  and  the  name  of  the  querist  should  be  placed  on  the  sample. 

Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post. 


107/7.  Kino.— (1)  Orange  Wine.— See  C.  #  D.,  Janu- 
ary 16,  1897,  page  106.  (2)  Ehubarb  Wine.— See  C.  &  D., 
May  23,  1896,  page  758. 

114/38.  Lincolnshire. — In  sending  your  samples  you  have 
not  fulfilled  any  of  the  conditions  named  at  the  head  of  this 
column. 

107/5.  A.  D. — We  should  say  the  recipe  for  hair-wash 
requires  tincture  of  cinchona,  although  it  is  sufficiently 
vague  to  include  everything  of  like  nature. 

114/10.    R.  H. — Worm-powder  for  Dogs  : — 

Santonin       ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  ij. 

Powdered  glass   gr.  v. 

Powdered  areca      ...       ...       ...    gr.  xv, 

Mix,  and  make  a  powder. 
This  is  a  dose  for  a  fox-terrier  dog,  to  be  given  fasting. 

113/40.  Index. — The  red  colour  which  develops  in  your 
walnut-pomade  is  due  to  oxidation  of  the  aniline  oil,  and 
cannot  be  prevented. 

112/64.  Dissatisfied.— 01.  camph.  is  camphorated  oil,  lin. 
camph.  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

112/71.    Polish.— Brush-polish  :— 

Shellac    Sxviij. 

Sandarac       ...       ...       ...  ... 

Mastic...    3iss. 

Spirit   ...       ...  Oiij. 

Dissolve. 

108/30.  Calais. — If  you  test  each  batch  of  lime-water 
you  make  by  the  method  given  in  "  A  Manual  of  Pharma- 
ceutical Testing,"  by  B.  S.  Proctor,  it  will  save  you  troubling 
about  inspectors'  visits. 

107/59.  Constantinus. — There  is  only  one  photographic- 
trade  paper,  "  The  Photographic  Dealer."  Our  own  phot;- 
graphic  notes  give  all  the  items  useful  to  chemist  dealers. 


108/33.  Liverpudlian. — You  will  find  some  particulars  of 
the  Apothecaries'  Assistants'  examination  in  C.  ,v  D , 
October  9,  1897,  page  593.  The  examination  is  a  mild 
form  of  the  Minor,  and  is  prepared  for  in  like  manner. 
Chemistry  cannot  be  learnt  from  books  alone  ;  practical  work 
is  necessary. 

112/44.    J.  B. — Aquebusade-water  : — ■ 

Balm  ...       ...  ...       ...       ...  Jiv. 

Rosemary      ...  ...       ...       ...  *iv. 

Thyme   Jiv. 

Calamus-root...  ...       ...       ...  Jiv. 

Angelica-seeds  ...       ...       ...  Jiv. 

Lavender-flowers    Jiv. 

Rectified  spirit  ...       ...       ...  Oiij. 

Water...       ...  ...       ...       ...  q.s. 

Macerate  for  a  day  and  distil  4  pints. 

113/35.  H.  A.  S. — The  books  you  name  can  sometimes  be 
got  through  a  second-hand  bookseller,  or  by  advertising  in 
our  coloured  supplement. 

113/63.  Stage. — (1)  Magnesium-ribbon  burnt  in  a  lime- 
light box  is  sometimes  used  for  limelight-effects  where  gas 
is  unobtainable.  (2)  Spirit-gum,  prepared  by  dissolving 
1  oz.  of  resin  in  4  oz.  of  spirit  and  adding  §  oz.  castor  oil,  is 
used  for  sticking  artificial  moustaches  on  with. 

115/55.  Formalin. — We  do  not  know  of  any  quantitative 
method  for  formaldehyde  solutions.  There  are  many 
qualitative  tests,  but  none  of  them  adaptable  to  your 
purpose. 

NOTE. 

Owing  to  exceptional  pressure  on  our  space  this  week 
we  are  compelled  to  hold  over  a  large  number  of  letters 
and  replies  to  queries 


Coming  Events. 


We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings  in  this 
section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcaras,  by  the 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Saturday,  March  19. 

Pharmaceutical  Football  Club  v.  Bloomsbury,  at  Acton.  Kick- 
off  at  3  P.M. 

Monday,  March  21. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m. 
Cantor  Lecture  II.  "  The  Thermo-chemistry  of  the  Bessemer 
Process."    By  Professor  W.  N.  Hartley,  F.R.S. 

Tuesday,  March  22. 

Royal  Photographic  Society,  12  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at 
8  p.m.  "  The  Gum  Bichromate  Process."  By  Mr.  Robert 
Demachy. 

Irish  [Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association,  67  Lower  Mount 
Street,  Dublin.    Social  evening  (postponed  from  last  weekj. 

Wednesday,  March  23. 

Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy,  Newburg  Hall, 
Cannon  Place,  at  9  P.M.  Paper. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  at  8  P.M.  "  The  Prepara- 
tion of  Meat-extracts."    By  Mr.  C.  R.  Valentine. 

Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  Exchange  Restau- 
rant, Birmingham,  at  9.15  p.m.  Paper. 

Thursday,  March  24. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.  Last  Cinderella  dance  of 
the  season,  at  the  Dorset  Hall,  Portman  Rooms,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Tickets  may  be  obtained  from  the  lion,  secretaries,  Mr.  H.  H. 
Robins,  113  Ridley  Road,  Forest  Gate,  S.E.,  and  Mr.  F. 
Cooper,  48  Baker  Street,  W. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Mason  College,  Birming- 
ham, at  8.30  p.m.  "  The  Bacterial  Purification  of  Water." 
By  Dr.  P.  Frankland,  F.R.S. 

Friday,  March  25. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association, 
36  York  Place,  at  9.15  p.m. 


Pharmaceutical  Football  Club.  The  Old  Boys'  match,  which 
is  to  finish  the  season  on  Saturday,  March  26,  will  be 
followed  by  a  smokiug-concert  at  the  Bush  Hotel,  Goldhawk 
Road. 


